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To  the  Right  Honourable 

CHARLES  TOWNSEND,  E%; 
SIR, 

LAST  year  you  indulged  me 

with  an  opportunity  of  com¬ 
municating  to  you,  fome  anecdotes 
(little  known)  relative  to  the  Mogul 
Empire,  and  the  Hate  of  our  Eajl- 

India  trade ; - in  the  courfe  of  that 

conference,  you  manifefled  to  me 
fuch  profound  penetration,  and  fuch 
a  ready  comprehenlion  of  thefe  fub- 
je&s,  that  I  could  not  refill  cherifh- 
ing  a  delire,  to  fubmit  to  the  pub¬ 
lic  my  future  labours  on  thefe  inter- 
efting  matters,  under  the  aufpices  of 

your 


DEDICATION. 


your  name.  I  lately  intimated  that 
wifh  and  intention,  when  you  moft 
obligingly  and  politely  favored  me, 
with  your  permiffion  to  dedicate  to 
you  this  Firji  Part  of  a  Work, 
which  at  prefent  employs  my  leifure 
hours  :  I  now  avail  myfelf  of  the 
licence  you  have  honoured  me  with ; 
and  beg  leave  to  fubfcribe  myfelf, 
with  true  refpect, 

SIR, 

\  a 

Your  moft  obliged 
and  moft  obedient 

humble  fervant, 


Mount  Felix  in  Surry, 

Auguft  z ill,  1765. 

< 

'  .  i 


J.  Z.  HOLWELL. 


( I ) 


TO  THE 

PUBLIC. 


PRELIMINARY  DISCOURSE. 

HEN  a  man,  excited  by  an  irrefifb- 
able  and  laudable  impulfe  for  the 
good  of  his  country,  firft  /peaks  before  an 
Auguft  Affembly  ;  he  feels  a  certain  kind  of 
dread,  awe,  and  trepidation,  which  he  finds 
himfelf  unable  immediately  to  conquer  ;  es¬ 
pecially  if  he  has  not  been  much  ufed  to  fpeak 
in  public,  or  perchance  poffeffes  fome  Share 
of  modefty  in  his  compofitiom— — -Thus,  I 
conceive,  it  fares  with  every  con  fid  era  te 
author,  on  his  firft  appearance  before  that 
Auguft  Affembly  the  public. 

In  this  plight  I  felt  myfelf  in  the  year 
1758,  when  I  exhibited  to  you  a  fcene  of 

B  un~ 


( 2 ) 


unparalleled  horror  and  diftrefs,  which  I 
judged  not  unworthy  a  place  in  our  annals ; 

- juftice,  and  the  neceffity  of  the  times, 

lately  urged  my  fecond  appearance,  and  ob¬ 
liged  me  to  draw  my  pen  in  defence  of  in¬ 
jured  worth  and  charadter  :  but  now,  by  ufe 
and  indulgence  grown  bolder,  (a  very  com¬ 
mon  cafe)  I  prefent  myfelf  before  you  of 
my  own  voluntary  choice. 


Independency,  and  a  pleafing  retirement, 
however  delectable  in  themfelves,  have  yet 
their  feafons  of  vacancy  and  leifure ,  that 

may  want  filling  up. - And  happy  !  ought 

that  man  to  eiteem  himfelf,  who  can  em¬ 
ploy  thofe  voids  and  blanks  in  time  to  the 
emolument,  or  even  literary  amufement  of 
mankind. 

Such  is  my  fituation,  and  fuch  are  my 
motives,  for  taking  up  the  pen  again  ;  mo¬ 
tives,  fo  laudable  in  themfelves,  will,  I  truft5 
engage  the  candor  and  indulgence  of  my 
readers  for  any  defedts  in  the  following  per¬ 
formance. 

The  . Baft-Indies ,  and  particularly  Bengali , 
are  now  become  fo  important  an  objedt  and 
concern  to  Great-Britain ,  that  every  eluci¬ 
dation  thereof,  muft,  I  think,  be  acceptable, 
6  that 
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that  is  founded  on  fads*  juft  obfervations, 
and  faithful  recitals* 

Through  a  courfe  of  thirty  years  refi- 
dence  in  Bengali ,  my  leifure  hours  were  em¬ 
ployed  in  colleding  materials  relative  to  the 
tranfadions*  revolutions  and  occurrences  of 
that  invaluable  country ;  and  the  religious 
tenets  of  its  inhabitants,  natives  of  Indoflan  ; 
which  I  flattered  myfelf,  when  reduced  to 
form  and  order*  might  prove  worthy  your 
attention* 

It  is  well  known  that  at  the  capture  of 
Calcutta j  A.  D.  1756,  I  loft  many  curious 
Gentoo  manufcripts,  and  among  them  two 
very  corred  and  valuable  copies  of  the  Gen- 
too  Sbajlab.  They  were  procured  by  me 
with  fo  much  trouble  and  expence,  that  even 
the  commiffioners  of  reftitution,  though 
not  at  all  difpofed  to  favour  me,  allowed 
me  two  thoufand  Madras  rupees  in  recam  - 
pence  for  this  particular  lofs ;  but  the  moft 
irreparable  damage  I  fuffered  under  this  head 
of  grievances,  was  a  tranflation  I  made  of 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  Sbajlab ,  which 
had  coft  me  eighteen  months  hard  labour  ; 
as  that  work  opened  upon  me,  I  diftindly 
faw,  that  the  Mythology ,  as  well  as  the  Cof* 
mogony  of  the  Egyptians ,  Greeks  and  Ro¬ 
mans  7  were  borrowed  from  the  dodrines  of 

B  2  the 
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the  Bramins ,  contained  in  this  book;  even 
to  the  copying  their  exteriors  of  worfhip, 
and  the  diflribution  of  their  idols,  though 
grofsly  mutilated  and  adulterated.  But  more 
of  this  in  the  courfe  of  my  prefent  work. 

I  fiiould  in  the  compafs  of  one  year  more, 
with  the  clofe  application,  I  intended  be¬ 
llowing  on  it,  have  accompli  (lied  a  com¬ 
plete  tranflation  of  the  whole  Shaft  ah ;  that 
would,  I  flattered  myfeif,  have  been  a  valu¬ 
able  acquifition  to  the  learned  world  ;  had 
not  the  fatal  cataflrophe  of  fifty- fix  put 
it  totally  out  of  my  power  ever  to  attempt 
it  again. 

i 

From  that  change  in  our  affairs  abroad, 
a  new  chain  of  purfuits  engroffed  my  time 
and  attention  ;  fo  that  I  could  no  longer 
devote  either,  to  the  fludies  I  had  before  fo 

much  at  heart- . -however,  during  the  laft 

eight  months  of  my  refidence  in  Bengali, 
being  freed  from  the  plagues  of  govern¬ 
ment,  ( thanks  to  my  very  honourable  m af¬ 
ters  for  it)  I  re  a  flamed  my  refearches  with 
tolerable  fuccefs  ;  which,  joined  to  fome 
manufcripts  recovered  by  an  unforefeen  and 
extraordinary  event  (that  poffibly  I  may  here¬ 
after  recite)  enables  me  to  undertake  the  talk 
1  now  affign  myfeif. 
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It  is  true  I  intended  a  much  nobler  enter¬ 
tainment  for  my  readers  $  but  as  that  is  now 
irrecoverably  beyond  my  reach,  without 
once  more  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope , 
(to  which  I  feel  not  the  lead  inclination) 
we  mud  content  ourfelves  with  the  homely 
fare  we  have  before  us,  ranged  in  the  bed 
manner  our  draitened  circumdances  will 
admit  of— — as  it  is  eflentially  neceflary  at 
this  interefting  period,  that  we  fhould  be 
able  to  form  feme  clearer  ideas  of  a  people, 
with  whom  we  have  had  fuch  important 
tranfadtions ;  and  of  whom  fo  little  is  truely 
known.* 

Having  ftudioufly  perufed  all  that  has 
been  written  of  the  empire  of  Indoftan , 
both  as  to  its  ancient,  as  well  as  more  mo¬ 
dern  date  5  as  alfo  the  various  accounts 
tranfmitted  to  us,  by  authors  in  a! mod  all 
ages  (from  Arrian ,  down  to  the  Abbe  de 
Guy  on )  concerning  the  Hindoos ,  and  the  re¬ 
ligious  tenets  of  the  Bratmns9\  i  venture  to 
pronounce  them  all  very  defective,  falla¬ 
cious,  and  unfatisfaftory  to  an  inquifitive 
fearcher  after  truth  ;  and  only  tending  to 
convey  a  very  imperfedt  and  injurious  re  fern  - 

*  Here  I  would  be  underftood  to  mean  the  Gentoos 
only,  now  labouring  under  Mahometan  tyranny,  but 
fated,  I  hope,  foon  to  feel  the  hidings  of  a  mild  Bri- 
tijh  government. 

B  3 
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blance  of  a  people,  who  from  the  earlieft 
times  have  been  an  ornament  to  the  crea¬ 
tion — if  fo  much  can  with  propriety  be  faid 
of  any  known  people  upon  earth. 

All  the  modern  writers  reprefent  the 
Hindoos  as  a  race  of  ftupid  and  grofs  Idola¬ 
ters  :  from  the  ancients  indeed  thefe  people 
met  with  better  treatment ;  although  they 
too,  as  well  as  the  others,  were  equally  ig¬ 
norant  in  the  fubjeds  they  treated  of. 

The  modern  authors  who  have  wrote  on 
the  principles  and  worfhip  of  the  Hindoos , 
are  chiefly  of  the  Romijh  communion  ;  there¬ 
fore  we  need  wonder  the  lefs  that  they 
(from  a  fuperftitious  zeal  infeparable  from 
that  communion)  fhould  depreciate  and 
traduce  the  mythology  of  the  venerable 
ancient  Bramins ,  on  fo  {lender  a  founda¬ 
tion  as  a  few  infignificant  literal  tranflations 
of  the  Viedam ;  and  thefe,  not  made  from 
the  book  itfelf,  but  from  unconnected  fcraps 
and  bits,  picked  up  here  and  there  by  hear- 
fay  from  Hindoos ,  probably  as  ignorant  as 
themfelves. 

From  fuch  weak  grounds  and  evidence 
as  this,  and  by  the  help  of  a  few  exhibi¬ 
tions  of  the  feemingly  monftrous  idols  of  the 
Hindoos ,  the  Pojnjh  authors  hefitate  not  to 

ftigmatize 
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ftigmatize  thofe  moft  venerable  fages  the 
Bramins,  as  having  inftituted  doCtrines  and 
worfhip,  which  if  believed,  would  reduce 
them  below  the  level  of  the  brute  creation  ; 
as  every  reader  mu  ft  have  obferved,  who  has 
miflpent  his  time  in  the  perufal  of  them.  In 
the  way  of  their  proper  calling  and  func¬ 
tion,  they  were  however  right;  as  having 
been  appointed  to  propagate  their  own  fyftem 
of  theology  abroad ;  though  ftridtly  fpeak- 
ing,  their  own  tenets  were  more  idolatrous 
than  the  fyftem  they  travelled  fo  far  to  ftig- 
matize.  On  this  miftaken  method  and  falfe 
zeal  of  propagating  any  faith  at  any  rate ,  I 
beg  to  be  indulged  in  making  the  following 
general  reflections,  which  naturally  arife  from 
the  fubjedt  before  us. 

In  the  firft  place,  I  obferve,  ignorance, 
fuperftition  and  partiality  to  ourfelves,  are 
too  commonly  the  caufe  of  prefumption  and 

contempt  of  others. - Secondly,  That  thofe 

whofe  knowledge  of  ftates  and  kingdoms 
extends  no  further  than  the  limits  of  their 
native  land,  often  imagine  all,  beyond  it, 
fcarce  worth  their  thoughts ;  or  at  leaft  great¬ 
ly  inferior  in  comparifon  with  their  own ;  £ 
conclufion  natural,  though abfurd - Third¬ 

ly,  If  from  clime  and  country,  we  proceed 
to  individuals ;  we  fhall  fee  the  fame  un¬ 
warrantable  prepoffefiion,  and  nreference  to 

B  a.  1  felf 
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felf  take  place ;  and  proceeding  ftill  further 
in  our  reflections,  we  may  obferve,  the  fame 
confined  way  of  thinking  and  judging, 
leads  the  multitude  (and  I  wifh  I  could  lay 
the  multitude  only)  of  every  nation  and 
febt,  to  arraign  and  have  in  utter  detefta- 
tion  and  contempt,  the  religious  principles 
and  worship  of  all  that  happen  to  be  out 
of  the  pale  of  their  own  church,  or  mode 
of  faith. 

That  every  nation  and  fe£f  fhould  have  a 
high  and  even  fuperior  opinion  of  the  reli¬ 
gious  principles,  under  which  they  were 
born  and  educated,  is  extremely  natural  and 
juft  5  provided  they  do  not,  from  an  intern* 
perate  zeal  of  religious  vanity  (now  fo  much 
the  fafhion)  prefume  to  condemn,  depre* 
date  or  invade  the  religious  principles  of 
others — this  condemning  fpirit  can  proceed 
only  from  one  of  the  three  following 
caufes  ;  a  defebt  in  underftanding ;  a  want 
of  knowledge  of  the  world  (in  men  and 
things  ;)  or  a  bad  (and  reftlefs)  heart.  The 
falvation  of  mankind,  fo  much  pretended, 
has  no  place  in  the  wifhes  or  labours  of  thefe 
..zealots  ;  or  they  would  not  go  about  feek- 
ing  whom  they  can  confound  in  fpirit,  de- 
ftroying  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  their 
fQOr  fellow  chriftians. 


Men 
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Men  who  have  been  converfant  with  fo¬ 
reign  countries,  and  made  proper  and  benevo¬ 
lent  remarks  on  the  manners  and  principles 
of  their  inhabitants  s  will  notdefpife  or  con¬ 
demn  the  different  ways  by  which  they  ap¬ 
proach  the  Deity  ;  but  revere  it  ftiil  as  a  di¬ 
vine  worfliip,  though  they  may  pioufly  la¬ 
ment  it  deviates  fo  much  from  their  own. 

> 

To  refcue  diftant  nations  from  the  grofs 
conceptions  entertained  of  them  by  the  mul¬ 
titude,  of  all  other  perfuafions,  is  the  true 
bufinefs  and  indifpenfable  duty  of  a  Travel¬ 
ler  ;  or  elfe  his  travels  and  remarks,  can 
only  amufe  his  readers,  without  conveying 
to  them  any  ufeful  inftrudion  or  folid  fatis- 
fadion. 

A  mere  defcription  of  the  exterior  man¬ 
ners  and  religion  of  a  people,  will  no  more 
give  us  a  true  idea  of  them  \  than  a  geogra¬ 
phical  defcription  of  a  country  can  convey 
a  juft  conception  of  their  laws  and  govern¬ 
ment,  The  traveller  mu  ft  link  deeper  in  his 
refearcbes,  would  he  feaft  the  mind  of  an 

underftanding  reader. - -His  telling  us  fuch 

and  fuch  a  people,  in  the  Raft  or  Weft-Indies, 
worftiip  this  (lock  or  that  ftone,  or  mon- 
ftrous  idol  j  only  ferves  to  reduce  in  our 
efteem,  our  fellow  creatures,  to  the  moil 
abjed  and  defpicable  point  of  light.  Where¬ 
as, 
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as,  was  he  fkilled  in  the  language  of  the 
people  he  defcribes,  fufficiently  to  trace  the 
etymology  of  their  words  and  phrafes,  and 
capable  of  diving  into  the  myfteries  of  their 
theology ;  he  would  probably  be  able  to 
evince  to  us,  that  fuch  feemingly  prepofterous 
worship,  had  the  moil  fublime  rational  fource 
and  foundation. 

The  traveller,  who  without  thefe  effen- 
tial  requifites,  (as  well  as  induftry  and  a 
clear  underftanding)  pretends  to  defcribeand 
fix  the  religious  tenets  of  any  nation  what¬ 
ever,  dilhoneftly  impofes  his  own  reveries  on 
the  world  ;  and  does  the  greateft  injury  and 
violence  to  letters,  and  the  caufe  of  huma¬ 
nity — How  far  the  productions  of  moft  tra¬ 
vellers  may  juftly  fall  under  this  cenfure,  I 
fubmit  to  the  public. 

To  the  want  of  this  attention  and  capa¬ 
city  in  the  traveller,  we  may  afcribe  in  a 
great  meafure,  the  defpicable,  and  I  dare 
iay  unworthy  notion,  we  too  aptly  enter¬ 
tain  of  moft  nations  very  remote  from  us  ; 
whereas  were  we  better  informed,  we  fhould 
find  our  minds  opened  ;  our  underftandings 
enlarged  and  ourfelves  infpired  with  that 
benevolence  for  our  fpecies ;  without  which, 
the  human  form  becomes  rather  a  difgrace 
than  ornament, 

I  am 
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I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  in  general  the  ac? 
counts  publifhed  of  the  manners  and  reli¬ 
gious  principles  of  the  Eaft  and  Weft-Indies * 
have  been  in  the  light  and  fuperficial  way 
before  objected  to  :  but  as  my  knowledge 
extends  only  to  the  former,  I  fliall  confine 
my  remarks  to  them  ;  and  endeavor  to  ex¬ 
tricate  them  in  fome  degree  from  the  grofs 
abfurdities  we  have  conceived  of  them:  con- 
feffing  myfelf  amazed  that  we  fhould  fo 
readily  believe  the  people  of  Indojlan  a  race 
of  ftupid  Idolaters  ;  when,  to  our  coft,  in  a 
political  and  commercial  view,  we  have 
found  them  fuperior  to  us. 

Having  tranfiently  mentioned  the  Vie - 
dam  and  Shaftah  (the  Gent 00s  fcriptures)  it 

is  necefiary,  I  fhould  inform  you- - The 

book  firft  named,  is  followed  by  the  Gentoos 
of  the  Mallabar  and  Cormandel  coafts :  and 
alfo  by  thofe  of  the  Ifland  of  Ceylon. — The 
Shaftah  is  followed  by  the  Gentoos  of  the 
provinces  of  Bengali ;  and  by  all  the  Gen¬ 
toos  of  the  reft  of  lndia9  commonly  called 
India  proper ;  that  is  to  fay — the  greateft 
part  of  Orijftay  Bengali  proper ,  Bahar ,  Ba~ 
naras ,  Oud,  Eleabas ,  Agra,  De/by,  &c.  all 
along  the  courfe  of  the  rivers  Ganges,  and 
"Jumna,  to  the  Indus . 

Both 
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Both  thefe  books  contain  the  inftitutes 
of  their  refpeftive  religion  and  worfhip ; 
often  couched  under  allegory  and  fable ;  as 
well  as  the  hiftory  of  their  ancient  Rajahs 
and  Princes— their  antiquity  is  contended  for 
by  the  partifans  of  each— but  the  fimilitude 
of  their  names ,  idols y  and  great  part  of  their 
worfhip,  leaves  little  room  to  doubt,  nay 
plainly  evinces,  that  both  thefe  fcriptures 

were  originally  one . - And  if  we  compare 

the  great  purity  and  chafte  manners  of  the 
Sbaftab ,  with  the  great  abfurdities  and  im¬ 
purities  of  the  Viedam  ;  we  need  not  hefitate 
to  pronounce,  the  latter  a  corruption  of  the 
former — — All  that  I  need  add  here,  is,  that 
my  remarks  follow  the  Shajlah  only. 

Tafte,  in  reading,  differs  as  much  as  in 
the  choice  of  viands.  What  proves  a  delici¬ 
ous  mprfei  to  one,  is  difguflful  to  another. 
I  was  never  invited  to  a  feaft  in  my  life, 
that  I  did  not  regret  the  ab fence  of  a  bill 
of  fare  ‘.—Therefore  to  fave  you  from  the 
fame  regret,  I  here  prefen t  you  with  a  lift 
of  what  is  provided  for  your  entertainment 
in  the  following  Sheets,  in  eight  courfes ;  lo 
that  if  your  ftomach  does  not  Simulate  you 
to  tafte  the  whole  ;  you  will  be  enabled  to 
fall  to,  on  that  difh,  which  may  belt  fuit 
your  appetite. 


I.  Under 
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I.  Under  the  Firft  general  head  is  con¬ 
tained— A  fhort  hiftory  of  the  facceffion  to 
the  empire  of  lndojlan ,  from  Aurenge  Zebe 

to  Mahomet  Shaw. - -This  fubjedt  has  been 

already  touched  upon  by  my  ingenious  friend 
Mr.  James  Frafer ;  but  being  foreign  to 
his  more  immediate  concern  (the  invafion  of 
Nadir  Shaw)  he  has  touched  it  fo  (lightly,  as 
to  convey  a  very  imperfedt  idea  of  the  cir- 
cumjlances  attending  the  many  aftonifhing 
changes  that  happened  in  this  (hort  and  me¬ 
morable  period.  Thefe  particulars  I  was  fa¬ 
vored  with  at  Patna ,  A .  D.  1733,  by  a  fen- 
iible  Armenian >  who  redded  alternately  at 
Agra  and  Delhy ,  in  a  civil  poft  of  fome  truft, 
under  the  Emperors  ;  during  the  courfe  of 
thefe  tranfadlions. 

II.  Tranfadlions  in  the  fubahdaary  of 
Bengali ;  from  the  period  that  J offer  Khan 
ruled  thefe  provinces,  to  the  ufurpation  of 
the  government  by  Aliverdi  Khan  ;  with  the 
extraordinary  circumftances  attending  the  rife 
of  this  la  ft  mentioned  Soubab,  and  his  bro¬ 
ther  Hodjee  Blame P  > 

III.  A 

*  The  world  has  been  already  treated  with  this 
part  of  my  fubjecf,  bv  a  gentleman  in  his  lucubra¬ 
tions,  printed  in  Edinburgh  ij6i,  under  the  title  of 
44  Reflections  on  the  government  of  Indoftan,  and  a  Jhsrf 

44  /ketch , 
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III.  A  fummary  account  of  the  provinces 
of  Bengali ,  (properly  fo  called  :)  it's  princi¬ 
pal  towns ;  their  bearings  and  diflance  from 
each  other,  and  from  Calcutta  ;  with  an  efti- 
mate  of  their  revenues  $  and  a  feafonable  and 
perfuafive  hint  to  the  gentlemen  in  the  Eajl- 
India  direction. 

<c  Jk etch  of  the  hijlory  of  Bengali,  from  the  year  1739, 
*c  to  1756.”  This  little  piece  fell  into  my  hands,  about 
a  year  and  a  half  after  it  was  printed. — —On  perufing 
it,  I  could  not  avoid  being  furprized  at  finding  The 
Author's  “  Short  fketch,  &c.”  was  taken  from  part  of 
the  Adanufcripts  herein  before-mentioned,  and  makes 

from  page  33  to  50,  of  his  Second  epiftle - Thefe 

Manufcripts  were  penned  by  me  in  the  year  1750,  in 
my  paffage  to  Europe ,  from  materials  collected  abroad, 
I  communicated  them,  during  my  fhort  fiay  in  Eng- 
land ,  to  my  friends.  Sir  William  Baker ,  Mr.  Mabhot , 

Mr.  R.  Drake ,  Mr.  Davis  and  DoClor  Campbell. - - 

The  orginal  was  loft  at  the  capture  of  Calcutta ,  but 
after  my  fecond  return  in  1757,  I  learnt,  a  copy  had 
been  taken  of  it  without  my  knowledge,  by  a  gentle¬ 
man  to  whom  I  lent  it  abroad— -from  this  copy  I  was 
permitted  to  take  another.  How  the  Author  of  the  Re¬ 
flections  came  by  it,  he  beft  knows - -He  honours  me 

in  transcribing  from  it,  but  he  would  have  honoured  him- 
felf  more,  had  he  acknowledged  from  whence  he  took 
it ;  and  had  not  taken  fuch  fruitlefs  pains  to  difguife 
his  (yet  obvious)  plagiarifm  ;  by  mangling,  maiming 
and  curtailing  my  fubjeCts  in  the  manner  I  conceive  he 
has  done. 

IV.  A 


1 
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IV.  A  fummary  view  of  the  fundamen¬ 
tal ,  religious  tenets  of  the  Gentoos,  follow” 
ers  of  the  Shaft  ah. 

V.  A  fhort  account,  from  the  Shajlah ,  of 
the  creation  of  the  worlds,  or  univerfe. 

VI.  The  Gentoo  manner  of  computing 
time  ;  and  their  conceptions  touching  the 
age  of  the  worlds  $  and  the  period  of  their 
diffolution. 

VII.  An  account  and  explanation  of  the 
Gentoo  fafts  and  feftivals ;  with  a  repre- 
fentation  of  their  grand  fealt  of  the  Dru- 
gah  *  comprifing  a  view  of  their  principal 
idols,  and  the  genealogy  of  their  fubordi- 

nate  deities . - If  the  fafts  and  feftivals 

of  any  nation  are  once  clearly  underftood  5 
there  wants  little  more  to  convey  to  us  a 
diftindl  idea  of  their  religious  principles ; 
the  one ,  being  the  only  true  criterion  of  the 
other . 

1 

VIII.  A  diflertation  on  the  Gentoo  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  metempfycojis  ;  improperly  called 
Pythagorean ,  by  all  who  have  wrote  on  this 
fubjedt,  hitherto  fo  little  underftood. 

Having 
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Having  thus  fet  forth  my  real  motives  for 
taking  up  the  pen  again,  and  opened  the 
plan  of  my  intended  work  ;  I  {hall  here  clofe 
this  preliminary  difcourfe  :  the  favorable  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  my  labors,  by  the  candid  public, 
is  all  the  recom  pence  hoped,  or  wifhed  for, 
by  their 
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Obedient  humble  fervant. 


T.  Z.  HOLWELL. 

% 
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The  fuccejjion  of  the  Mogul!  Emperors  from 

Auring  Zebe. 


TT  7  HOE  VER  has  attentively  perufed 
V  the  hiftories  of  the  rife  of  dates  and 
kingdoms,  mud  have  made  this  melancholy 
oblervation  ;  that  the  approaches  to  ufurped 
royalty,  dominion  and  power,  are  gene¬ 
rally  founded,  in  the  fir  ft  in  (lance,  on  the 
fubdudion  of  every  virtue  from  the  human 
bread  5  as,  the  (acred  tyes  of  juftice,  natu¬ 
ral  affedion,  gratitude  and  trice  benevolence. 
A  few  exceptions  may  poffibly  fab  lift  in  the 
courfe  of  many  thoufand  years,  again  ft  our 
conclufion  ;  'but  they  are  fo  very  few ,  that 
we  think  they  cannot  in  the  leaft  invalidate 
our  general  afTertion. 

The  glittering  profpeds  of  a  crown,  fo 
dazzle  and  dim  the  eye  of  cool  reflection 
and  reafon,  that  it  becomes  blind  to  every 
other  consideration  of ‘humanity. 

’  C 


Am- 
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Ambition,  or  a  reftlefs  third  after  power 
and  dominion,  has  ever  been  the  bane  of  the 
civil  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind  5  and 
fee  ms  to  be  a  pafiion  implanted  in  the  original 
nature  and  conftrudfion  of  man  if  other- 
wife,  his  conduct  is  wholly  unaccountable  : 
for  we  fee  that  every  individual  of  the  fpecies. 
h  every  rank  and  degree,  is  grafping  and  la¬ 
bouring  to  poffefs  that  which  every  indi¬ 
vidual  is  fo  materially  concerned  to  pre¬ 
vent  •  neither  of  them  adverting  to  this  in¬ 
variable  truth  :  That  he  who  invades  the 
liberty,,  rights  and  property  of  another 5 
gives,  at  the  fame  time,  a  leffon  and  juft 
caufe  for  difpoffeffing  himfelf.— Why  this- 
eternal  warfare  and  contention  for  dominion 
between  man  and  man,  colledlively  or  fe- 
parately,  (from  his  creation  to  this  hour) 
was  originally  implanted  in  him,  we  may, 
in  a  future  differtation,  attempt  to  folve  ; 
here  we  will  only  lament,  that  fo  it  unde¬ 
niably  is* 

The  miferable  effefls  of  this  fatal  paffion 
for  rule9  is  no  where  more  flrongly  exem¬ 
plify  ?d,  than  in  the  fhort  recital  we  are 
going  to  make  of  the  fucceflors  of  Auring 
Zebe  to  the  throne  of  In  do  flan  5  to  which 
he  himfelf  did  not  arrive  without  wading 
through  a  fea  of  blood,  and  a  continued 
chain  of  almoft  unparalleled  religious  fraud, 
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perfidy  and  cruelty  :  leaving  on  record  a 
flagrant  proof,  That  no  tyes,  however  fa- 
cred,  can  refill:,  or  come  in  competition 
with,  the  charms  of  royalty.  His  bloody 
example  was  very  exafldy  copied  by  his  de~ 
fcendants. 

..  .  ,  . 

Auring  Zebe  deceafing  the  2 1  ft  of  Fe~  Anno 
bruary  1 707,  was  fucceded  in  the  throne  17070 
by  his  fecond  fon  Mabommed  Mauzm ;  for/ 
notwithstanding  the  pofitive  injunction  in 
Auring  Zebe  s  laid  Will,  in  favour  of  his 
fon  Mabommed  Azem  Shaw ,  Mabommed 
Mauzm  adopting  the  fuccefsful  example  of 
his  father,  difputed  the  crown  with  his Auring 
elder  brother;  who,  in  battle  near  Agra,Ze^e« 
was  defeated  and  killed,  Mabommed  Mauzm 
was  immediately  proclaimed  Emperor,  and 
afl timed  (amongft  other  titles  mentioned  by 
Mr.  Frafer)  the  title  of  Shaw  Allium,  King 
bf  the  World .  1  have,  in  my  collection,  two 

gold  Mohurs  ftruck  in  this  Emperor's  Reign, 

Anno  1709,  and  1711  ;  on  the  fir  ft  is  im- 
preffed  Shaw  Album ;  on  the  other,  Bahadr 
Shaw ,  Fbe  Valiant  King  3  which  title  he  was, 
latterly,  fond e it  of. 

His  reign,  though  extended  to  the  term 
of  fix  years,  was  unhappy  and  turbulent. 

The  fortune  of  war  gave  him  the  fucceflion 
to  his  father’s  dominions  3  but  he  fucceeded 

C  2  not 
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not  to  bis  capacity  and  fame  :  perplexed 
^  with  the  reftlefs  ambition  of  his  four  Jons 
who  in  his  life  time  (hewed  them  (elves  com¬ 
petitors  for  his  crown,  he  died  of  difcontent 
a  n  d  g  r  i  e  f,  Anno  1713. 

Their  names  were,  Mauz  O’ din ,  Mahom- 
Anno  wed  Azim ,  Raffeeil  al  Kaddr ,  and  Khojijla 
*7! 3*  Akhter :  they  had  been  fame  years  Gover¬ 
nors  of  diftindt  provinces,  and  were  each, 
at  the  death  of  their  father,  at  the  head  of 
a  puiffant  army  to  fupport  their  feveral  pre- 
ten  lions  to  the  throne. 

#  » 

/ 

Mahommed  Azim ,  being  fuperior  in  force, 

wealth,  and  reputation,  to  the  other  three 

„  brothers  ;  they  joined  in  league  againfl:  him; 

taking  the  moft.folemn  oath  on  Khoran ,  to 

be  faithful  to  each  other,  and  to  fubmit  to 

an  equal  partition  of  the  Empire,  in  thirds, 

as  foon  as  they  fhould  defeat  and  fucceed 

* 

6gainft  their  brother. 

In  confequence  of  this  compadt,  the  three 
brothers  united  their  refpedtive  armies ;  and 
a  general  battle  enfued  ;  in  the  firft  heat  of 
which,  Mahommed  Azim  was  killed  by  the 
(hot  of  an  arrow,  as  he  was  gallantly  charg¬ 
ing,  on  his  elephant,  the  center  of  his  bro- 
fdf  thers  army  3  which  he  was  informed  was 

com- 


/ 


commanded,  in  perfon,  by  his  eldeft  bro¬ 
ther  Mauz  O'  din , 

i  / 1 

*  ^ 

The  treafures  of  Mahommed  Azhn ,  by 
the  dexterity  of  Zulfecar  Khan ,  an  Ornrah 
in  the  intereft  or  Mauz  O' din,  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  latter  5  with  which  having 
privately  bought  over  moll:  of  the  troops  of 
his  two  remaining  brothers,  he  attacked 
them  on  the  field  of  battle,  in  violation  of 
his  folemn  oath, 

«  — 

The  brothers  being  no  ways  prepared  for 
this  hidden,  unfufpeCted  and  perfidious 
firoke ;  were  capable  of  making  but  final! 
refiftance  :  the  elder  of  the  two,  Raffeeil  al 
Kaddr,  was  prefently  killed  ;  and,  what  is 
worthy  remark,  fell  upon  the  body  of  his 
brother  Mahommed  Aztm.  Khojijia  Akhter, 
the  yoangeft  of  the  four,  collecting  fomefew 
of  his  own  and  Raffeeil  al  Kaddr  $  troops, 
fled  towards  the  province  of  Deccan ,  his 
government ;  but  being  purfued  and  attacked 
by  Mauz  O' din,  flhared  the  fame  fate  with 
his  brothers, 

<  1  ‘  1 

Thus  Mauz  O'  din  became,  like  his  father 
and  grandfather,  pofleffed  of  the  throne  of 
Indojlan ,  by  the  perfidious  deftruCtion  of 
his  brothers  ;  one  circumftance  however 
might  be  pleaded  in  behalf  of  Mauz  O' din, 

C  3  ■  which 
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which  neither  of  the  other  two  could  lay 
any  claim  to, — -for  he  was  the  legal  heir  to 
the  crown  :  but  it  may  alfo  juftly  be  faid, 
that  he  had  waved  and  given  up  his  legal 
right,  when  he  entered  into  the  voluntary 
com  pad:  with  his  brethren.  He  was  pro¬ 
claimed  Emperor  by  the  ftile  and  title  of 
Manx  O' din  Jehandar  Shaw ,  The  King  who 
pojjejjes  the  World ;  and  appointed  Zulfecar 
Khan  his  Vizir. 

$hai»je-  Jehandar  was  a  weak  Prince;  and  very 
banJJ0  ^oon  a^£er  thought  himfelf  in  fecure  pof- 
1^15.  feflion  of  the  throne,  he  funk  and  loft  him¬ 
felf  in  the  luxuries  and  debaucheries  of  the 
Seraglio :  fo  wholly  devoting  his  hours  to  a 
famed  courtefan  called  Lol  Koar ,  (better 
known  in  Indojlan  by  the  name  of  Loll 
KooreeJ  that  he  neglected  every  duty  which 
ought  to  diftinguilh  the  Man,  and  the  King. 

This  courtefan  was  of  exquifite  beauty* 
gnd  highly  excelled  as  a  dancer  and  finger, 
in  which  profeffion  fhe  was  originally  bred  5 
befides  thefe  qualifications,  it.  is  faid,  her 
converfation  was  engaging  and  bewitching. 

.  The  Monarch,  intoxicated  with  her  allure¬ 
ments,  had  no  will  but  hers  :  by  her  in¬ 
fluence  (he  filled  all  places  of  the  higheft 
truft  and  honour,  with  her  bafe  relations. 
This  infatuated  condudt,  brought  the  Em¬ 
peror 
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pcror  and  Empire  into  the  loweft  con¬ 
tempt  5  and  gave  univerfal  difguft  to  ail  the 
Gmrahs  and  great  officers  of  the  kingdom  ; 
who  one  by  one,  under  various  pretexts, 
withdrew  themfelves  from  court ;  and  me¬ 
ditated  a  favourable  conjuncture  to  depofe  their 
fovereign. 

Amongft  the  difaffeCted,  were  two  Gene¬ 
rals  and  Omrahs  of  the  court,  of  diftinguifli- 
ed  character  and  authority ;  named  Hoffan 
Aly  Khan  and  Abdallah  Khan ;  brothers  of 
the  tribe  of  the  Seyds,  for  whom  Mahome¬ 
tans  bear  a  religious  veneration,  Thefe,  in 
concert  with  others  of  the  Omrahs,  deter¬ 
mined  to  raife  Mahommed  Furrukhsir  to  the 
throne  ;  and  fuddenly,  at  the  head  of  a 
choice  body  of  troops,  retired  towards  Ben¬ 
gali,  where  Furrukhsir  then  refided. 

This  young  Prince  was  the  fon  of  Ma-  Jlnno 
hommed  Azim ,  already  mentioned,  and  ne-  J7l5' 
phew  to  the  Emperor ;  he  had  redded  feme 
years  at  Dacca ,  ( then  the  metropolis  of 
Bengal)  by  the  appointment  of  his  grand¬ 
father  Shaw  Allum ,  where  he  was  fo  much 
beloved,  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  city, 
to  this  day,  in  their  common  fongs  lament 
his  fate,  with  tears ;  and  celebrate  his  me¬ 
mory, 

c  4 
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When  Furrukhsir  firft  received  advice  of 
Shaw  'Al turns  death,  and  the  fatal  cata- 
llr-ophe  of  his  hither  and  uncles  ;  he  with¬ 
drew  from  Dacca  ;  knowing  his  uncle,  Je- 
handar ,  would  never  think  himfelf  fecure 
on  the  throne,  whilil  fo  near  a  pretender  to 
it  was  in  being.  Much  perplexed,  and  ir- 
refolute  what  courfe  to  take,  as  he  was  at 
the  head  of  an  inconfiderable,  but  faithful 
body  of  horfe,  .retiring  out  of  the  province, 
lie  was  met  by  exprefs  meffengers  from  the 
revolters  ;  urging  his  immediate  advance  to 
Patna  in  the  province  of  Bahaar  ;  where  on 
his  arrival  .he  was  received  by  Seyd  Hoff  an 
Aly  Khan,  Seyd  Abdallah  Khan ,  and  other 
principal  Omrahs  and  Officers  ;  who  in- 
ftantly  proclaimed  him  Emperor  of  In - 
doji  an. 

On  the  firft  news  of  this  revolt  and  com¬ 
petitor,  the  court  was  ft  ruck  with  a  panick  ; 
but  the  Emperor,  buried  in  the  embraces 
of  his  beloved  Loll  Kooree ,  treated  it  as  an 
impotent  attempt  hardly  worth  his  notice  ; 
contenting  himfelf  with  fending  his  fon  Eas 
O' din,  at  the  head  of  15,000  horfe,  to  fup- 
prefs  him  3  with  orders  to  bring  the  traitor’s 
'head. 

•  T  ,  .  * 

Exprefs  after  exprefs  arriving  with  in¬ 
telligence  that  Furrukhsir  s  party  gained 

1  v  ftrength 
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ftrength  every  hoar ;  and  that  he  was  in  full 
march  towards  Agra ;  the  Emperor  r6-in- 
forced  his  fon  with  a  large  body  of  troops, 
under  the  joint  command  of  his.  Vizir  Zul- 
fecar  Khan ,  and  his  favourite  Gokuldas  Khan ; 
between  whom  there  fub  lifted  much  private 
jealoufy  and  enmity. 


Furrukhsir  had  by  this  time  drawn  to- 
gether  a  refpedlable  army ;  and  thought 
himfelf  ftrong  enough  to  quit  Patna  :  which 
he  accordingly  did,  and  by  forced  marches 
advanced  as  far  as  Chivalram  in  the  pro- 
vince  of  Eleabas , .  where  he  was  met  by  Eas 
O' din,  at  the  head  of  his  15000  horfe. 
This  young  Prince,  after  a  fhort  conteft, 
perceiving  the  fuperiority  of  the  enemy's 
forces ;  thought  it  advifeable  to  retreat  to¬ 
wards  Agra>  which  he  did  in  good  order  j 
and  in  a  few  days  was  joined  near  Agra  by 
the  troops,  fent  by  the  Emperor  under  the 
command  of  the  Vizir  and  Gokuldas  Khan9 
to  reinforce  them  :  here  it  was  reiolved  to 
wait  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  for  which 
they  did  not  wait  long ;  and  a  general  battle 
quickly  enfued. 


Anno. 

I7I5* 


The  Emperor's  forces,  by  the  advice  of 
Zulfecar  Khan ,  were  formed  into  three  di- 
vifions.  The  center  was  commanded  by 

.  Eas 
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jf&as  O' din  \  the  right  by  Gokuldas  Khan ;  and 
the  left  by  Zulfecar  Khan . 

\ 

Furrukhsir  obferved  the  like  divifion  of 
his  forces.  He  gave  the  command  of  his 
center  to  Seyd  Hofjan  Aly  Khan  ,  the  right 
to  Seyd  Abdallah  Khan  ;  and  led  on  the 
left  himfelf  j  preferring  this,  as  the  poll 
;of  the  greateft  honor  j  bccatife  it  was  the 
poft  of  greateft  danger,  as  being  oppofed 
to  Gokuldas  Khan  ;  who  commanded  the 
right  divifion  of  the  Emperor’s  forces ;  and- 
.was  juftly  efteemed  the  moil  con fum mate 
general  and  intrepid  foldier  in  the  Em¬ 
pire. 

Mr.  Frafer  in  his  fhort  narrative  inti¬ 
mates,  that  the  Emperor  was  in  perfon  in 
this  engagement ;  but  herein  his  intelligence 
deceived  him  :  for  it  is  a  known  fad:,  that 
She  was  never  roufed  fo  far  from  the  lethar¬ 
gic  pleafures  he  was  immerfed  in,  as  once 
to  quit  the  Seraglio  ;  and  indeed  the  flat¬ 
tering  informations  that  were  hourly  con¬ 
veyed  to  him  of  the  defeat  of  the  rebels, 
by  Loll  Kooree  (who  dreaded  his  abfence ) 
prevented  his  ever  bellowing  a  thought 
that  way  ;  until  it  was  too  late  to  think  of 
it  fo  any  purpofe.  But  to  refume  our  fub- 
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The  battle  was  fought  with  great  obftit 
nacy  and  gallantry  on  both  tides — Wonders 
are  recorded  of  the  fpirited  actions  and  per- 
fonai  bravery  of  Eas  O' din  and  Gokuldas 
Khan ;  and  not  lefs  reported  of  the  valour 
of  Furrukhsir ,  and  Seyd  Ho  (Jan  Aly  Khan ; 
but  the  decifive  ftroke  of  vidorv  was  given 
by  Seyd  Abdallah  Khan  :  this  General,  ob- 
ferving  the  Vizir  draw  off  and  retire  with 
his  diviflon,  wheeled  and  vigoroufly  attack¬ 
ed  Eas  O' din  in  flank  $  whilfl:  he  was  hard 
preffed  in  front  by  Seyd  Elofjdn  Aly  Khan , 
Eas  O'  din  at  the  fame  time  learning  chat  the 
brave  Gokuldas  Khan  was  killed,  and  his  - 
right  wing  defeated  by  Furrukhsir ;  a  gene¬ 
ral  rout  foon  followed.- - Eas  O' din  efcaped 

with  difficulty  from  the  battle ;  and  by  a 
change  of  fwift  horfes  reached  Delhy ,  where 
in  the  prefence  of  his  father,  he  died  of  his 
wounds  in  an  hour. 

Furrukhsir  prudently  ordered  the  troops 
to  be  fpared  in  the  purfuit.  This  clemency* 
and  the  addreffes  of  fome  emiffaries  fent 
amongft  them,  operated  fo  ftrongly  on  them $ 
that,  to  a  man,  they  revolted  from  the  Em¬ 
peror  ;  and  joined  Furrukhsir  :  whofe  tri¬ 
umph,  on  this  happy  fuccefs,  was  greatly 
abated  by  the  abfence  and  fuppofed  death 
pf  Seyd  Hojfan  Aly  Khan .  Short  lighted 
mortal !  little  didft  thou  at  that  time  know, 
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that  thou  wert  regretting  the  lofs  and  life 
of  the  man,  who1  in  a  very  Abort  period 
would  deprive  thee  of  thine  own  !—  A  large 
reward  being  promifed  by>  the  Prince  ^  and 
fearch  being  made ;  Seyd  Hojfah  Aly  Khan 
was  found  amongft  the  flain  with  figns  of 

life,,  and  his  recovery  effected. 

*■ 

The  treacherous  conduct  of  the  Vizir 
Zulfecar  Khan ,  it  was  faid,  proceeded  from 
cowardice,  and  refen  tment  at  Gokuldas  Khans 
being  joined  in.  the  command  with  him 
(a  fotrrce  from  which  the  greateft  defigrrs 
have  often  proved  abortive.)  When  he  re¬ 
tired  with  his  divifion,  he  made  the  bell 
of  his  way  to  Delhy  •  where,  foon  after,  the 
arrival  of  the  unfortunate  Eas  O'  din ,  too 
plainly  ipoke  the  deftiny  of  the  Emperor  his 
Father. 

1 

Some  feeble  attempts  were  made  to  raife 
frefh  troops,  and  put  the  city  in  a  pofture 
of  defence  ;  but  the  fad  den  approach  of 
Furrukhstr  put  a  period  to  every  hope. 
The  Emperor,  his  uncle,  fell  into  his  hands 
without  refiftance.  His  head  was  imme¬ 
diately  cut  off  3  and  his  trunk  being  fixed  up¬ 
on  an  elephant,  was  expofed  round  the  city. 
His  Vizir,  Zulfecar  Khan ?  was  tied  by  the 
feet  to  the  tail  of  the  fame  elephant,  and 
dragged  until  he  expired  :  a  death  cruel, 

and 
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and  efteemed  the  mod  difhonourable  that 
can  he  inflidted  upon  a  criminal ;  but  fcarcely 
fevcre  enough  for  that  minifter  who  facrifices 
the  interefi,  and  caufe  of  his  King,  to  his  own 
private  refentmcnts.  He  was  little  latnent- 
ed  ;  for  by  his  ma  1  -  a  d  m  i  n  i  ft  rat  i  o  n ,  whilft 
Vizir,  he  had  acquired  the  univerfal  hatred 
of  the  people. 


Mauz  O' din  Jehander  Shaw  thus  failing  Anno 
a  facrifice  to  love  and  indolence;  Mabm- 
med  Furruhir  was  proclaimed  Emperor  o imjFur- 
In  doji  an,  without  opposition.  The  find  actsr;^'-V 
of  his  government  confined,  in  rewarding 
thofe  who  had  railed  him  to  the  throne. 

Fie  appointed  Seyd  Abdallah  Khan  his  Vi¬ 
zir  ;  and  Seyd  Ho  Jan  Aly  Khan  his  Bukjhi , 
or  Pay-Mailer  General,  with  the  title  of 
Emir  a l  Gmrab  ;  (The  Prince  of  Princes ) 
and  bellowed  upon  him  the  government  of 
Deccan ;  fuitably  rewarding  the  other  Qm- 
rahs  that  had  rend  red  him  fervice. 


But  before  we  enter  on  the  reign  of  Fur~ 
rnkhsrr ,  we  beg  to  be  indulged  a  few  words 
on  the  late  murdered  Emperor  Jehander  j 
whole  character  very  minutely  refembled  that 
of  the  unfortunate  and  licentious  Roman., 
Marcus  Antonins, 


i 
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He  was  thought  by  his  father,  Shaw  AP 
!um,  the  only  Genets]  capable  of  repulfing 
the  dangerous  anm  mv  aliens  of  the  Bo - 
luccais ;  which  threw  i.d  'he  Empire  on  the 
iide  of  Per Aa,  Prince  rauz  O1  din  was  fent 
againft  tbefe  warlike  people,  at  the  head  of 
the  choiceft  troops  in  the  Empire  ;  and  in  a 
continued  campaign  of  five  years,  he  had 
many  and  fignal  battles  with  the  invaders  j 
that  gave  him  vaft  renown.  In  one  of  thefe,- 
when  the  enemy  was  intrenched  behind  a 
ftrong  and  thick  wood,  on  which  fide  they 
Could  only  be  attacked,  he  cut  a  paffage 
through  the  wood ;  forced  their  intrench- 
ments  fword  in  hand,  and  hardly  any  of  the 
enemy  efcaped  the  flaughter.  No  fooner 
were  the  particulars  of  this  adion  arrived  at 
Court,  than  the  Emperor  his  father,  gave  him 
the  title  of  Prince  of  the  Hatchets ;  one  of 
the  honorary  titles  ever  fince  given  to  the  firft 
Prince  of  the  blood . 

His  difpofition,  before  he  came  to  the 
throne,  was  fo  engaging  and  amiable ;  that 
he  became  the  idol  of  the  whole  Empire. 
This  drew  on  him  the  jealoufy  of  his  father  3 
who,  to  counterbalance  his  growing  influ¬ 
ence,  heaped  that  partial  power  and  favor 
on  his  fecond  fon,  Meibom med  Azimy  (the 
father  of  Fnrrukhdr)  which  enabled  him  to 
make  the  (land  he  did  againft  his  brother's 
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legal  right  of  fucceffion;  at  the  demife  of 
Shaw  Allum ;  as  before  recited.  In  fhorty 
if  he  could  be  defended  from  that  perfidious 
ftroke  a  gain  ft  his  other  two  brothers  ;  and 
had  efcaped  the  bewitching  fnares  of  that 
eaftern  Cleopatra ,  Loll  Kooree  $,  he  oioft  pro¬ 
bably  would  have  left  a  more  fhining  cha¬ 
racter,  (and  a  much  more  honorable  one) 
on  the  records  of  fame,  than  that  cf  his 

V 

grandfather  Auring  Zebe . 

t 

Loll  Koar  had  the  honor  of  being  con-" 
demned,  for  life,  a  prifoner  in  the  royal  pri- 
fon,  or  caftle  of  Selhngur*  Some  of  her 
bafe  relations,  who  had  been  raifed  to  places- 
of  high  truft,  were  cut  off  by  the  conqueror ; 

and  others  degraded, 

-  -  • 

F  urrukh  sir  having  obtained  the  diadem, 
as  before  related,  peace  feemed  to  be  fettled1 
in  the  Empire :  but  the  evil  defliny  of  that- 
Prince  forbad  its  long  continuance.  During 
this  period,  the  power  of  the  Seyds  grew 
enormous ;  and  left  the  Emperor  the  name 
and  trappings  of  royalty  only  :  for  they  dif- 
po led  of  all  Important  pofts  by  their  foie  au¬ 
thority  ;  amaffed  immenfe  wealth,  and  fe~ 
queftered  the  public  revenues  to  their  own 
private  emolument ;  fee  tiring  thereby  the  at¬ 
tachment  of  the  principal  officers  of  the 

crown  3 
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crown  :  who  (with  a  very  few  exceptions) 
were  intirely  devoted  to  their  interefl. 

Furrukhsir  very  foon  faw,  and  felt  his 
defpicable  date  of  dependance  5  but  could 
not  eafilv  forget,  how  much  he  owed  to  the 
fpirited  condud:  and  frienclfhip  of  thefe  am¬ 
bitious  brothers.  He  patiently  fubmitted  to 
the  many  indignities  he  labored  under  :  with- 
out  meditating  any  thing  againft  them  ;  the 
life  and  crown  they  had  given  him,  he  knevy, 
frill  depended  too  much  on  their  will  and 
difpofal  :  he  dreaded  their  power,  which  in¬ 
deed  was  greater  than  any  fubjebts  in  this 
defpotick  government  can  po fiefs,  with  fafety 
to  their  Prince  ;  or  than  can  be  confident 
with  his  honor. 

Wearied  at  length,  at  finding  himfelf  this 
cypher  of  a  King  ;  he  nobly  determined  to 
free  himfelf  from  the  fhackles  with  which 
he  had  been  bound  fo  long;  by  having  both 
the  brothers  afiaffinated  at  the  fame  time  : 
Abdallah  Khan  at  Dclhy  :  and  Ho  (Jan  Aly 
Khan,  as  he  was  upon  his  march  to  his  go¬ 
vernment  at  Deccan  ?  where  he  was  going 
to  difpoffefs  Nizam  al  Muluck . 

1 

A  defign,  fo  complicated  in  its  nature, 
could  not  be  carried  on  without  being  com- 

Q 
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municated  to  many;  amongfl:  thefe the  Em¬ 
peror  chiefly  intruded  and  depended  on  the 
two  Omrahs,  Khondoran  Khan ,  and  Mbit 
'Jumla,  for  the  execution  of  it ;  they  being 
almoft  the  only  two  officers  about  the  court* 
who  had  been  negleded  by  the  powerful 
Seyds.  Khondoran  was  fufpeded  of  betray- 
ing  the  whole  to  Abdallah  Khan  :  whether 
this  was  the  fad,  is  uncertain ;  but  it  is  very 
certain,  both  the  brothers  had  early  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  defign  againft  them ;  and  de¬ 
termined  to  h&ye  the  ftart,  by  depofing  the 
•  Ernperof. 

The  Vizir  immediately  withdrew  from 
court ;  fent  exprefs  upon  exprefs  to  recal  his 
brother;  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a 
body  of  troops,  whdfe  commander  he  was 

by  virtue  of  his  pofh 

* 

Furrukhsir  finding  bis  intentions  againft 
the  Seyds  difcovered ;  had  recourfe  to  diffi- 
m illation  :  He  fent  his  mother  to  the  Vizir  5 
charged  with  his  folemn  proteftations  of  the 
falffiood  of  the  information  the  Vizir  had 
received  ;  and  with  profeflions  of  inviolable 
friendship  and  affedion  intreating,  that  he 
would  return  to  court ;  and  con  trad’d  any 
advices  he  might  have  difpatched  to  his  bro¬ 
ther. 


D 


The 


(  34  ) 

The  Vizir  having  no  room  to  doubt  of 
his  intelligence  of  the  Emperor’s  projected 
affaffination,  returned  for  anfwer— ' That,  as 
a  mark  of  the  fmcerity  of  his  profeffions, 
he  fbould  difcharge  his  guards  and  fervants  ; 
and  fubmit  to  receive  fuch  as  he,  the  Vi¬ 
zir,  fhould  think  proper  to  place  about  him. 
This  hard  condition  the  Emperor  abjeftly 
and  unadvifedly  confented  to  5  and  the  Vi¬ 
zir,  contented  with  this  fecurity,  waited  the 
arrival  of  his  brother,  without  proceeding 
further.  Thefe  events  fell  out  about  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  year  1719. 

Seyd  Hojfan  AH  Khan  returned  at  the 
head  of  a  ftrong  body  of  horfe,  immediately 
on  the  receipt  of  his  brother’s  letters;  and 
arrived  at  Delhy  the  14th  of  February  1719  . 
where  after  a  ihort  conference  with  the  Vi¬ 
zir,  and  Ajeet  Singh  ( Mahah  Rajah ,  and 
father-in-law  to  the  Emperor)  and  with  fe- 
veral  principal  Qmrahs ;  they  all  proceeded 
to  the  apartment  of  Auring  Zebes  daughter 
in  the  caflle  of  Sehtngur  3  and  demanded 
the  delivery  of  Rajj'eeil  al  Birjaat ,  (fon  of 
Raffeeil  al  Kaddr ,  third  fon  of  Bahadr  Shaw) 
a  youth  about  17  years  of  age;  proclaimed 
him  Emperor  of  Indojian  ;  and  (wore  allegi¬ 
ance  to  him. 


Pro- 
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Proceeding  thence  to  the  palace  with  their 
hew  King,  as  foon  as  they  came  into  the  Racial 
prefence  of  Furrukhstr  >  the  Seyds  upbraid-  DnjaaL 
ed  him  with  perfidy  and  ingratitude  ;  and 
Ajeev  Singh ,  with  the  breach  of  his  corona¬ 
tion  oath  ;  in  impofing  the  Jefcrah  (or  poll 
tax)  upon  the  Hindoos:  they  then  diverted 
him  of  his  fword,  and  enfigns  of  royalty  2 
and,  with  little  ceremony,  informed  hint 
they  had  raifed  Raffeeil  Dirjaat  to  the  throne  j 
to  whom  they  forced  him  to  pay  obeifance  j 
and  then  imprifoned  him  in  a  tower  over 
the  principal  gate  of  the  citadel. 

The  day  after  his  imprifonment,  he  wag 
miferably  deprived  of  his  fight.  On  the 
fecond,  he  attempted  to  finirti  his  torments 
by  a  dofe  of  poifon  ;  but  it  proved  ineffe&ua!  * 

On  the  third  day,  the  Vizir  fent  executioners 
to  ftrangle  him :  but  as  foon  as  he  felt  the 
cord  about  his  neck  (ftili  wretchedly  defirous 
of  life)  he  interpofed  his  hands,  and  forcibly 
broke  it ;  dragging  on,  thus,  a  miferable 
being,  until  the  next  day*  the  24th  Febru¬ 
ary  1719  ;  when  he  was  at  laft  ftrangled,  af¬ 
ter  a  reign  of  little  more  than  four  years. 

Mr.  Frafer  fays,  feven  ;  but  this  cannot  be  | 
for,  by  his  own  account^  Auring  Zebe  de~ 
ceafed  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1707  : 
his  ion,  Shaw  /ilium,  reigned  fix  years ;  that 
is*  to  the  beginning  of  the  year  1713.  Fur- 
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rukhstr  was  murdered  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1719  ;  fo  that  if  his  fucceffion  had  been 
uninterrupted,  it  could  have  been  no  more 
than  fix  years  :  but  the  intervening  reign  of 
his  uncle,  Mauz  O' din  Jehandar  Shaw,  who 
fat  on  the  throne  1 8  months,  reduces  the 
reign  of  Furrukhsir  to  four  years  and  fix 
months. 

The  Seyds  finding  they  had  miftaken  the 
genius  of  the  young  Emperor  Dirjaat , 
(whom  they  had  raifed  to  the  throne  in  pre¬ 
ference  to  his  elder  brother  Raffeeil  al  Dow - 
lat ,  as  judging  his  youth  would  be  more 
Jnno  fubfervient  to  their  views)  took  him  off  by 
jfjf9*  poifon  ;  when  he  had  reigned  about  three 
Docw.'at ,a  months :  and  raifed  to  the  throne  his  eldeft 
Sbanvje-  brother,  juft  abovementioned,  who  affumed 
han'  the  ftile  and  title  of  Shaw  jehan ,  (King  of 
the  World.) 

The  brothers,  intoxicated  with  their  ex- 
cefs  of  power,  began  by  various  adts  of 
oppreffion  to  create  themlelves  enemies  from 
all  quarters :  the  univerfal  hatred  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  for  their  repeated  murders,  co-opera¬ 
ting  with  the  envy  of  the  principal  Rajahs 
and  Omrahs ,  (who  could  endure  no  longer 
to  fee  the  Seyds  engrofs  wholly  a  power  and 
authority  in  the  Empire,  which  they  them¬ 
lelves 
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felves  wanted  a  fhare  in)  a  powerful  party 
was  now  formed  againft  them. 

j  i  v  >  /  * 

At  the  head  of  this  confederacy  were  Sa- 
•vejee  Jeet  Singh ,  (more  commonly  known 
by  the  name  of  Rajah  Jaij  Singh)  Gopaul 
Singh  Bowderee,  and  Chivalram  Roy  ;  a!! 

puiflant  Rajahs.  The  firft  named  being  he¬ 
reditary  governor  of  the  fortrefs  of  Agra,  — 

Here  it  is  appofite  that  we  recite  an  anec¬ 
dote  of  this  empire,  which  is  not  generally- 
known. 

When  the  Hindoo  Rajahs,  or  Princes  of 
Indojlan ,  fubmitted  to  Tamerlane  ;  it  was  on 
thefe  capital  ftipulations :  That  the  Empe¬ 
rors  fhould  marry  a  daughter  of  Rajah  Jeet 
Singh's  houfe  :  that  the  head  of  this  ho  life 
fhould  be,  in  perpetuity,  governors  of  the 
citadel  of  Agra ;  and  anoint  the  King  at  his 
coronation  :  and,  that  the  Emperors  fhould 
never  impofe  the  jeflerah  (or  poll  tax)  upon 
the  Hmdoes . 

Thefe  three  powerful  Rhaajepoot  Rajahs ;  jnt?@ 
with  fame  difcontented  Grnrahs ,  withdrew  1719* 
themfelves  ;  and  affembled  together  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Agra :  and,  on  the  firft 
intelligence  of  the  murder  of  Rafjeeil  Dir - 
jaat,  releafed  (from  a  forty  years  imprifon- 
iijent  in  the  caftie  of  Agra)  Nicostr  5  a  fon 
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of  the  great  Ekbbar  $  and  proclaimed  him 
Emperor :  and  raifed  a  refpeftable  army  to 
fupport  their  election.  againft  that  of  the 
Seyds^  in  favour  of  Shaw  Jehan . 

On  the  fir  ft  notice  of  this  formidable 
competitor  Seyd  Hojfan  AH  Khan  was  dis¬ 
patched  at  the  head  of  forty  thoufand  horfe 
towards  Agra  3  and  was  met,  within  four 
miles  of  that  city,  by  Nicosir  s  forces,  under 
the  command  of  jeet  Singh  :  who  putting 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  Rhaafepoots,  in¬ 
trepidly  charged  Seyd  Hojfan  Aly  Khans  army. 
A  long  and  bloody  conflict  enfued  j  wherein, 
at  laft,  Nicosir  s  forces  began  to  give  way  * 
when  the  Rhaajepoof s,  by  the  example  of 
their  Rajah  Jeet  Singh ,  difplayed  the  yel¬ 
low  fcarf  ^the  Rhaafepoats  fignal  for  con- 
queft  or  death)  by  which  means  the  battle 
had  a  fudden  turn.  Hcffiin  Aly  Khan's  troops, 
Itruck  with  terror  at  feeing  that  dreaded  fig¬ 
nal,  and  the  fury  with  which  the  Rhaafepoots 
returned  to  the  charge,  foon  turned  their 
backs  and  fled  ^  difregarding  as  well  the  he¬ 
roic  example,  as  menaces  of  their  General  5 
who,  finding  all  endeavours  to  rally  them 
fruitlefs  made  the  beft  retreat  he  could  with 
them. 

Shaw  Jehan  wifely  profiting  by  the  error 
which  had  proved  fatal  to  Mauz  O' din  ;  in  a 

fitua- 


(  39  ) 

Ikuation  fimilar  to  his  own ;  immediately 
took  the  field  with  the  Vizir  Seyd  Abdallah 
Khan :  and  with  a  large  and  chofen  body  of 
men  marched  to  fupport  and  re-inforce  Seyd 
TIojfan  Aly  Khan . 

m 

Th  is  General,  in  his  retreat,  or  rather  flight, 
had  been  vigoroufly  purfued  by  Rajah  Jeet 
Singh ,  and  his  nominal  Emperor  Nicosia; 
follicitous,  if  poflfble,  to  prevent  his  union 
with  Shaw  Johan  and  his  brother  ;  who  were 
(they  had  learned)  on  their  march  to  his 
fuccour.— In  this  judicious  intention  they 
failed  ;  for  Ho  Jan  Aly  Khan ,  with  his  beaten 
troops,  joined  the  Emperor  before  the  Rajah 
could  overtake  him.  Both  armies  being 
greatly  harraffed  with  their  fevers  marches, 
the  decifive  battle,  which  was  to  determine 
the  pofiefiion  of  this  mighty  Empire,  was 
delayed  until  the  next  day. 

* 

Ho  Jan  Aly  Khan ,  it  was  faid,  feleded  the 
evening  before  the  battle,  a  body  of  2000 
horfe  ;  com po fed  all  of  fubaltern  officers ; 
to  whom  he  gave  ftridt  command,  that  they 
fhould  pay  regard  to  nothing  elfe  in  the  ap¬ 
proaching  engagement,  but  the  cutting  off* 
or  taking  prifoner  Nicosia ,  or  Jeet  Singh . 

The  battle  began  foon  after  fun-rife  the 
next  morning ;  and  w7as  fought  with  in- 
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credible  fury  and  obftinacy,  for  the  fpace  of 
three  hours :  but,  at  length,  the  party  above- 
mentioned  lo  well  executed  what  they  had 
in  charge,  that  they  took  Nicoszr  prifoner ; 
which  being  immediately  known  to  his  party, 
they  werefoon  after  defeated,  or  rather  put  to 
flight:  for  in  thefe  eaftern  battles,  if  the  prin-r 
cipal  on  either  fide  is  killed  or  taken  prifoner, 

there  is  an  end  generally  to  the  conteft.- - - 

The  iffue  of  this  battle,  which  was  fought 
about  the  middle  of  June  1719,  on  the 
plains  of  Fatteabad ,  put  Shaw  jzhan  in  tran¬ 
quil  pofTefljon  of  the  Empire. 

The  Emperor  gave  Nicoszr  the  choice  of 
death,  or  lofs  of  fight :  he  preferred  the  lat¬ 
ter  ;  which  was  executed  on  him  in  the  field 
of  battle  ;  and  he  then  was  conducted  back 
to  his  prifon  at  Agra  ;  a  melancholy  victim 
to  the  ambition  of  others* 

Savages  ‘Jeet  Singh ,  with  a  feledt  body 
of  Rhaafepoots  by  a  well  conducted  retreat 
recovered  Agra ;  and  was  foon  after  recon¬ 
ciled  to  the  King  and  admitted  to  favour  ; 
conformable  to  the  Ready  policy  of  this  go¬ 
vernment  :  in  keeping  a  good  understanding 
with  the  principal  Rajahs  ;  and  more  efpe- 
pally  with  the  head  of  this  houfe  $  who  is 
ever  capable  of  railing  and  fomenting  a  very 
formidable  party,  upon  any  intended  revo- 
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fution  in  this  defpotic  and  precarious  mo¬ 
narchy. 


Shaw  Jehan  lived  not  long  to  enjoy  his 
high  dignity ;  for  he  died  a  natural  deaths 
foon  after  his  return  to  Delh\\  towards  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1719.  Happy  1  we 
may  fay,  in  having  made  this  quiet  and  eafy 
exit ;  for  had  he  difcovered  a  wifii  to  make 
himfeif  a  King ,  indeed ;  it  is  more  than  pro¬ 
bable,  he  would  have  {hared  the  fame  fate 
with  his  three  predecefiors. 


His  death,  for  fome  days,  was  concealed 
by  the  Angular  addrefs  of  the  Seyds  ,  and 
Hoffan  AU  Khan ,  on  the  night  that  Shaw 
Jehan  deceafed,  privately  fet  out  with  a 
fmall,  but  feledt  party  of  horfe  for  Agrar> 
where  he  publifhed  his  death  :  and,  with  the 
participation  of  the  Mhaahah  Rajah,  Savajee 
Jeet  Singh  immediately  proclaimed  Makotn- 
med  Shaw  Emperor  of  Indqftan ;  who  was 
by  the  Rajah  anointed  accordingly.  Mahom- 
med  Shaw  was  the  only  fon  of  Khojijlah 
Akhter ,  before  mentioned  ;  the  youngeft  fon 
of  Shaw  Allum .  Soon  after,  the  Vizir  and 
the  other  great  officers  of  the  crown  arrived 
at  Agra ,  to  pay  their  fubmiffion  to  the  new 
Emperor  3  and  were  all  confirmed  in  their 
? 
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Mohammed  Shaw,  was  foon  convinced, 
by  the  firft  movements  of  the  Seyds,  that 
though  he  was  raifed  to  the  poffeffion  of  the 
enfigns  and  exteriors  of  royalty  ;  he  was  in 
effect  little  better  than  a  prifoner  of  ftate  5 
whilft  the  two  brothers  exercifed  the  un- 
controuled  authority  they  had  fo  long  and 
fuccefsfully  ufurped.  He  did  not  want 
courage 3  but  plainly  faw  their  power  was 
too  great  to  be  attacked  by  open  force  :  he 
therefore  wifely,  for  fame  time,  diffembled 
his  fentiments  and  refentments  5  until  he 
could  form  a  proper  judgment  who,  amongft 
the  Omrahs  and  officers,  were  truft  worthy ; 
and  in  whom  he  could  with  fafety  to  himfelf 
put  a  perfedt  confidence. 

It  was  not  long  before  his  penetration 
pointed  out  the  perfons  he  fought  for.  Ma- 
hommed  Amin  Khan,  Hey  dr  Kuli  Khan ,  and 
Kondoran ,  all  Omrahs  of  the  firft  rank,  he 
was  well  affured,  were  inveterate,  though 
concealed  enemies  to  the  Seyds :  to  thefe  Om- 
rahs  therefore  he  ventured  to  open  himfelf, 
about  the  middle  of  September  1720 ;  and 
hi  oft  pathetically  lamented  his  abjedt  depen¬ 
dant  ftate,  under  the  tyranny  of  the  Seyds  3 
imploring  their  affifianee  to  extricate  and 
free  him ;  themfelves;  and  his  people  from 
their  uforped  power. 
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This  overture  from  the  Emperor  met 
with  a  warm  reception  from  the  Omrahs  3 
they  fwore  fidelity  to  him  5  and  he*  on  his 
part,  fwore  that  Mahommed  Amin  Khan 
fhould  fucceed  to  the  Vizir ut 3  Khondoran  to 
the  Mhir  Bukhfpi ;3  and  be  created  Emhir  al 
Omrah  :  and  that  Hey  dr  Kali  Khany  (who 
was  at  this  time  General  of  the  Ordinance) 
fhould  obtain  the  Soubahdary  of  Ahmeda - 
had . 

Thefe  preliminaries  fettled  3  and  the  fide- 
lity  of  thefe  Omrahs  fecured,  more  by 
making  it  their  own  intereft,  than  from, 
any  attachment  to  the  royal  family  3  a  fa¬ 
vourable  occaficn  was  only  wanting  :  and 
the  Seyds  themfelves  contributed  in  forne  de¬ 
gree  to  their  own  downfal, — -for  now  the 
meafure  of  their  iniquity  was  full, — too 
long  had  they  reigned  the  opprefifors  of  their 
Kings,  and  of  the  people. 

The  fir  ft  aft  of  the  Seyds  power,  after 
the  acceffion  of  Mahommed  Shaw ,  was  to 
oblige  him  to  declare  Nizam  al  Muluck  a 
traytor  3  and  demand  his  appearance  at 
court. 

-  ■  ’  k  r 

Nizam  bad  been  long  obnoxious  to  the 
Seyds :  the  infurreftion  raifed  by  Rajah  Jeel 
Singh  in  favour  of  Nicosir ,  had  prevented 

their 
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their  looking  towards  him  fooner  ;  but  now, 
having  fixed  Mahommed  Shaw  on  the  throne, 
they  determined  to  fupprefs  him. 

Nizam  well  knowing  there  was  no  me¬ 
dium  between  death  and  the  jealoufy  of  the 
Seyds,  in  place  of  paying  obedience  to  the 
royal  mandate,  killed  the  gurfburdars  (mef- 
fengers)  that  brought  it :  .advanced  from 
his  government  of  Malva  to  Eugon  ;  where 
he  f'eized  the  royal  treafure  :  from  thence 
he  penetrated  into  Deccan ,  the  government 
of  Seyd  Hoffan  AU  Khan ;  attacked  the  ca¬ 
pital  of  the  province  and  took  it ;  affumed 
the  Soubahfhip  ;  and  fending  his  Niabs ,  or 
deputy  governors  to  every  part,  difplaced 
thofe  of  j Hoffan  Ali  Khan ;  and  treated  even 
his  women  with  great  indignities.  After 
thefe  exploits  (to  which  it  was  faid  he  was 
privately  inftigated  by  the  Emperor  pur- 
pofeiy  to  exafperate  the  Seyds)  he  wrote  the 
moft  fubmiilive- letter  to  the  Emperor;  exte¬ 
nuating  and  palliating  the  necefiity  of  a  con- 
dud,  to  which  the  tyranny  and  injuftice  of 
the  Seyds  had  drove  him. 

On  news  of  the  outrages  committed  by 
Nizam  in  the  Deccan ,  the  Emperor  put  on 
a  well  d ilTem bled  rage;  and  fwore  by  Ma¬ 
homet  9  he  would  take  the  field  againft  the 
rebel  hi mfc if.  This  refol'ution  was  the  refuft 
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of  a  private  conference  with  his  aflociated 
Omrahs;  it  being  judged,  the  firft  neceflary 
Hep  for  the  reduction  of  thefe  dangerous 
brothers  was,  to  feparate  them  :  accordingly 
the  Emperor  ordered  the  Vizir  Seyd  Abdal¬ 
lah  Khan  to  return  to  Delby,  to  fuperintend 
the  civil  adminiftration  ;  and  preferve  the 
peace  of  that  city  during  his  abfence  :  and 
himfelf,  with  Seyd  Hof] an  Ah  Khan ,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Omrahs,  took  the  field  on 
the  28th  of  September  1720,  with  a  royal 
and  powerful  army,  for  the  pretended  re¬ 
duction  of  the  rebel  Nizam  al  Muluk . 

The  Emperor  made  a  long  march  that 
day  towards  Deccan ,  and  encamped  late  in 
the  evening.  Here  the  means  for  aflfaffi- 
Bating  Seyd  Ho  [Jan  All  Khan  were  adjufted 
by  the  three  Omrahs,  to  whom  the  King 
left  the  execution  of  this  important  event  : 
they  found  it  neceflary  now  to  difcover  their 
defign  to  feveral  other  Omrahs,  who  they 
knew  had  been  deeply  injured  by  the  Seyds , 
‘and  were  as  inveterate  as  themfelves.  Amongft 
thefe,  one  Hyddr  Khan ,  a  final l  Munfub- 
dar  of  diftinguifhed  courage,  was  pitched 
upon  to  perpetrate  the  deed ;  and  as  the  at¬ 
tempt  muft  be  attended  with  apparent  ha¬ 
zard  to  Hyddr  Khan ,  Mahommed  Amin 
Khan ,  and  Hey  dr  Kuh  Khan ,  to  encourage 
him  they  foleranly  engaged  to  be  at  hand 

with 
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with  a  feledt  party  to  refcue  him  from  the 
rage  of  Hoffan  Ali  Khan  s  followers, 

* 

Early  the  next  morning  the  fignal  was 
made  for  decamping,  and  Seyd  Hojfan  went 
into  the  Emperor’s  tent  to  pay  his  obeifance 
and  receive  his  orders :  all  the  Omrahs  and 
officers,  as  cuftomary,  were  round  his  tent: 
Hyddr  Khan  placed  hirnfelf  at  the  door  with 
a  petition  in  his  hand  :  as  foon  as  Seyd  Hoj¬ 
fan  came  out  of  his  tent,  and  had  feated 
hirnfelf  in  his  pallenkeen,  Heyddr  Khan  pre- 
fented  his  petition  ;  and  whilft  Seyd  Hojfan 
was  attentively  perufing  it,  the  affaffin  (tab¬ 
bed  him  with  bis  kunjaar  (dagger)  between 
the  neck  and  collar  bone,  of  which  wound 
he  inftantly  expired. 

Notwithftanding  the  folemn  engagement 
to  refcue  Hyddr  Khany  it  was  judged  expe¬ 
dient  to  facrifice  this  daring  man,  that  his 
death  might  blunt  andfatiate,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  the  wrath  of  thcfe  guards  who  were  in 
immediate  attendance  on  the  General’s  per- 
fon  5  by  whom  Hyddr  Khan  was  affaulted 
with  the  utmoft  fury  ;  and  though,  draw¬ 
ing  his  fcymitar,  he  defended  hirnfelf  with 
aftonifhing  bravery  for  fome  time;  yet,  over¬ 
powered  by  numbers,  he  was  cut  to  pieces. 
Neverth clefs  the  tumult  raifed  about  the  body 
did  not  ceafe,  until  Mahommed  Amin  Khan , 

Khon - 
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Khondoran ,  Hey  dr  Kuli  Khan ,  and  their  troops 
came  op  to  quell  it.  The  Emperor  mount¬ 
ing  his  elephant  and  caufing  proclamation  to 
be  made  to  the  army,  that  the  Emhir  al  Omrah 
was  killed  by  his  order,  the  confufion  fubfid- 
ed;  except  in  one  quarter  5  where  five  thou- 
fand  troops,  commanded  by  Jieratt  Khan 9 
nephew  to  the  deceafed  General,  breathed 
nothing  but  revenge  :  between  thefe  and  the 
royal  troops  a  fharp  conflict  enfued,  in  which 
many  were  killed  (on  both  fides)  amongft 
whom  was  a  fon  of  Mahommed  Amin  Khan ; 
but  Jieratt  Khan  falling  by  an  arrow  dis¬ 
charged  by  the  King,  (who  it  was  faid  emp¬ 
tied  three  quivers  in  the  engagement)  the 
reft  called  for  quarter. 

The  Emperor  proceeding  to  the  tent  of 
Seyd  Ho  Jan  Ah  Khan ,  fat  upon  his  elephant 
and  faw  the  foldiers,  by  his  permiflion,  plun¬ 
der  it  of  a  khorore  of  Rupees  The 
jewels,  found  there  to  an  equal  amount, 
were  appropriated  to  his  own  ufe. 

Mahommed  Shaw,  fen  fable  that  but  half 
the  work  was  done,  whilft  Seyd  Abdallah 
Khan  furvived,  immediately  di  reded  his 
march  towards  Delhy ;  declaring  Mahommed 
Amin  Khan  Vizir.,,  and  Khondoran ,  Emhir 
al  Omrah . 


*  One  Million  Sterling,. 
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Abdallah  Khan  was  not  far  from  Dell 
when  an  exprefs  from  Jierait  Khan  over¬ 
took  him,  advifing  him  of  the  tragical  death 
of  his  brother:  he  faw  his  own  danger,  and 
inftantly  difpatched  a  trufty  officer  with  a 
party  of  horfe  to  that  city*  with  orders  to 
return  immediately  with  Sultan  Ibrahim , 
younger  brother  of  the  Emperors,  Raffeeil  at 
Dirjaat ,  and  Raffeeil  al  Dowlat .  The  officer 
executed  his  commiffion  with  great  celerity  5 
and  being  returned  with  Sultan  Ibrahim * 
Abdallah  proclaimed  that  young  Prince  Em¬ 
peror  of  Indoffan :  then  putting  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  numerous  army,  he  marched  back 
to  meet  Mahommed  Shaw, 

The  two  armies  met  the  latter  end  of 
October ,  Anno  1720,  and  a  bloody  battle 
enfued.  ViAory  flood  doubtful  a  long  time, 
to  which  flic  fliouid  give  the  day ;  but 
when  Abdallah  was  on  the  verge  of  fnatch- 
ing  a  certain  conqueft,  a  feafonable  re-in- 
forcement  turned  the  ifliie  in  favour  of  the 
Emperor :  for  during  the  heat  of  the  en¬ 
gagement  Diahahadr  (nephew  of  Chivalrani 
Governor  of  Eleabas)  arrived  with  a  frefli 
body  of  troops ;  thefe  afiaulting  the  rear  and 
flank  of  AbdallaR s  army  with  the  greateft 
intrepidity,  a  total  defeat  and  rout  foon  fol¬ 
lowed.  Seyd  Abdallah  Khan  was  taken  pri- 
foner ;  the  Emperor  fpared  his  life,  in  con- 
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federation  of  his  owing  him  the  crown  lie 
wore  ;  but  condemned  him  to  perpetual  im- 
prifonment  (as  recited  more  minutely  hy 
Mr.  Frafer)  fequeftring  his  vaft  poffeffions 
and  wealth  to  his  own  ufe. 

Thus  fell  the  Seyds  Hojfan  All  Khan , 
and  Abdallah  Khan ,  by  a  reverie  of  fortune 
too  common  to  be  very  remarkable.  The 
wonder  is,  that  they  iliould  have  maintain¬ 
ed  themfelves  fo  long  (in  this  defpotic  and 
violent  government)  in  a  degree  of  abfolute 
power  and  authority,  hardly  equalled  in  do¬ 
ry  ;  and  that,  during  the  reigns  of  five  fuc- 
ceffive  Emperors,  four  of  whom  they  them - 
/elves  had  placed  upon  the -throne. 

The  lad  decifive  firoke  put  Mahommed 
Shaw  into  the  quiet,  poffeffion  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  of  In  doji  an.  A  long  peace  enfued  ; 
and  the  Emperor  gave  a  loofe  to  the  in- 
dulgence  of  his  natural  propenfities,  which 
centered  only  in  the  exceflive  ufe  of  wine, 
women,  and  hunting.  To  every  thing  elfe  he 
became  regardlefs  :  the  reins  of  govern¬ 
ment  in  time  flackened  ;  confufion  in  the 
Empire  followed  :  every  Omrah  was  plan¬ 
ning  for  himfelf ;  and  none  thought  of  the 
public .  Thefe  univerfal  diforders  endanger¬ 
ed,  in  confequence,  the  health  and  well- 
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being  of  the  ftate ;  and  paved  the  way  for 
the  invafion  of  the  Empire  by  Nadir  Shaw , 
in  the  year  1738;  (fo  accurately  inveftigat- 
ed'by  Mr.  Frafer )  which  was  brought 
about  by  the  intrigues  of  Nizam  al  Mu  Hue k. 
This  rainifter,  after  the  reduction  of  the 
Seydsy  was  foon  taken  into  favour,  and  con¬ 
firmed  in  the  government  of  Deccan  y  or  ra¬ 
ther  maintained  himfelf  there  by  his  own 
ftrength,  as  an  independant  fovereign. 

My  readers  will  cafily  perceive,  that  in 
the  foregoing  recital  I  have  followed  the 
thread  of  Mr.  Frafer  s  concife  narrative 
and  have  only  deviated  from  him  in  thofe 
parts,  where  my  materials  afforded  me 
fuller  Intelligence ;  and  in  variety  of  tranf- 
addons  which  he  (obvioufly)  thought  lay 
out  of  the  way  of  his  main  chjeB :  his 
intention  being,  very  evidently,  no  more 
than  to  giye  a  conneded  catalogue  of  the 
Mogulls  from  Fimur  Lung  ;  ( Famarlarn )  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  convey  a  flight  view 
of  the  progreffive  ftate  and  condition  of  the 
Empire  of  Indojian ,  as  neceffhrily  prepara¬ 
tive  to  the  period  of  Nadir  Shaw9 s  invafion 
of  it;  without  embarraffing  himfelf’ with 
any  more  of  the  particular  circumftances 
attending  the  fucceffions,  than  were  con¬ 
fident  with,  and  immediately  in  point  to 
.  his 
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his  defign.  All  that  I  with  or  hope  for 
from  this  produ&ion  is,  that  it  may  be 
Adeemed  an  ill  nitration  only  of  that  inge¬ 
nious  and  learned  gentleman’s  work  ;  com- 
prifed  within  the  fpace,  from  during  Zebe’$ 
deraife*  to  the  redudtion  of  the  Seyds* 
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C  FI  A  P.  II. 

t  s 

! Tranfaftions  in  the  Subahdary  of  Bengal* 
from  the  year  1717  to  the  year  1750* 
inclufive . 

OU  R  prefent  fubjedt  calls  us  back  to 
the  reign  of  Furrukhstr ,  when  Jaff  lr 
Khan,  an  Omrah  of  great  confideration  and 
Intereft  at  court,  ruled  thofe  provinces  with 
a  rod  of  iron.  His  name,  to  this  day,  is 
remembered  with  deteftation  ;  to  fill  his 
coffers,  he  in  Aided  the  moil  cruel  punish¬ 
ments  on  the  Rajahs  and  Zimindars ,  by 
ways  and  means  unheard  of,  and  unknown, 
but  in  this  Eaftern  government.  He  alfo 
highly  opprefled  the  Europeans  fettled  in 
thefe  parts  ;  yet,  notwithftanding  his  very 
mal-adminiftration,  he  had  the  addrefs  to 
obtain  the  governments  of  Bahar  and  Or  if- 
fa ,  united  with  that  of  Bengal  in  his  per- 
fon  5  which  ever  before  had  been  diftind 
and  feparate  Nabobfhips. 

~ .  .  With 
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With  this  new  acquifition  of  power,  he 
removed  from  Dacca  ;  which,  until  that 
time,  had  been  the  chief  refidence  of  the 
Soubahs,  to  Morfhadabad  ;  and  this  city  now 
became  the  capital  of  the  provinces. 

Jaffir  Khan  had  a  favourite  daughter, 
whom  he  married  to  Soujah  Khan,  a  native 
of  Delhy  of  fome  diftindion  ;  this  perfon 
was  appointed  Niab,  or  deputy  governor  of 
OrijJ'a ,  when  Jaffir  Khan  changed  the  feat 
of  his  chief  refidence,  and  quitted  Dacca . 

Soujah  Khan ,  by  his  marriage  with  the 
Soubah’s  daughter,  had  two  tons  born  to 
him  ;  the  eldeft  named  Mabommed  lukhee 
Khan ;  the  younger  Siiffraaz  Khan .  The 
fir  ft  had  conftantly  refided  with  his  father 
at  Cuttack ,  the  capita!  of  OriJJ'a ,  and  the 
other,  with  his  grandfather  at  Morfhadabad* 

Jaffir  Khans  fondnefs  for  Siiffraaz 
Khan  was  fo  prevalent,  that  when  he  ob¬ 
tained  an  order  from  court  for  Soujah 
Khans  fucceeding  him  in  the  Soubahihip  ; 
he  procured  at  the  fame  time  Siiffraaz 
Khan  to  be  appointed  King’s  Dewan  of  the 
provinces,  in  prejudice  to  the  juft  preten¬ 
tions  of  his  elder  brother,  Mabommed  Tukhce 
Khan* 

E  3.  Thfe 
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This  ill-judged  mark  of  affection  and 
preference  in  the  old  Soubab,  was  the  caule 
of  declared  and  unabating  enmity  between 
the  two  brothers  5  though  this  effect,  pro¬ 
bably  without  that  caufe ,  would  have  na¬ 
turally  refulted  from  the  difference  of  their 
genius  and  difpofitions ;  a  floated  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  examples  they  had  long  before  them, 

in  the  father,  and  grandfather. - Soujah 

'Khan  was  bold  ;  rigid  in  government  3  but* 
withal,  complaifant  and  affectionate. — Ma- 
kommed  Tukbee  Khan  was  brave  and  gene¬ 
rous  ;  delighting  in  the  exercifes  of  a  foldier, 
and  the  art  of  war.— Jaffir  Khan  was 
inveterate  ;  avaritious  ;  and  a  monfter  of 

cruelty.— - -Stiff r  a  as  Khan  was  impetuous, 

overbearing  and  vindictive  ;  and  as  he  had 
been  a  ftranger  to  contradiction  from  his 
infancy,  fo  in  his  more  advanced  age,  he 
could  not  bear  it  in  the  lead:  degree,  even 
from  the  mouth  of  wifdom. 

Anno  In  the  year  1725  Jaffir  Khan  deceafed, 
^25;  to  the  general  joy  of  the  provinces ;  and 
Soujah  Khan ,  battening  to  the  capital,  took 
upon  him  the  government.  In  the  journey,  he 

was  accompanied  by  Mahomrned  Tukhee  Khan, 

#  ~ 

When  the  brothers  met,  the  embers  of 
difguft  and  hatred,  which  had  been  only 
fmoihered  by  abfence,  now  bur  If  into  a 

flame. 
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flame,  that  had  well  nigh  confirmed  them 
both  5  had  not  the  prudence  and  authority 
of  the  Soubah  interpofed ;  who,  finding  it 
impoffible  to  accomplifh  a  reconciliation  be¬ 
tween  them,  refolved  to  part  them  ;  and 
immediately  appointed  Mohammed  \ Tukbee 
Khan ,  his  Niab  of  O  riff  a ;  with  orders,  to 
fet  out  the  next  day  for  his  government. 
There  in  a  few  months  he  died  universally 
lamented.  His  death  gave  his  father  the 
deep  eft  Sorrow  j  for  he  loved  him  with  a  juft 
and  truely  paternal  ieodereefs* 


On  Soujah  Khan's  fucceffion  to  the  go¬ 
vernment,  he  releafed  all  the  Rajahs  and 
Zemindars  that  had  been  imprisoned  by  his 
father-in-law  i  and  eafed  them  ©f  fun  dry 
heavy  taxes  and  impoiifions,  that  they  had 
been  loaded  with.  Calling  them,  all  before 
him,  he  enjoined  them  to  attend  carefully 
to  the  cultivation-  of  their  lands,,  and  the 
improvement  of  the  manufactures :  alibiing 
them  that,  in  future,  they  fhoeld  be  exempt 
from  the  feverities  they  had  (offered  under 
his  predcceflors  :  reminding  them,,  that  as 
they  themfelves  had  long  felt  the  hand  of 
oppreffion  ;  he  depended  it  would  be  a  lef- 
fon  to  them,  not  to,  opprefs  the  tenants  de¬ 
pendant  on  them.  Then  with  a  peremptory 
tone  telling  them,  that  if  any  were  found 
deficient  in  their  ann'ual  payments,  their 

E  4  hands,. 
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lands  fhoiild  be  taken  from  them,  and  given 
to  others ;  afterwards  he  gracioufly  difmiffed 
them  to  their  refpedt  diftrids. 

Soujah  Khan  taking  into  confideration  the 
fmall  (landing  force  of  the  provinces,  that 
until  his  time  never  exceeded  the  number 
of  five  or  fix  hundred  horfe  3  determined  to 
enlarge  it  to  as  many  thoufands,  which  he 
foon  accompiifhed.  He  thee  made  fundry 
regulations  refpeding  the  trade  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  both  inland  and  foreign  ;  calling  his 
eyes  particularly  on  the  Europeans ;  and  at¬ 
tentive  that  they  fhould  not  dandeftmely  par¬ 
take  of  greater  immunities  and  advantages, 
than  the  terms  of  their  Flmmaunds3  or  grants, 
gave  them  a  title  to. 

To  this  end,  he  encreafed  the  number  of 
Chowkee* s  (or  places  for  the  receipts  of  cuf- 
torns)  to  twenty,  upon  the  feveral  rivers  % 
whereas,  before  his  government,  there  were 
only  twOy  Buxjh  Bandar ,  and  Azimgunge . 

This  wife  and  folid  condud,  had  it's  natu¬ 
ral  and  proper  effeds  1  the  provinces  foon  wore 
a  different  face ;  commerce  and  manufadures 
flourifhed  $  and  in  a  very  few  years  he  was 
enabled  greatly  to  increafe  the  royal  revenue, 
and  ftipulate  to  pay  into  the  royal  treafory 
annually,  one  Khorore 9  one  Lac,  one  fhou- 

fand 
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fand  one  hundred  and  one Jicca  Rupees-,  over 
and  above  forty  Lacs  of  Rupees ,  annually 
remitted  to  court,  to  different  Omrahs  re- 
liding  there,  on  account  of  their  Jaghir 
lands.  In  confequence,  his  intereft  at  court  A 
was  ftrengthened  5  himfelf  eftablilhed  in  his  1730, 
government ;  and  the  fucceffion,  by  grants 
iecured  in  his  family. 

Having  brought  the  Soubah  S 'ciijab 
Khan  to  this  happy  and  honourable  period  ; 
and  given  a  general  view  of  the  date  of 
thefe  opulent  provinces ;  we  next  propofe 
to  trace  the  caufes,  circumftances,  and  pro- 
grefs  of  an  extraordinary  ufurpation  of  this 
government  in  the  beginning  of  the  year 
1742. 

Though  the  ambition,  avarice,  ingrati¬ 
tude,  treachery  and  violence  of  two  artful 
adventurers ,  were  the  feemingly  apparent 
caufes  of  this  ufurpation ,  yet,  without 
other  co-operating  incidents ,  thofe  (too 
common  fuccefsful  auxiliaries  in  the  inva- 
fion  of  right)  would  have  proved  inef¬ 
fectual. 

The  fecret  fprings  of  the  above-mentioned 
incidents,  were  known  but  to  few  3  and  we 
venture  to  aver,  were  never  put  together  be¬ 
fore  the  penning  of  the  manofcripts,  A.  D. 

375°S 
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1750  ^  alluded  to  in  the  preliminary  difi 
coorfe  to  this  work ;  from  which  manufcript 
the  author  of  the  Reflections,  as  before  re¬ 
marked,  difingenuoufly  took  as  hisjjowe, 
what  lie  calls  his  43  Short  fketch  of  the  hit 
tory  o i Bengal %  from  the  year  2739  to  the 


®<E 


year  1750 


Aliverdi  Kban%  and  Hodjee.  Hamef ,  were 
"brothers ;  natives  of  1 art  ary ;  and  fol¬ 
lowers  of  fortune*  In  this  purfait  they  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  court  of  Delhy  about  the 
year  1721 5  and,  put  themfelves  under  the 
protedlioii  of  the  then  Vizir  Kbondoran* 
lo  their  genius  and  qualifications  they  dif¬ 
fered  extremely*  The  elder,  H&djee  Hamei^ 
was  of  a  cowardly,  but  deeply  intriguing 
difpolitioB ;  well  fkilled  in  political  learnings 
and  2  profound  judge  of  the  nature  of  man¬ 
kind.  With jbefe  talent s%  he  poffeffid  not  a 
Jjngle  moral  principle,  capable  of  imped¬ 
ing  them  in  their  full  career  j  and  therefore 
became  every  way  qualified  for  the  transac¬ 
tions  of  ibis  Eafiern  (or  indeed  any  other) 
court* 

*  For  he  recites  the  feme  cfoam  of  fa^s  asjhey  fiancL 
So  the  maoefeript,  with  little  variation,  except  the  poor 
ehfgnife  of,  here  and  there  a  different  mode- of  expref- 
ikm;  interfperfed  with  a  few  tri  e  reflections,  which  ar£ 
purity  his  own.  We  thought  this  oote  highly  &eceifary» 
left  wefhould  iacar  the  oodeferved  cenfm’e  of  retailing, 
at  fecood  baud,  the  labors  of  another. 

Aiiverdt: 
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Aliverdt  Khan  was  bold  and  daring ;  bred 
to  arms  5  and  {killed  in  all  the  duties  of  a 
foldier ;  enterprifing ;  of  ready  understands 
jng$  and  naturally  virtuous  and  honourable; 
until  thefe  amiable  qualities  were  perverted 
and  fubdued,  by  the  inftigations  and  evil 
Counfels  of  his  brother  ;  and  his  other  ta¬ 
lents  were  made  fubfervient  to  Hamef s  am¬ 
bitious  views  of  aggrandifing  their  obfcure 
,  family. 


Hodjee ,  acquired  this  title  from  his  hav¬ 
ing  in  his  early  years  made  a  pilgrimage  to 
Hodge j  (or  the  tomb  of  Mahommed  at  Mecca.) 
A  duty  which  the  Khoran  impofes  on  every 
Muffelman  once  in  his  life,  either  in  perfon 
or  by  proxy;  and  he  who  performs  it  in 
perfon,  thereby  obtains,  for  life,  the  hono¬ 
rary  appellation  of  Hodjee  •  and  is  much  re¬ 
verenced  by  the  true  believers. 


It  has  been  confidently  afferted,  and  as 
currently  believed  in  Bengal ,  that  Hodjee 
Hamety  had  been  preferred  at  Delhy,  to  the 
poft  of  matter,  or  keeper  of  the  crown 
jewels:  with  the  mo  ft  valuable  of  which 
it  was  laid  be  eloped,  and  afterwards  fanc- 
tified  this  theft  by  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca . 
But,  upon  the  ftridteft  enquiry,  we  pronounce 
this  report  an  alperfion  of  his  enemies ; 
paving  the  Deft  authority  for  faying,  neither 
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of  the  brothers  appeared  at  court  before  the 
year  1721  :—but  the  improbability  of  the 
£a£t  fpeaks  it  a  calumny— their  original  ob- 
feority  is  allowed  on  all  hands  3  can  it  then 
poffibly  gain  credit,  that  either  or  them 
fhouid  be  preferred  to  a  pofts  which  is  ufual- 
ly  bellowed  on  one  of  the  firft  Omrahs  of 
the  Empire  ? 

But  if  we  fhould  admit  (what  alfo  has 
been  afferted)  that  Hodjee  was  for  a  fhort 
fpace  in  the  fervice  of  the  keeper  of  the 
crown  jewels  3  and  might  have  it  in  his 
power  to  commit  the  theft  alledged  again  ft 
him  3  yet  the  faft  remains  equally  impro¬ 
bable  :  for  cao  it  be  believed  that  after  fo 
atrocious  a  crime3  both  the  brothers  fhould 
obtain  the  patronage  and  recommendation  of 
Khondoranb — Which  they  certainly  brought 
with  them  to  Cuttae  (the  refidence  of  the 
Nabob  Son] ah  Khan)  Anno  17 22. 

On  their  arrival1,  they  were  taken  into 
the  fervice  of  Soujah  Dowla-,  as  immediate 
attendants  on  his  perfbn  :  Hodjee ,  in  capacity 
of  his  firft  Kijimutgar  (or  valet)  and  AU- 
twerdt>  his  Chi  him  Purdaar  (drefier  or  rather 
keeper  of  bis  fmoaking  pipe)  with  the  ad¬ 
ditional  pay  and  denomination  of  a  feapoy* 
or  foot  fcldier. 


There 
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Their  rife  from  thefe  menial  Nations  was 
rapid,  but  not  aftoniihing ;  in  a  country 
where  fuperior  talents  ever  make  their  way 
to  fpeedy  promotion, — —The  Nabob  very 
foon  dtfcovered  in  Hodjee  an  extenfive  ge¬ 
nius  and  underftanding  in  men  and  things ; 
and  Hodjee ,  as  foon  found  out  the  great,  and 
almoft  only  foible  of  his  mailer;  which  was 
an  ungovernable  appetite  for  variety  of  wo¬ 
men. 

^  i 

Hodjee  benefited  himfelf  of  this  ruling 
paflion ;  and  by  indefatigable  attention  and 
induftry  out-ran  even  the  Nabob’s  defires. 
— — The  compiler  of  the  Reflexions  fays, 
Hodjee  proftituted,  <c  and  made  a  facrifice  of 
“  his  own  daughter  to  his  mailer’s  lull 
we  confefs  we  never  heard  of  it  before ;  be 
this  as  it  may,  it  is  moil  certain  that 
Hodjee ,  by  indulging  and  feeding  this  paflion, 
quickly  gained  an  afcendant  over  his  m af¬ 
ter  ;  and  had  the  difpofal  of  all  places  of 
fmall  importance ;  and  as  he  was  obferved 
to  be  the  growing  favourite,  all  fuits  and 
petitions  were  preferred  through  his  media¬ 
tion. 

* 

Aliverdz  Khans  extraordinary  military 
genius  did  not  efcape  his  matter's  notice. 
He  was  foon  promoted  to  be  Jemmautdar 
of  the  Nabob’s  foot  guards;  and  not  long 

after 
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after  preferred  to  a  command  of  horfe,  at 
the  interceffion  of  his  brother. — The  ruling 
paffion  of  Hodjee  was  an  unbounded  thirft 
of  riches ;  but  whilft  he  labored  to  extend 
his  influence  over  his  mafter,  as  conducive 
to  the  fatisfying  this  vice ;  he  was  ever 
Watchful  and  attentive,  that  his  brother’s  in- 
tereft  went  hand  in  hand  with  his  own. 

To  thefe  ends  he  daily  made  himfelf 
more  and  more  ufeful  to  Soujah  Khan ;  and 
being  well  verfed  in  the  arts  of  financing, 
and  the  invention  of  ways  and  means ,  his 
importance  was  confirmed :  (this  being  the 
moft  ufeful  and  eflential  duty  of  a  minifter 
in  the  Eaft ,  as  well  as  in  the  Weft.)  He  wa3 
alfo  an  exquifite  and  penetrating  fpy  upon 
the  actions  of  all  the  Niabs  and  other  offi¬ 
cers  employed  under  the  Nabob ;  with 
whom  he  fecretly  planted  his  own  emifia- 
ries ;  fo  that  nothing  was  tranfadled  in  any 
part  of  the  province  of  Orijja ,  that  his 
naafier  had  not  the  moft  early  intelligence 
of. — — 


The  government  of  Indoftan  is  perhaps 
the  only  government  in  the  world,  where 
the  character  of  a  fpy  is  not  attended,  with 
reproach  and  infamy  :  here  it  is  honour¬ 
able  and  dignified.  The  Emperor  and  all  the 
Soubahs  of  the  provinces  entertain  an  offi¬ 
cer 
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cer  with  this  title,  who  is  always  a  perfoit  . 
of  confideration  :  but  like  Satan  he  is  more 
generally  feared  than  loved.  Hodjee  pof- 
felled  not  the  title  of  the  Nabob's  Mir  car - 
rah ,  (fpy)  but  he  virtually  was  fo ;  and  by 
this  practice*  did  not  a  little  gain  upon  his 
mailer's  confidence,  and  thereby  fmoothed 
the  way  to  defigns,  which  about  this  time* 

Anno  1724*  began  to  open  upon  him; 
though  he  yet  concealed  them  even  from 
his  brother. 

The  influence  and  power  of  the  two 
brothers  acquired  new  ftrength  every  day  ; 
in  fuch  fort,  that  at  the  clofe  of  this  year 
they  had  gained  a  full  dominion  over  the 
addons  and  inclinations  of  the  Nabob  :  who , 
at  this  period  fucceeded  to  the  government 
of  the  three  provinces  by  the  demife  of  the 
Soubah  Jafftr  Khan ,  as  before  recited  in  the 
former  part  of  this  chapter.  The  brothers 
attended  him  to  the  capital,  where  the  fcene  jnn9 
of  adtion  became  enlarged  and  more  ade-  1725-’ 
quate  to  their  different,  though  equally  en¬ 
terprising  fpirits.  Hodjee  Mamet  was  foon 
declared  prime  miniftef;  and  Alive  rdi  pro¬ 
moted  to  a  command  of  horfe  of  the  firft 
diftindtion. 

The  firft  judicious  movements  made  by 
Scujah  Khan  on  his  coming  to  the  Sou- 

9  bahfliip* 
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bah  (hip,  (already  recorded)  were.  It  was  faid, 
the  refult  of  the  falutary  councils  Gf  Hodjee 
Harriet . — But  if  we  admit  the  fad:,  let  us  not 
too  haftily  conclude  that  this  advice  flowed 
from  any  principle  of  affedion  to  his  maf- 
ter,  or  regard  to  his  honour ;  or  from  a  com- 
miferation  of  the  fuffering  Rajahs :  no,  thefe 
worthy  confiderations  were  foreign  to  his 
heart,  as  appeared  from  the  whole  tenor  of 
his  future  condud.  The  moderate  councils 
and  meafures  adopted  by  the  Soubah,  raifed 
the  credit  of  the  minijler  only,  who  (by  re¬ 
ports  of  his  emiffaries  difperfed  about  the  city 
and  country)  had  the  foie  honour  of  clemency, 
ftridly  due  to  the  Soubalfts  goodnefs  of  heart; 
who  always  fhew’d  an  averfion  to  the  prac¬ 
tices  of  his  predeceffor. 

The  minifter  by  this  artful  procedure 
gained  many  friends ;  and  by  fecret  ftipula- 
tions  with  the  enlarged  Rajahs ,  he  filled  his 
own  coffer?,  to  the  injury  of  the  public 
revenue.  In  the  degree  that  the  minifter 
gained  credit  and  influence  in  the  provinces 
—•the  Soubah  funk  in  the  opinion  of  the 
people  (a  very  natural  confequence)  and 
refting  fecure  in  the  fuppofed  integrity  and 
ex  ten  five  abilities  of  Hodjee  Harriet ,  he 
abandoned  himfelf  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
his  ruling  fajjion  ;  and  the  government*  to  the 
abfolute  difpofal  of  the  minifter ;  who  with- 
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out  controul,  put  in,  put  out ;  removed  ; 
difplaced,  and  preferred  to  every  port  of 
profit,  whomfoever  he  pleafed.  And  by  this 
traffic  he  foon  acquired  immenfe  wealth  : 
taking  care  to  keep  his  m after  buried  in 
fenfuality  5  (till  fupplying  the  flame  that  had 
pofleffion  of  him  with  frefh  fewel ;  ran* 
lacking  the  provinces,  and  obtaining  (no 
matter  at  what  price)  the  moil  beautiful 
women  that  could  be  procured  to  anfwer  his 
purpofes:  and  it  was  confidently  (and  we 
believe  truly)  faid,  that  he  carried  his  pan- 
derifm  fo  far,  as  never  to  appear  at  the  Sou- 
bah’s  noCturnal  levee,  without  fomething  of 
this  kind  in  his  hand  5  formed  to  attract  and 
engage  his  attention, 

Whilfl:  Hodjee  Hamet  was  thus  employed 
in  eftabliffiing  his  own  power  and  fortune, 
and  blinding  the  Soubahduring  the  firfl  three 
or  four  years  of  his  government;  his  bro¬ 
ther  Alive  rdi  Khan  began  to  think  himfelf 
negledted ;  but  Hodjee  foon  convinced  him 
of  his  miftake. 

Hitherto  Aliverdi  had  not,  in  his  own 
perfon,  acquired  any  conflderable  luftre,  ex¬ 
cept  from  the  light  thrown  upon  it,  by  re¬ 
flection,  from  his  brother’s  being  theminifter. 
In  his  military  capacity  he  had  indeed  a 
few  opportunities  given  him  of  finning 

F  alone* 
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alone,  both  at  Orijfa  and  Bengal ;  juft  fuf- 
ficient  to  gain  the  belief  of  his  being  an  in¬ 
trepid  officer :  but  now  the  time  was  come 
,  to  bring  his  talents  upon  the  ftage  in  a  more 
eonfpicuous  view  :  an  occafion  offering,  for 
which  his  brother  had  with  impatience  long 
waited* 


iW  Having  for  fome  time  Soft  fight  of  the 
Soubah’s  only  furviving  fon  Suffraaz  Khan, 
we  here  think  it  neceffary  to  bring  him  to 
the  remembrance  of  the  reader,  by  a  flight 
mention  of  him.  His  character  has  been 
already  delineated  :  he  poffeffed  the  poft  of 
King's  Dewan ,  by  appointment  from  court, 
and  was  lucceffor  apparent  to  the  Soubah- 
ffiip:  he  had  long  looked  with  an  evil  eye 
on  the  growing  power  and  influence  of 
Hodjee  Hamet ,  which  he  thought  became 
pregnant  with  danger,  both  to  his  father 
and  himfelf—  but  he  had  not  the  means  of 
reducing  it.  The  impetuofity  of  his  temper 
burft  forth  fometimes  in  abufes,  and  in  infults 
to  the  minifter ;  who  bore  them  with  pa¬ 
tient  fubmiffion  :  but  heavy  refentment  from 
the  Soubah,  againfl;  his  fon,  always  follow- 
ed  fuch  abufe.  The  crafty  Hodjee  treafured 
them  up  in  his  memory,  for  a  future  rec¬ 
koning  ;  he  daily  infblled  into  the  ears  of 
the  Soubah  the  many  extravagancies  his 
fon  was  guilty  of ;  which  had  too  much 

truth 
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truth  for  the  foundation  ;  but  if  that  had 
not  been  the  cafe,  the  Soubah  was  too  ready 
to  liften  to  any  thing  to  his  prejudice  ;  for 
he  loved  him  not- — ever  faying,  that  his  un¬ 
bridled  infolence  occasioned  the  lofs  of  his 
favourite  and  beloved  fon  Mahommed ! Tukhee 
Khan. 

Anno  1/29,  the  Nabobfhip  of  Patna  be¬ 
coming  vacant,  Hodjee ,  without  appearing 
in  it  himfelf,  influenced  the  then  reigning 
favourite  mifcrefs  of  the  Soubah  (who  was 
deeply  in  his  intereft)  to  folicit  it  for  his 
brother ;  who  was  accordingly  the  next 
day  nominated  to  that  government.  Suf- 
fraaz  Khan  upon  this  appointment  had  the 
courage  to  tell  his  father  in  public  Dur¬ 
bar,  C(  he  was  warming  and  cherifhing  two 
cc  fnakes,  that  would  fling  him  and  his  fa- 
<e  mily  to  death.”  The  Soubah  ordered  him 
immediately  to  be  taken  into  cuftody  $  but 
by  Hodjee  s  artful  interpofition  he  was  ap- 

The  following  night,  the  brothers  held  a 
long  and  private  conference  ;  to  which  feve- 
ral  Rajahs  and  officers  in  their  confidence 

were  admitted. - Here  the  wicked  plan 

of  Aliverdi  Khans  government  was  fettled, 
and  he  departed  the  next  day  for  Patna  ; 
where  in  a  few  days  he  arrived,  and  put  in 

F  2  execu- 


(  63  ) 

execution  the  political  maxims  and  inftr ac¬ 
tions  he  bad  received  from  his  brother. 

jnnQ  '  The  exploits  of  the  firft  fix  years  of  his 
729  to  government — - thajt  is  from  the  year  1729 
117350  to  the  year  1735?  inclufive,  were  thefe  fol¬ 
lowing.  By  forces  treachery,  craft  and 
policy,  he  fubdued  moft  of  the  Rajahs  of 
the  province  of  Bahar ;  fome,  by  the  bafeft 
'  diffimulation  and  profeffions  of  friendfhip, 
he  drew  to  Patna ;  where  he  murdered  them 
and  feized  their  pofTefiions ;  as  the  brave 
Bonder  Shaw,  Sic.-— He  then  carried  his 
arms  again  ft  the  Chukwaars ,  a  brave  and 
warlike  Gentoo  race,  who  poffeffed  a  tradt 
of  country  oppofite  Mongheer  ,  up  the  river 
Bamboo  :  the  prince  or  Rajah  of  this  country 
had  never  paid  tribute,  or  acknowledged  any 
fubjedtion  to  the  Soubah  of  Bengal ;  or  in¬ 
deed  to  the  Mogul  himfelf.  He  laid  every 
thing  that  paffed  on  the  river,  by  Mongheer , 
under  contribution  5  and  put  the  European 
fetdements  to  an  annual  heavy  ex  pence  of  a 
large  armament,  to  efcort  their  trade  to,  and 
from  Patna . 

The  old  brave  Rajah  of  thefe  people 
(who  had  many  times  fought  hand  to  hand, 
with  the  intrepid  commander  of  our  troops. 
Major  Hunt)  deceafed,  in  the  year  1730  ; 
and  was  iucceeded  by  his  fan,  a  youth  of 

feven- 
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feventeem  This  young  prince*  intimidated 
by  the  examples  made  of  feveral  of  the 
Bahar  Rajahs,  after  a  fhort  refinance  fub- 
111  it  ted  j  acknowledged  allegiance  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  $  and  fubjedfcion  to  the  Soubah,  An 
annual  tribute  was  ftipulated,  and  regularly 
paid  for  four  years— a  fpot  was  fixed  on,  five 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  Samboo ,  and  thirty 
from  the  capital  of  the  Chukwaars ;  where 
the  prince  every  year  met  the  Nabob's  of¬ 
ficer  on  a  certain  day :  the  one  to  pay ;  the 
other  to  receive  the  tribute's  and  it  was  agreed 
that  they  fhould  have  only  thirty  attendants 
on  each  fide. 


The  twentieth  of  October ,  (Anno  1735) 
was  the  day  of  payment ;  at  which  time 
the  Englijh  army,  under  the  command  of 
commandant  Holcombe ,  lay'  encamped  in 
Mongheer  grove,  with  the  company’s  trade 

for  the  Patna  fadtory. - At  eleven  in  the 

forenoon,  we  obferved  a  boat,  which  had 
come  out  of  Samboo  river,  making  for 
Patna :  the  commandant  detached  two 
light  pulwaars  after  her,  with  orders  to 
bring  her  to* — —imagining  (lie  had  a  cargo 

of  fiih - -the  boat  being  brought  to,  and 

laid  alongfide  the  commandant’s  budgerow 
— Guefs,  reader,  our  aftonifhment  !  when 
in  place  of  a  cargoe  of  fiih,  it  contained  a 

P  3  cargoe 
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cargos  of  human  heads!  five  bafkets  full* 
and  a  fingie  head  in  the  fixth. 

On  enquiry,  we  learnt  that  before  day 
break,  the  officer  who  was  deputed  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  annual  tribute  from  the  Rajah  of 
the  Ghukwaars ;  had,  by  orders  from  the 
Nabob  Aliverdl ,  placed  four  hundred  men 
in  ambuffi,  under  the  high  banks  of  the 
river,  near  the  place  of  meeting — that  the 
prince  and  the  Nabob’s  officer  Fowzdar 
of  Bahar ,  (whofe  name  we  have  forgot) 
with  their  ufual  attendants,  met  at  nine  of 
the  clock*  and  after  the  common  ceremo¬ 
nials,  and  the  tribute  received,  when  they 
were  juft  upon  parting;  the  fignal  being 
given,  the  troops  in  ambuffi  ruffied  out, 
and  furrounding  the  Rajah  and  his  few 
followers,  cut  them  off,  one  only  excepted ; 
who  upon  a  fleet  horfe  efcaped,  and  gave 
the  alarm  to  the  city — among  thofe  killed 
were  his  principal  general  officers.’ — —We 
further  were  informed  by  the  officer  who 
had  the  charge  of  the  beat,  that  his  orders 
were  to  make  the  befl:  of  his  way  to  Patna  ; 
and  lay  his  freight  at  the  Nabob's  feet ;  and 
that  the  head  in  the  bafket  by  itfelf,  was  the 
Rajah’s — he  added  that  the  Fowzdar  with 
lbs  troops  were  in  full  march  to  the  city 
Samboo— This  was  foon  after  verified ;  for 
we  obferved  about  four  in  the  afternoon  a 

cloud 
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cloud  of  fmoke  over  the  city;  and  the  fame 
evening  we  received  thefe  other  particulars ; 
that  on  the  firft  alarm  and  known  fate  of 
the  Rajah,  his  wife,  the  young  Begum ,  fhut 
herfelf  up  with  her  fon  (about  a  year  old) 
and  her  attendants,  and  fet  fire  to  her  apart¬ 
ments —that  the  Nabob’s  troops  meeting 
with  no  refinance,  entered  the  city,  plun¬ 
dered  it,  and  then  fet  fire  to  it, 

A  body  of  the  Rajah’s  troops  retired, 
and  for  fome  time  disputed  the  poffeffion 
of  the  country  with  the  Nabob’s  ;  but  the 
Fowsdar  being  re-inforced  from  his  camp, 
which  then  lay  at  Durriapoor ;  a  fhort  march 
from  Mongheer ;  the  whole  country  was 
foon  reduced,  and  thefe  brave  people  fub- 
dued. 

Thefe  were  the  exploits  that  rendered  the 
name  of  Aliverdl  Khan  a  terror  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  diftridts ;  and  by  thefe  he  amaffed 
immenfe  riches ;  part  of  which  he  regularly 
remitted  to  Morfhadabad,  to  preferve  his  own 
and  brother’s  credit  with  the  Soubah  ;  but 
the  much  greater  part  he  referved,  for  a  pur- 
pofe,  he  now  had  in  agitation,  by  the  perni¬ 
cious  advice  of  his  brother. 

Whilft  Aliverdl  Khan  was  carrying  on 
thefe  operations  to  eftabiifh  his  power, 

F  4  Hodjce . 
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Hodjee  Unmet  remained  unrivalled  in  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  the  Soubahfhip;  but  a  tranf- 
adion  which  now  manifefted  itfelf,  opened 
the  Soubah’s  eyes. 

Amw  Alive rdi  Khan ,  forgetful  of  the  duty  and 

E73°-  obligations  he  owed  to  his  mafter,  and 
urged  by  the  continued  perfuafions  of  his 
brother,  began  about  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1736,  privately  to  folicit  at  couit  for 
the  government  of  Patna>  and  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Bahar ,  independent  of  the  Soubah 
of  Bengal .  This  negociation,  however  cau- 
tioufly  conducted,  came  to  the  knowledge 
of  Souj ah  Khan.  Rage  on  the  in (lan t  took 

poffcffion  of  him.  Hodjee  was  difgraced, 
and  for  fome  time  imprifoned— ' but  by  the 
mod  fubmiflive  and  deceitful  letters  from 
Aliverdi ,  and  the  powerful  interceffion  of 
the  Seraglio ,  ( Hodjee' §  never  failing  refource) 
the  minifter  was  enlarged,  and  feemingly 

again  taken  into  favor. 

\ 

Aliverdi  did  not  flacken  his  negociations 
on  this  difcovery  of  his  treachery ;  but 
availing  himfelf  of  the  favor  of  his  patron 
^n’10  Khondoran  ;  and  by  well  olaced  confiderable 
bribes,  he  obtained  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1737,  a  phirmaitnd  and  proper  fun- 
nods  from  court,  conftituting  him  indepen¬ 
dant  governor  of  the  province  of  Bahar . 

This 
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This  confirmation  of  the  ingratitude  and 
treachery  of  the  two  brothers  ftruck  deeply 
to  the  heart  of  Soujah  Khan.  He  had, 
however,  the  refolution  and  prudence  to  dif- 
guife  his  fentiments  ;  knowing  their  power 
was  too  great  to  be  attacked  openly  ;  or  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  reduced  by  any  weapons,  but 
thole  of  diffimulation  and  craft.  By  the  af- 
fiftance  of  thefe,  he  planned,  and  was  juft 
on  the  point  of  executing,  a  fafe  and  cer¬ 
tain  revenge  on  both  the  brothers :  when 

O  * 

death  put  a  period  to  his  intentions.- — —It  Anns 
is  more  than  probable,  that  Hodjee ,  who  ftill  !738* 
preferved  his  influence  in  the  Seraglio ,  re¬ 
ceived  intimation  by  this  channel  of  the  Sou- 
bar/s  defigns ;  for  his  death  was  fudden,  and 
judged  to  be  by  poifon. 

*  i 

His  Son  Suffraaz  Khan  immediately  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  in  the  government  of  Ben¬ 
gal  and  Orijj'a  ;  as  well  as  in  his  refentment 
to  the  brothers. 

Independant  power,  only  increafed  the 
bad  qualities,  which  had  already  taken  too 
deep  pofleffion  of  Sujf'raaz  Khan  :  his  ex- 
cefles  in  fpirituous  liquors  and  women, 
were  beyond  controul  and  example  3  his 
infolence  and  impetuofity  of  temper  be¬ 
came  intolerable  to  all  about  him  3  his 
principal  officers  were  treated  with  infults 

and 
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and  indignities :  moft  of  thefe  had  been  dif- 
gufted  with  the  family  for  the  preference 
given  to  Aliverdi  Khan ,  in  the  government 
of  Patna  ;  though  jufiice  could  not  lay  this 
charge  againft  Saffraaz  Khan . 

There  then  refided  at  his  court  a  Gentoo 
named  Allum  Chund ,  who  had  been  many 
years  Dewan  to  Soujah  Khan ;  by  whom  he 
was  much  revered  for  his  great  age,  wifdom, 
and  faithful  ferviees.  This  minifter  was 
the  only  man  who  had  courage  and  honefty 
enough  to  attempt  reftraining  the  extrava¬ 
gances  of  Suffraaz  Khan  •>  a  duty  he  thought 
owing  to  the  memory  of  his  late  mafter. 
He  accordingly,  with  the  greateft  circum- 
fpedion  and  humility,  and  with  tears  in 
his  eyes,  reprefented  to  him  the  fatal  ten¬ 
dency  of  his  condud,  which  if  not  changed, 
mu  ft  inevitably  eftrange  the  hearts  of  the 
few  remaining  friends  to  his  houfe  $  and  at 
the  fame  time  favour  and  promote  the  evil 
defigns  of  his  enemies. 

Suffraaz  Khan,  inftead  of  profiting  by 
this  wholefome  remonftrance  and  admoni¬ 
tion,  highly  refented  his  prelump  ion  ;  and 
ever  alter  treated  him  with  great  indignities 
and  contempt  ;  and  thereby  loft  the  heart 
of  the  only  man  in  the  provinces,  who  by 
his  fincerity,  capacity  and  authority,  was 

capable 


(  75  ) 

capable  of  counteracting  and  fruftrating  the 
pernicious  machinations  of  Hodjee  and  his 
brother. 

Though  Stiff raaz  Khan  did  not  imme¬ 
diately  degrade  Hodje-e  Hamet  from  the  port 
of  prime  minifter  ;  yet  he  took  every  op¬ 
portunity  of  fhowing  an  inveterate  hatred 
to  him.  In  public  Durbar  he  commonly 
called  him  by  the  appellation  of,  <c  His 
“  father’s  pander,”  and  treated  him  with 
fuch  infults  and  indignities,  that  he  feldom 
frequented  the  Durbar ;  being  ill  able  to 
brook  fuch  treatment  in  a  place  where  he 
had  for  fo  many  years  been  accuftomed  to  a 
degree  of  deference  and  refpeft,  equal  to 
his  mafter.  Nor  is  it  much  to  be  wondered 
at,  that  he  fhould  meditate  vengeance,  when 
a  fair  occafion  offered  :  this  he  was  not  long 
without ;  for  Snjfraaz  Khans  own  folly  and 
rafhnefs  fupplied  him  with  the  means,  and 
gave  him  a  nearer,  and  more  encouraging 
profpeft,  of  an  event  which  he  for  fome 
time  pad  had  in  view. 

A  few  months  after  Snjfraaz  Khan  came  jrmo 
to  the  government,  he  threw  a  difgrace  on  1739. 
Futtuah  Chund's  houfe,  which  laid  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  his  precipitate  fall.  The  fa  ft, 
though  well  known  to  a  few,  was  only 
whifpered,.  out  of  refpeft:  to  the  power  and 

credit 
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credit  of  that  family,  which  had  main¬ 
tained,  even  from  the  reign  of  Auring 
Zebe ,  a  character  of  diftinguifhed  confide— 
ration  ;  from  Furruhhtr ,  Futtuah  Chund 
received  the  title  of  Jaggaut  Sect  ;  and 
might  be  juftly  eftetmed  the  greateft  ban¬ 
ker,  and  mo  ft  opulent  fubjedt  in  the 
world. 

Anno  He  had  about  this  time  married  his 

l7 39*  yoongeft  grandfon,  named  Sect  Mortab 
Roy,  to  a  young  creature  of  exquifite  beauty ; 
aged  about  eleven  years.  The  fame  of  her 
beauty  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  Sou  bah, 
he  burned  with  curiofity  and  luft  for  the 
poffeffion  of  her  ;  and  fending  for  Jaggaut 

Sect,  demanded  a  fight  of  her- . --The  old 

man  (then  compleat  fourfeore)  begged  and 
intreated,  that  the  Sotibah  would  not  ftain 
the  honour  and  credit  of  his  houfe  ;  nor  load 
his  laft  days  with  fhanie ;  by  perfifting  in 
a  demand  which  he  knew  the  principles  of 
his  caft,  forbid  a  compliance  with. 

Neither  the  tears  nor  remonftrances  of 
the  old  man  had  any  weight  on  the  Sou- 
bah  ;  who  growing  outrageous  at  the  refu- 
fal,  ordered,  in  his  prefence,  his  houfe  to 
be  immediately  furrounded  with  a  body  of 
horfe  3  and  fwore  on  the  Khcran ,  that  if  he 
complied  in  fending  his  grand-daughter. 
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that  he  might  only  fee  her ,  he  would  in- 
ftantly  return  her  without  any  injury. 

The  Seet  reduced  to  this  extremity,  and 
judging  from  the  Sou  ball’s  known  impe¬ 
tuosity,  that  his  perfifting  longer  in  a  de¬ 
nial,  would  only  make  his  difgrace  more 
public ,  at  la  ft  con  fen  ted ;  and  the  young 
creature  was  carried  with  the  greateft  fecre- 
cy  in  the  night  to  vifit  him.  She  was  re¬ 
turned  the  fame  night ;  and  we  will  fuppofe 
(for  the  honour  of  that  houfe)  uninjured-. 
Be  this  as  it  may,  the  violence  was  of  too 
delicate  a  nature,  to  permit  any  future  com¬ 
merce  between  her  and  her  hulband. 

.  9 

The  indignity  was  never  forgiven  by  Jag- 
gaut  Seet  3  and  that  whole  powerful  family, 
confequently,  became  inveterate,  tho’  con¬ 
cealed  enemies  to  the  Soubah. 

Hcdjee  Ua?net  foon  came  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  this  rail]  iiep  and  violence  com¬ 
mitted  againft  the  Seets ;  he  was  alfo  well 
apprized  of  AUum  C bund's  difguft,  and,  as 
he  was  upon  a  friendly  footing  with  them 
both,  he  determined  to  avail  himfelf  of 
their  refentment,  and  make  it  fubfervient  to 
his  own  intended  vengeance  for  the  repeated 
infults  he  had  received  from  the  Soubah. 
Revenge  however  was  not  his  foie  motive : 

he 
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he  was  actuated  by  another,  yet  more  pre¬ 
valent  one,  the  farther  aggrandifing  his  fa¬ 
mily  ;  the  hopes  of  which  he  had  hitherto 
only  feen  at  a  diftance  ;  but  now  thought  the 
conjuncture  favorable  for  carrying  his  long 
projected  plan  into  execution :  which  was 
to  cut  off  the  fon  of  his  late  mafter ,  friend 
and  benefaSior  ;  and  place  his  brother  Ali- 
verdt  Khan  in  his  ftead. 

Hodjee  loft  no  time  in  procuring  a  pri¬ 
vate  conference  with  the  difaffeCted  Sects 
and  Allum  Chund ;  in  the  courfe  of  which  he 
reprefented  in  the  mod  lively  manner,  the 
<c  oppreftion  and  extravagant  government  of 
*c  Sujf'raaz  Khan ;  and  that  nothing  but  the 
*c  moft  deplorable  confequences  to  the  pro- 
“  vinces  could  be  expected  from  fuch  an 

<£  unbridled  and  tyrannic  difpofition- - - 

<c  that  if  he  already  treated  with  fuch  infults 
“  and  contempt,  thofe  for  whom  his  father 
<c  had  the  higheft  veneration  and  friend- 
“  fhip — what  might  not  others  dread  from 
“  his  future  violences  ?” - He  then  expati¬ 

ated  on,  and  with  bitter  exaggeration  painted 
their  own  particular  injuries ;  which  had  all 
the  effeCt  upon  them  that  he  might  naturally 
expeCt  or  could  wiftn 

He  fuffered  not  their  refentment  to  cool ; 
but  fupported  this  conference  with  many 

others ; 
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others  :  and  the  unanimous  conclufion  of 
the  triumvirate  was  ;  ££  That  none  could 
“  be  fecure  in  their  lives,  honour  or  pro- 
perty,  whilft  Sufj'raaz  Khan  remained 

“  in  veiled  with  the  Soubahfhipf - Hodjee 

managed  the  paffiotis  of  thefe  men  with 
fuch  art  and  add  refs  in  the  promotion  of 
bis  own  views* — —that  they  themfelves 
firft  propofed,  u  his  brother  Aliverdt  Khan , 
£*  as  the  only  one  capable  of  refeuing  the 
**  provinces  from  apparent  and  inevitable 

££  ruin.* - That  he  fhould  be  immediately 

“  advifrd  of  their  fentiments,  and  in-treated 
<£  to  concur  with  their  hopes  by  preparing 
<£  for  a  fpeedy  march  into  Bengal ,  to  take 
**  upon  him  the  government.” 

Hodjee ,  with  expreflions  of  gratitude  for 
their  favourable  opinion  of  his  brother,  con- 
fented  to  their  propofal  with  a  well  diflem- 
bled  reludance  ;  declaring  cc  nothing  but  the 
“  neceffity  of  the  time,  and  the  peril  of  the 
“  country  could  have  influenced  him  to 
£C  meditate  aught  againfi  the  fon  of  his  late 
<£  mailer.” 

It  being  objected  by  Jaggaut  Seet,  that 
an  intercourfe  by  letter  with  Aiiverdi  was 
liable  to  accident  and  difcovery;  it  was  on 
further  deliberation  refolved,  that  Hodjee 
fhould  repair  to  Patna ,  where  he  could  better 
4  inform 
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inform  his  brother  of  the  (late  of  things 
and  benefit  him  by  his  council  at  this  criti¬ 
cal  period  :  but  as  his  hidden  and  private  re¬ 
treat  from  court  would  raife  a  fufpicion  in 
the  Soubah,  that  fomething  was  in  agitation 
again  ft  him,  Allum  Chund  and  cfaggaut  Seel 
engaged  to  make  his  departure  an  adt  of  the 
Soufaah’s  own  weaknefs. 

The  plan  of  operations  being  thus  agreed 
on,  their  next  ftep  was  to  engage  in  the 
con fpiracy  the  Soubah’s  Tope  Khonnah  De- 
rogher  (or  mafter  of  his  ordnance)  with 
feveral  other  difaffedted  officers,  which  was 
very  foon  accompliihed.-  ■  It  was  a  faying 
of  a  great  and  brave  king,  “  that  one  drop 
‘c  of  honey  caught  and  engaged  more  flies, 
“  than  a  ton  of  vinegar.”  Suffraaz  Khan 
in  place  of  fweetnefs  of  difpofition  and  af¬ 
fability,  unhappily  fubftituted  a  morofe, 
fevere  and  infolent  carriage  to  all  around 
him  :  which  (at  this  moft  important  junc¬ 
ture)  left  him  not  more  than  two  or  three 
officers  of  any  confideration,  who  bore  the 
leaft  attachment  to  his  perfon,  family,  or  go-; 

vernment. 

> . 

Matters  becoming  thus  ripe  for  execu 
tion  ;  Hodjee  began  to  grow  impatient  for  a; 
interview  with  his  brother  ;  and  urged  tl 

promil 
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promife  made-  to  him  by  Allam  Chuni  and 
Jaggaut  Seet,  of  procuring  his  difmiffion 
from  the  capital. 

Thefe  embraced  the  firft  opportunity, 
when  the  Soubah  was,  according  to  cuftoni, 
reviling  Hodjee  (then  abfent)  in  publick  Dur¬ 
bar  ;  to  reprefent  to  him,  cc  that  it  was  a  dif- 
grace  to  his  court  the  fuffering  Hodjee  to 
“  appear  there,  co.nfidering  the  infamous  em- 
ploy  he  bore  under  his  father.— — -Drive 
‘c  him  (continued  they)  from  your  prefence, 

<c  court  and  city ;  and  let  him  go  to  his 
<€  ungrateful  brother.”  This  council  being 
echoed  and  .applauded  by  the  Tope  Khonnah 
Derogber ,  and  others  in  the  confederacy  : 
the  unwary  Soubah  infhntiy  fent  an  order 
to  Hodjee  Harriet  to  quit  the  provinces ;  who, 
not  thinking  it  prudent  to  wait  for  a  fecond 
order,  departed  without  delay  ;  and  made  the 
bed:  of  his  way  to  Patna ,  where  in  a  few 
days  he  arrived  with  fome  of  his  faithful  at¬ 
tendants. 

Suffraaz  Khan ,  by  this  falfe  frep,  depriv¬ 
ed  himfelf  of  the  great  fecurity  he  had  in 
his  hands;  for  the  good  behaviour,  of  AH- 
verdz  Khan ,  whofe  ambition,  he  had  caufe 
enough  to  think,  would  not  flop  with  the 
Nabob  {hip  of  Patna ;  depended  upon  the 
detention  of  Hodjee . 


G 
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On  Hodjee  s  arrival  at  Patna,  he  painted 
the  whole  conduit  of  the  Soubah  in  the 
moft  hideous  colours  :  he  employed  his 
whole  art  and  eloquence  in  the  exaggera¬ 
tion  of  the  indignities  himfelf  had  en¬ 
dured  :  he  told  his  brother  that  he  might 
reft  affured  “  Suffraaz  Khan  could  never 
“  forget,  nor  forgive  his  obtaining  the  go- 
“  vei  n  men  t  of  Bahar ,  independant  of  the 
££  Soubahfhip,  whereby  fo  large  a  portion 
<£  of  the  revenues  was  lopt  from  himlelf 
£5  and  family  :  that  he  was  from  good  au- 
C£  thority  convinced,  the  Souhah  only  wait- 
££  ed  a  favourable  occafion  to  cut  him  off, 
<£  and  feize  and  reunite  his  government  to 
<c  the  Soubah  (hip  ;  to  which  purpofe  he 
t£  knew  he  had  forwarded  difpatches  to 
£l  court— That  he  had  gone  too  far  to  ftop ; 
££  that  Suffraaz  Khan  was  univerfally  de- 
£<  tefted  in  the  provinces ;  and  finally  that 
££  no  fecurity  for  himfelf  and  family  remain- 
cc  ed,  but  in  afifuming  the  whole  Souhah- 
£C  dary,  which  he  might  do  with  very  little 
££  difficulty.” 


Hodjee  then  opened  to  his  brother,  the 
prog  refs  he  had  made  in  this  neceflary  ftep 
below  ;  recited  the  feveral  conferences  he 
had  with  the  Sects  and  Allum  Chund,  and 
the  refult  of  their  deliberations ;  recounting 

at 


(  83  ) 

at  the  fame  time  the  names  of  the  Sbuhah’s 
officers,  who  had  declared  themfelves  wholly 
devoted  to  his  promotion  to  the  throne . 

It  was  faid  ;  Aliverdi  expreffed  much 
compunction  on  this  overture’s  being-  firft 
made  to  him,  to  difpoffefs  the  fon  of  his 
mailer  and  benefactor  :  but  if  we  form  our 
conclufion  from  his  Adiions,  both  antece¬ 
dent  and  fubfequent  to  his  period,  we  (hall 
have  no  foundation  to  encourage  our  belief, 
in  that  report :  for  if  he  really  had  at  firft 
any  fcruples  to  combat  with  ;  it  is  certain 
he  very  foon  fubdued  them,  and  determined 
to  march  into  Bengal ;  of  which,  full  advice 
was  immediately  difpatched  to  their  confe¬ 
derate  friends  there. 

It  was  however  thought  eligible,  that 
Siiffraaz  Khan  fhoeld  be  lulled  into  fecuri™ 
ty  ;  to  which  end,  Aliverdi  (at  the  time  he 
was  levying  additional  troops)  wrote  the 
mod  fubmiflive  letter  to  him,~£t  alluring 
*£  him  he  was  as  much  the  Have  of  his 
fit  houfe,  as  he  was  in  the  time  of  his 
££  father  :  humbly  intreating  his  permiffion 
€£  to  throw  himfelf  at  his  feet,  and  plead 
the  caufe  of  his  unfortunate  brother  ; 
who,  he  had  with  grief  learned,  had  in- 
C£  curred  his  difpleafure ;  hoping  by  his 

G  2  per- 
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perfonal  fupplications,  his  unhappy  bro- 
“  ther  would  be  reftored  to  the  Soubah’s 
“  favor 

i  \  ’ 

He  departed  from  Patna  the  latter  end 
of  the  year  1741,  at  the  head  of  about 
30,000  horfe  and  foot ;  leaving  his  brother 
Hodjee  Harriet ,  his  Niab,  or  deputy  gover¬ 
nor  of  Bahar .  We  will  leave  Aliverdi  on 
his  march,  and  return  to  the  court  of  the 
Soubah. 


Suffraaz  Khan  had  JUll  about  his  perfon 
three  officers  of  diftindtion,  that  remained 
faithful  to  his  intereft - though  from  dif¬ 

ferent  motives :  their  names  were  Mujfat 
Khooli  Khan ,  Goas  Khan ,  and  Banteer  Ali 
Khan ;  ( more  commonly  known  by  the 

name  of  Banker  Ali  Khan.)  The  firft,  was 
married  to  a  lifter  of  the  Soubah,  and  ap- ' 
pointed  Nabob  of  Grijfa  ;  for  which  go¬ 
vernment  he  was  in  a  few  days  to  fet  out, 
with  a  fmall  body  of  troops.— - His  in¬ 

tereft  connected  him  firmly  to  the  Soubah, 
on  whole  well  being  his  own  fortunes  de¬ 
pended. 

*  This  was  the  fpecious  pretext  publickly  avowed 
for  Aliverdi  s  march  into  Bengal ,  which  he  began  foon 
after  the  dlfpatch  of  the  above  letter,  and  before  he 
cou’d  poffibiy  receive  any  reply  to  it. 


The 
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The  other  two  had  been  proved  faithful 
fervants  to  Soujah  Khan  ;  and  were  attached 
to  the  prelent  Soubah,  more  from  princi¬ 
ples  of  gratitude,  honor,  and  affe&ion  to 
the  memory  of  their  old  mailer,  than  to 
any  love  they  could  poffibly  bear  to  him- 
felf— they  fupported  the  character  of  brave 
officers  ;  were  in  considerable  commands 
under  the  Vice-roy  •,  and,  in  truth,  were  the 
only  perfons  in  his  court,  for  whom  he  ob- 
ferved  the  leaf!  refpedt  or  regard. 

Thefe  officers,  after  the  departure  of 
Hodjee ,  had  received  imperfedl  intelligence 
of  the  frequent  meetings  of  Hodjee ,  Jag- 
gaut  Seet,  and  Allum  Chund ;  which  they 
ventured  to  communicate  to  the  Vice-roy  : 
intimating,  at  the  fame  time,  their  opinion  ' 
or  fentiments ,  that  fuch  meetings,  compofed 
of  perfons,  which  they  feared  were  difaffe di¬ 
ed  to  his  government,  called  for  his  atten¬ 
tion  ;  and  advifed  the  immediate  feizure  of 
the  Septs,  Allum  Chund ,  and  the  command¬ 
ing  officer  of  the  artillery.  But  Sufjraaz 
Khan ,  doomed  to  deftruction,  hearkened  not 
to  thefe  faithful  admonitions,  which  he  treat- 
edvas  idle  apprehensions,  without  any  real 
foundation  5  thinking  them  friendly  endea¬ 
vours  only,  to  draw  him  from  his  pleasures  ; 

G  3  which 
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which  thefe  faithful  monitors  had  before  at¬ 
tempted,  but  in  vain. 

By  this  fatal  delufion,  the  Soubah  loft  the 
only  opportunity  of  exerting  that  power 
which  might  have  faved  him  from  approach - 
ing  ruin  :  for  the  bold  ftep  advifed  by  Goas 
and  Banker  Khans ,  of  feizing  thofe  heads  of 
the  conspiracy,  would  have  (truck  terror  into 
the  whole  party  ;  and  effedlually  put  a  flop 
to  Aliverdi' s  intended  invafion  ;  and  probably 
a  period  alfo  to  his  hopes. 

AUvcrdi  Khan  followed  the  letter  he 
wrote  the  Soubah,  with  fuch  expedition  ; 
that  he  gained  the  pals  of  Siclygully  3  and 
entered  Bengal  before  the  lea  ft  intimation  of 
his  departure  from  Patna  had  reached  the 
court  of  the  Soubah. 

The  pafs  of  Siclygully  divides  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar ;  is  of  confi- 
derable  length,  and  only  about  ten  to 
twelve  feet  wide ;  (ituate  on  the  top  of  a 
mountain,  with  a  deep  afcent  both  ways. 
The  courfe  of  the  pafs  is  North  and  South ; 
fianked  to  the  Weft  ward  by  an  impenetrable 
wood  ;  and  to  the  Eaftward  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  branch  of  the  river  Ganges .  Thus 
c ire um (lanced  it  was  capable  of  being  de¬ 
fended 
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fended  by  a  fmall  number  of  men  ;  but  it 
was  left  unguarded  by  the  infatuated  Suf- 
fraaz  Khan ;  and  without  any  defence  at 

all. 


Aliverdt  knew  the  importance  of  this 
pafs ;  and  therefore  determined,  by  forced 
marches,  to  gain  the  pofleffion  of  it,  before 
it  could  poffibiy  be  put  in  a  (late  of  de¬ 
fence  fufficient  to  oppofe  his  entrance  into 
Bengal .  This  he  accomplished  as  above,  and 
found  it  neceffary  to  halt  for  fame  days  to 
refrefli  his  fatigued  troops. 

On  the  firfi:  advice  that  the  Nabob  of  Patna 
had  paffed  Sidy  gully ,  the  court  of  the  Soubah 
was  (truck  with  the  deeped  condernation ; 
every  one  feeing  further  into  the  confluen¬ 
ces  of  his  approach,  than  the  unhappy  and 
fhort-fighted  Suffraaz  Khan  :  who  having, 
at  fird,  no  conception,  that  Aliverdi  was  at 
the  head  of  an  army  ;  exprefled  only  high 
rage  and  refentment  at  his  daring  to  enter 
the  province  without  his  permiffion.— But 
when,  foon  after,  Goas  and  Banker  Khans 
informed  him  of  the  number  of  troops  he 
had  with  him— -and  that  they  were  con¬ 
vinced  (by  intelligence  from  fpies  they  had 
placed  near  his  perfon)  the  delign  of  Ali¬ 
verdi  was  to  depofe  him  $  it  is  impoffi- 

G  4  ble 
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ble  to  paint  his  fury.— He  immediately 
fent  for  Jaggciut  Seet ,  and  Attain  Cbund 
and  demanded  of  them  ;  how  they  dared 
father  fuch  a  body  of  troops  to  enter  the 
province,  without  giving  early  notice  of 
it  ?  averring  that  he  knew  face  a  ftep  was 
not  taken  without  their  privacy  and  coun- 
fel.  ‘  '  '  ,  " 

The  accufed,  who  elpedted  this  attack, 
came  prepared  ;  having  previoufly  concerted 
their  replies,  left  they  fhould  have  been 
feparately  examined— —They  buffered  the 
Soubah’s  rage  to  expend  itfelf  in  words, 
and  then  lubmiffively"  affured  him  That 

o' 

had  there  been  the  fmalleft  foundation 
iC  for  the  belief  of  the  reports  falfly  fpread 
C£  of  Alive  rdi  Khan ,  they  would  have  been 
the  firft  of  his  ’flaves  to  advife  him  of 
“  his  danger. —That  the  forces  of  Aliverdi 
tc  were  greatly  exaggerated  by  fame  evil 
*c  minded  people  near  the  Soubah’s  perfon, 
who  were  declared  enemies  to  Hodjee’s 

66  houfe.  - - -  That  their  intelligence  (on 

“  which  they  could  depend)  faid,  he  was 
only  accompanied  by  his  common  at- 
tendants,  and  a  fmall  guard  to  defend 
him  againft  the  petty  Rajahs,  and  free- 
hooters  of  the  mountains.— That  they 
were  themfelves  perfectly  fatisfied,  the 

<£  conduit 
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^  conduit  of  Alwerdi  was  greatly  mifre- 
prefented ;  and  that  his  only  defign  was 
€C  to  throw  himfelf  at  the  Soubah’s  feet, 
<c  and  plead  the  caufe  of  his  unhappy  dif- 
graced  brother  Hodjee  Harriet . 

t  i 1  t 

To  corroborate  this  fpecious  and  deceit¬ 
ful  harangue,  they  each  produced  letters 
from  a Vtiverdi ,  and  from  other  feemingly  in¬ 
different  perfons  in  his  train,  calculated  pur- 
pofely  to  fupport  the  deceptions ;  which 
being  compared  with  others,  wrote  to  the 
Soubah  from  Siclvgu/ly ,  he  was  thereby 
again  lulled  into  a  ftupid  fecurity  5  and  was 
influenced  fo  far  by  the  combined  traitors, 
as  to  cenfure  Goas  Khan ,  and  Banker  AH 
Khan  ;  as  aiming  to  Air  up  troubles  and  a 
war  in  the  province,  that  they  might  bene¬ 
fit  themfelves  in  the  confufion. 

* 

We  left  Aliverdi  Khan  to  the  Southward 
of  Siclygully  pafs,  halting  to  refreih  his 
troops  after  their  fatiguing  march.— — Here 
he  met  with  an  impediment,  that  was  well 
nigh  making  his  whole  fcheme  prove 
abortive. 

His  principal  Jemmautdaars,  officers  and 
foldiers,  had  been  promifed  four  months  ad¬ 
vanced  pay,  (befides  their  old  arrears)  and 

a  gra- 
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a  gratuity  of  three  Lacs  of  Rupees,  as  foon 
as  they  entered  the  province  of  Bengal. — 
The  Jemmautdaars,  in  a  body,  prefented 
themfelves  before  the  Nabob;  and  demand¬ 
ed  the  promifed  pay  and  gratuity  for  them¬ 
felves  and  their  people;  declaring  if  it  was 
with-held  from  them,  they  would  not  march 
a  foot  further. 

'i  •  ‘ 

This  demand  threw  Aliverdi  into  the  ut- 
moft  perplexity,  as  knowing  his  inability 
to  comply  with  it.  For,  what  with  the 
large  bribes  remitted  to  Delhy ,  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  his  independant  government  of  Ba¬ 
bary  and  what  with  other  confiderable  fums 
Juft  difburfed,  to  corrupt  and  keep  firm  the 
principal  officers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Sou- 
bah ;  his  coffers  were  drained3  and  at  a 
very  low  ebb* 

However,  without  difcovering  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  he  was  under,  he  with  his  ufual 
dignity,  and  voice  of  authority,  <e  order- 
€i5  ed  them  to  withdraw,  and  wait  without, 

and  they  fhould  be  iafisfiedff- - Then 

calling  a  private  Durbar ,  confiding  of  his 
Dewan  Chinkumunny ,  and  a  few  of  his 
chief  confidants,  he  informed  them  of 
the  demand  of  his  jemmautdaars,  and  re¬ 
presented  in  lively  colours,  the  rifque 

“  himfelf 
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u  himfelf  and  they  ran,  of  being  deliver- 
€C  ed  op  to  Suffraaz,  Khan 3  unlefs  fame 
“-expedient  was  devifed  to  raife  to  the 
“  amount  of  three  Lacs,  with  which  he 
<£  doubted  not  to  quiet  them  for  the  pre- 
cc  fen tT  To  this  the  Dewan  replied,  the 
whole  fum  in  his  hands  did  not  exceed 
45000  Rupees ;  and  that  he  knew  of  no 
means  of  railing  more.— 

Th  is  unfavourable  report  of  the  Dewan, 
proved  a  fevere  fhock  to  Aziverdi  and  his 
adherents.— Various  alternatives  were  (as 
ufual  in  thefe  cafes)  propofed,  without  any 
having  the  appearance  of  fucceeding : 
amongft  the  reft,  it  was  ftrenuoufly  urged 
by  the  Dewan,  that  an  exprefs  flhould  be 
fent  to  Jaggaut  Seet $  but  this  was  oppofed 
by  the  Nabob,' — who  aliened,  £C  fuch  a  de- 
“  lay  would  prove  fatal  to  the  whole  en- 
ct  terprize.” — And  he  was  juft  on  the  point 
of  refolving  to  retreat  with  thofe  troops  he 
could  depend  on  ;  when  the  evil  genius  of 
Suffraaz  Khan ,  in  the  perfon  of  one  of 
AHverd'z  s  followers,  conciliated  all  matters 
by  a  device,  which  merits  being  particular¬ 
ly  recited. 

There  were  two  brothers,  merchants  of 
Patna ,  well  known  by  the  names  of  Omy 

Chund , 
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Chund,  and  Diep  Chund:  the  former  of  thefb 
now  attended  the  camp,  and  was  generally 
of  Aliverdis  private  councils  ;  and  muchds 
his  confidence. 

One  of  the  occupations  of  this  Omy 
Chund  was,  to  advance  occafionally  ready 
money  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  at  a  very 
high  premium ;  this  is  an  allowed  practice 
in  all  Eaftern  camps,  and  poffibly,  at  leaf!: 
for  aught  we  know,  it  may  be  the  pradice 
in  the  Weftern  alfo — —however  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  rifque  certainly  juflifies  the  large- 
nefs  of  the  premium  ;  for  the  repayment  not 
only  depends  upon  ihe  lives  of  the  borrowers, 
but  alfo  upon  their  fuccefs. 

Omy  Chund  had  brought  with  him  only 
20,000  rupees,  for  this  game  at  hazard  : 
he  defired  the  Nabob  would  order  his  De- 
wan  to  pay  him  immediately  the  45,000  ru¬ 
pees,  which  were  in  his  hands ;  which  being 
complied  with,  he  inftruded  the  Nabob, 

t:  To  call  in  the  Jsmmautdaars - and 

<c  order  them  to  bring  in  an  account  of 
their  refpedive  claims,  and  to  tell  them 
“  that  he  would  give  them  draughts  on 
Omy  Chund  ;  taking  care  to  give  billets 
cC  firft  to  thofe  who  had  the  fmailefi:  firms  to 
receive  ;  and  that  in  the  clofe  of  the 

“  evening 
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**  evening  he  fliould  (on  pretence  of  frefh 
sc  intelligence  by  his  fpies  that  Sujfraaz, 
^HJKhan  was  in  full  march  towards  him) 
<c  caufe  the  Nobuf  to  be  beat*  and  iffue  his 
£C  orders  for  engaging  the  enemy  early  in  the 
**  morning,  and  leave  the  reft  to  him,” 

The  Jemmautdaars  were  called  and  or¬ 
dered  to  bring  in  their  claims,  which  they 
did  in  lefs  than  an  hour :  for  they  generally 
have  them  ready  made  up  on  a  fcrap  of 
paper,  which  they  conceal  either  in  their 
girdle  or  turband.  When  all  the  claims  were 
laid  before  the  Nabob — he  ordered  his  Be- 
wan  to  give  them  billets  upon  Omy  Chund ; 
the  Dewan,  according  to  private  in  ft  ruc¬ 
tions,  made  what  delay  he  could,  not  to  oc- 
cafion  fufpicion  ;  and  gave  thofe  firft  who 
had  the  leaft  to  receive. 

When  the  Jemmautdaars  tendered  their 
billets  to  Omy  Chund ,  he  paid  (everal  of  the 
leaft  confiderable  fums  readily,  and  without 
any  deductions :  then,  as  he  had  accounts 
to  fettle  with  mod  of  them,  he  prolonged 
the  time  by  many  artful  blunders  arid  de~ 
figned  errors,  until  the  day  was  far  fpent, 
and  not  more  than  one  eighth  part  of  their 
accounts  was  adjufted.  Then  excufinghim- 
felf  on  account  of  the  great  fatigue  he  had 
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Undergone,  he  deferred  the  farther  payments 
until  the  next  morning, 

Cri 

As  foan  as  the  day  clofed,  Aliverdi  or¬ 
dered  the  Ncbut  to  be  beat;  and  i filled  out 
his  commands  to  his  Jemmautdaars  to  hold 
themfelves  in  readinefs  for  engaging  the  next 
day  ;  telling  them  that  Sujjraaz  Khans  army 
was  not  far  diftant. 

This  unexpected  alarm  had  the  efteCI, 
which  Qmj  Chund  had  forefeen  :  thofe  who 
had  received  the  amount  of  their  billets,  in 
all  hafte  returned  it  into  his  cuftody  ;  and 
the  others  depofited  their  billets  in  his  hands. 
In  the  morning  the  Nabob  refumed  his 
match ;  took  the  rout  to  Morfhadabad ,  and 
kept  up  the  alarm  and  expectance  of  a  battle; 
until  he,  in  reality,  encountered  the  Soubah  ; 
to  whom  we  once  again  return. 

/ 

Banker  Ali  Khan  and  Goas  Khan ,  receiv¬ 
ing  hourly  intelligence  from  their  fpies  of 
Aliverdi  s  motions,  and  the  number  of  his 
forces,  had  ftill  the  courage  to  reprefent  to 
the  Soubah,  the  danger  his  perfon  and  go¬ 
vernment  were  in— and  humbly  befought 
him,  <£  to  provide  for  fafety  whilft  in  his 
power urging  cc  that  if  the  defigns 
<c  of  Aliverdi  were  honourable,  the  moft 
2  cC  eligible 
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“  eligible  way  to  preferve  him  in  thofc 
fentiments,  was  to  let  him  fee  he  was 
in  a  condition  and  pofture  to  oppofe  and 
u  crufh  him.  That  if  on  the  contrary  the 
“  defigns  of  Aliverdi  were  aimed  againft 
*c  the  government;  his  fupine  condudl  mud 
inevitably  fecure  his  fuecefs.  That  from 
<c  the  face  of  their  intelligence,  and  the 
*c  whole  procedure  of  Aliverdi,  they  had 
“  no  room  to  doubt  the  wickednefs  of  his 
sc  intentions.” 

Thefe  remonftrances  joined  to  advices 
the  Soubah  had  himfelf  received  of  the 
real  number  of  Aliverdi* %  troops,  at  laft 
roufed  him  from  his  ftupor  ;  and  he  direct¬ 
ly  ordered  his  Jemmautdaars  and  forces  to 
take  the  field,  and  rendezvous  in  the  plains 
of  Gyria ,  about  three  miles  to  the  North 
of  Morfhadabad ;  himfelf  following  the  next 
morning.  He  had  hardly  time  to  marfhal 
his  troops  in  order  of  battle,  when  Aliver- 
di  s  army  appeared. 

Their  forces  were  nearly  equal ;  each  about 
30,000  men ;  20,000  foot,  and  10,000 
horfe,  Suffraaz  Khan  had  twenty  pieces 
of  artillery,  from  twelve  to  fix  and  four 
pounders :  Aliverdi  had  none. 


Suffraaz 
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Suffruaz  Khan  planted  his  cannon  in  his 
front;  with  ftridt  orders  not  to  fire,  until 
the  enemy  advanced  within  half  mufket 
(hot  ;  for  confiding  on  his  artillery,  he  rear¬ 
ed  fecure  of  vx&iovy—Aliverdi  ordered  his 
troops  to  receive  the  difcharge  of  the  can¬ 
non,  and  then  to  ruin  in  upon  the  Soubah’s 
army  fword  in  hand.  He  ifllied  thefe  or¬ 
ders  with  great  fecurity ;  for  he  and  his 
troops  knew  that  by  the  treachery  of  the 
cTope  Khonnah  Droger>  the  cannon  were  load¬ 
ed  with  powder  only.  He  alfo  iffued  his 
inftrudlions  to  his  officers,  to  regard  nothing 
but  attacking  thofe  parts,  which  were  com¬ 
manded  by  Mu  [fat  Khooli  Khan ,  Baaker  Ali 
Khan ,  and  Goas  Khan  :  well  knowing  that 
none  of  the  Soubah’s  troops  or  officers  would 
engage,  but  thofe  which  were  immediately 
under  their  command. 

When  the  engagement  began,  all  but 
five  or  fix  thoufand  of  the  Soubah’s  troops 
flood  idle  fpedators  of  the  battle.  Aliverdfs 
heft  troops  advanced  without  the  leaft  ap- 
prehen fion  ;  flood  the  difcharge  of  artillery  ; 
and  vigoroufly  attacking  the  diviiion  of 
Banker  Ali  Khan ,  (behind  which  the  Sou- 
ball  was  rtationed)  they  were  twice  repulfed 
with  much  {laughter :  but  Baaker  Aids 
troops  being  over-powered  by  frefh  num- 

,  hers, 
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bers,  this  brave  man  was  killed  3  and  mod 
of  his  party  cut  to  pieces. 

Goas  Khan  penetrating  to  the  center  of 
the  enemy,  with  a  few  brave  followers, 
was  near  killing  Aliverdi  with  his  own  hand  ; 
when  Sedan  Hazzaary ,  commander  of  his 
BurkundajfeSy  interpofed  and  faved  him ; 
obliging  Goas  Khan  to  retire  with  his  com¬ 
mand  ;  who,  boon  after  being  furrounded 
by  Aliverdi' s  troops,  and  difdaining  to  re¬ 
ceive  quarter,  were  to  a  man  killed. 


Mujfat  Khooli  Khan,  and  the  troops  under 
his  command,  for  fome  time  exerted  them- 
felves  with  great  courage  and  fidelity  in  de¬ 
fence  of  the  Soubah’s  perfon ;  who  being 
now,  for  the  firfl  time,  informed  of  the 
treachery  of  the  Tope  Khonnah  Droger,  and 
the  defection  and  perfidy  of  mod:  of  his  offi¬ 
cers  and  troops ;  and  that  he  was  betrayed 
on  all  hands ;  and  learning  alfo  the  fate  of 
his  two  faithful  generals— he  ordered 
6C  Mu [jat  Khooli  Khan  to  retire  from  the  bat- 
tie  ;  to  make  the  belt  retreat  he  could  to 
“  Cuttack  ;  and  fave,  if  poffible,  the  pro- 
*c  vince  of  OrijJ'a  from  the  travtor  and 
€  c  u  fu  r  pe  r  A  liver  da  A  telling  him  ^  he  fa  w 
a  it  was  vain  for  him  alone  to  attempt 
46  fie mming  the  current  of  his  adverfe  for- 
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<c  tune  ”  Mu  [fat  Khooli  Khan  obeyed,  and 
with  a  fmall  faithful  party  retired,  and  elud* 
ed  the  purfuit  of  the  enemy. 

The  Soubah,  thus  abandoned,  determined, 
it  fnould  Teem,  to  efface  by  a  glorious  death 
the  remembrance  of  his  inglorious  life 
At  this  juncture  it  was,  that  the  leader  of 
his  elephant  propofed  to  him  to  return  to 
the  capital,  tc  telling  him  that  he  would  en- 
gage,  on  the  forfeiture  of  his  head,  to 
convey  him  fafe  thither,  where  he  had 
t£  ftill  fume  friends  that  would  be  able  to 
€(  make  a  ftand  for  him  f  but  he  nobly 
replied,  €£  It  never  fhould  be  faid  that  SuJ- 
C£  fraaz  Khan  fled  from  rebels  and  tray  tors.” 
He  then  ordered  him  to  plunge  into  the 
thicbeft  of  the  enemy  j  where,  with  a  few 
of  his  guards,  that  ftill  remained  Heady  to 
him,  he  for  fome  time  maintained  an  obfti- 
nate  engagement-—  like  an  enraged  lion 

C*  O  O 

he  fought  to  a  degree  of  defperation  :  it 
was  faid  he  emptied  a  whole  quiver  of  ar¬ 
rows  $  and  difcharged  more  than  a  dozen 
javelins  ;  betides  the  execution  he  did  wi  th 
the  fire  arms  he  had  with  him,  on  the  ele¬ 
phant.  Bat  at  laid  being  weary  with  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  not  able  any  longer  to  lift  an  arm, 
a  period  was  put  to  his  life  and  fortune,  by 
a  mulket  ball  from  a  diftance ;  faid  to  be 

difcharged 
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difcharged  by  one  of  his  own  people.  With 
this  wound  he  fell  dead  from  his  elephant  % 
a^d  with  his  death  the  conteft  ceafed.- - - 

Thus  fell  the  fon  of  Son) ah  Khan ,  tef- 
tifying  by  his  exit  from  life,  that  he  pof- 
felfed  a  foul  capable  of  producing  great  ac¬ 
tions,  had  the  foil  been  early  and  properly 
cultivated. 

Aliverdi  Khan  poffefTed  himfelf  of  the  late  Anno 
Soubah’s  tent  and  baggage;  the  plunder  of  1742  * 
which,  amounting  to  between  nine  and  ten 
lacs  of  rupees,  he  bellowed  upon  his  prin¬ 
cipal  officers  and  foldiers— He  received  Suf™ 
fraaz  Khans  perfidious  officers  and  foldiers 
into  his  fervsee  •  and  marching  to  the  capi¬ 
tal,  entered  it  without  re fi fiance  through  the 
acclamations  of  the  people.  Proceeding  to 
the  palace,  he  feated  himfelf  upon  the 
Muztnud ,  and  received  the  fubmiffion  of  the 
Rajahs,  Jemmautdaars,  and  other  great  of¬ 
ficers,  who  acknowledged  and  fainted  him 
fioubah  of  the  4 Three  provinces* 

The  fate  of  one  of  the  three  principal 
confpirators,  having  fomething  remarkable 

in  it,  calls  for  our  particular  mention, - 

Allum  Chund  returned  from  the  inverting 
Aliverdi  to  his  own  houfe;  and  being  bit- 

H  2  ter ly 
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terlv  reproached  by  his  wife,  for  his  per-* 
fidy  and  treafon  to  the  fon  of  his  prince 
and  m  after,  and  predicting  <c  that  he  wdliid 
<c  fhortly  receive  from  the  nfurper  the  re- 
61  ward  due  to  every  traytor  ”  he  was 
thereby  fo  much  affedted,  that  he  fwallow- 
ed  diamond  powder*  and  in  a  few  hours  ex- 
pi  red. 


yltiverdi  Khan  entertaining  no  favourable 
opinion  of  the  military  prowefs  and  capa¬ 
city  of  the  Bengal  foldiery  ,*  and  having  fo 
very  lately  feen  a  glaring  proof  of  their  na¬ 
tural  perfidy,  as  well  as  cowardice,  in  the 
unhappy  fall  of  his  predeceflbr  ;  determined 
to  put  no  truft  or  confidence  in  them  :  and 
in  order  to  guard  againft  their  treachery, 
which  he  knew  might  be  eafiiv  purchafed 
againft  him,  as  it  had  been  for  him,  he  en¬ 
tertained  immediately  in  his  fervice  a  feledt 
body  of  three  thoufand  Patans ,  with  their 
commander  Mujlapha  Khan,  a  foldier  of 
fortune  ;  who  about  this  time  arrived  in 
Bengal  with  recommendatory  letters  from 
court.  He  bore  the  character  of  a  confu'm- 
mate  general  ;  and  his  fubfequent  aftions 
verified  the  report. — Thefe  new  troops  the 
Soubah  kept  always  on  duty  near  his  per- 
fon ;  and  their  chief  was  admitted  to  his 
councils  and  favour. 

His 
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His  next  ftep  was  to  difplace  all  officers^ 
throughout  the  provinces,  that  he  had  rea¬ 
son  to  think  retained  any  affedtion  to  the 
late  Soubah’s  houfe  :  and  when  he  thought 
himfelf  fecure  againft  all  attempts  that 
might  endanger  his  newly  acquired  govern¬ 
ment,  he  appointed  a  Niab  pro  tempore ,  for 
the  government  of  Bahar  and  its  capital  ; 
and  recalled  his  brother  Hodjee  Mamet ,  that 
he  might  benefit  himfelf  of  his  counfel,  and 
affiftance,  in  his  arduous  fitiia'tion. 

i 

Hodjee  being  arrived,  all  matters  were  de¬ 
bated  and  concerted  relative  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  provinces.  Hodjee  was  inverted 
with  the  government  of  Morjhadabad ,  in 
the  abfence  of  his  brother ;  who  without 
delay  took  the  field,  and  diredled  his  rout 
towards  Orijj'a ,  on  the  thirtieth  of  March , 
X742*.— We  will  leave  the  Soubah  on  his 
march,  and  for  a  few  minutes  attend  on  the 
Nabob  of  Orijj'a. 

This  fugitive,  and  unfortunate  brother-in- 
law  to  the  late  Soubah,  (with  whom  I  was 

*  Sujfraax  Khans  defeat  and  death  was  on  the 
twenty-eight  of  January  %  1741-2,  and  not  on  the 
thirtieth  of  March ,  5742,  as  the  author  of  the  Reflec¬ 
tions  erroneoufly  fays,  confounding  the  date  of  one 
event  with  another. 

H  3  inti- 
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intimately  acquainted )  efcaped  from  the 
battle  with  a  few  followers,  as  before  re^ 
cited.  He  in  a  few  days  reached  the  tra- 
pitai  of  Orijj'dy  where  many  of  the  friends 
of  Sujfraaz  Khan  s  houfe  reforted  to  him  : 
he  made  fome  attempts  to  fortify,  and  enlift 
troops  for  the  defence  cf  the  place :  but 
being  ill  fupplied  with  cannon  and  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  receiving  certain  intelligence  of 
the  ufurper’s  approach,  with  a  very  fupe- 
riour  force  to  his  own  ;  he  thought  it  pru¬ 
dent  to  provide  for  his  own  fafety,  by  re¬ 
treating  out  of  the  province  with  his  family. 
He  left  Kit t tack  four  days  before  the  Sou- 
balds  van-guard  reached  it ;  and  fqund  an 
afylum  in  the  Deccan ,  under  Nizzam  Al 
Mu  Ik* 

Kuttack  opened  its  gates  to  the  Ufurper ; 
but  he  had  fcarcely  fettled  the  government  of 
Oriffa ,  when  he  was  alarmed  with  the  news, 
that  an  army  of  80,000  Makar att or  h or fe  had 
entered  the  province  of  Bengal ,  by  a  paffage 
over  the  Bierbobeen  hills  ;  and  hud  already 
penetrated  into  the  Burdomaan  country. 

The  Ufurper  received  this  unexpected 
fhock  with  manifefl  aftonifhment :  he  im¬ 
mediately  faw,  not  only  his  retreat,  but 
every  communication  with  his  brother  and 

t  *  ^  5  •  *  ...  ,  * 
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his  capital  cut  off.  In  this  dilemma  we 
will  leave  him  for  a  while,  and  invefhVate 

w-i  _  y-*  *  .  o 

as  well  the  caufes  or  this  invafion,  as  con¬ 
vey  fome  idea  of  the  people  called  Maha- 
r  at  tors ;  who  for  a  few  years  lad  pad,  have 
been  as  much  the  dread  and  terror  of  the 
Ead,  as  the  Goths  and  Vandals  of  old  were 
of  the  Wed:  with  this  effential  difference 
however  in  their  characters,  that  whereas 
thefe  were  the  barbarous  invaders  of  the 
rights  and  property  of  others ;  thofe  are  mak¬ 
ing  judifiable  efforts  to  recover  that ,  which 
their  ancedors  had  been,  for  ages,  in  peace¬ 
able  and  jud  poffffion  of. 

When  the  Empire  of  Indojtan  was  invad¬ 
ed  ;  and,  in  part,  conquered  by  the  Mo¬ 
gul  Tartars ,  about  the  beginning  of  the 
fifteenth  century  ,  many  of  the  Rajahs,  or 
Hindoo  princes  of  the  country,  fubmitted 
with  little  oppofition  to  the  invaders,  on 
condition  of  holding  their  lands  and  princi¬ 
palities,  paying  a  dipulated  annual  tribute. 
But  others  of  them,  difdaining  this  tribu¬ 
tary  date  of  flavery,  retired  to  the  fouth- 
ward  ;  and  poffeffing  themfelves  of  the  mod 
fouthern  parts  of  Deccan,  they  remained 
unmoleded,  until  about  the  year  3654  ;  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Shaw 
Jehawn . 

*  H  4  His 
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His  third  ion  Auring  Zebe ,  being  at  that 
period  Soubah  of  the  Deccan ,  (or  fouth)^ 
made  a  fruitlefs  attempt  on  Golconda  \ n- 
ftigated  thereto  by  Mhir  Jemla ,  who  re¬ 
volted  to  him  from  the  then  reigning  Ra¬ 
jah  of  that  famous  city,  and  the  adjoining 
country. 

Auring  Zebe ,  fucceeding  to  the  throne 
of  Indojlan ,  in  the  year  1659;  purfu'ed  by 
his  Generate  his  former  defigns  againft  the 
independant  Rajahs,  on  the  coaft  of  Cor- 
mandel  \  being  guided  chiefly  by  the  counfel 
and  inftrudtions  of  Mhir  Jemla ;  by  whofe 
valour  Golconda  was  reduced  f  and  the  whole 
coaft  fubdued,  from  Gan  jam  to  Colercon  ri¬ 
ver,  that  is,  from  the  latitude  of  n°.  40b 
to  1 90.  30'.  north.  ‘  '  '  "  ' 

5  .»  \  >  t 

The  other  promontory  of  India ,  called 
the  coaft  of  Mallabar ,  from  the  borders  of 
the  province  of  Gazer  at  to  cape  Comorin , 
was  never  conquered  by  the  Mogul  Em¬ 
perors  :  but  the  independant  pofleflion  of  it 
was  maintained  by  various  Rajahs ;  the  chief 
of  whom  was  the  Rajah  of  Si  it  ar  ah. 


To  thefe  independant  princes,  the  dif- 
t  re  fled  and  dispoflefled  Rajahs  of  Gorman - 
applied  for  fuccour.  They ,  alarmed  at 
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the  rapid  progrefs  of  the  Mogul  arms,  ini- 
mediately  united  themfelves  under  the  ban¬ 
ners  of  the  Rajah  of  Sittarah. 

Thefe  united  princes  and  people,  are  thofe 
which  are  known  by  the  general  name  of 
Maharattors ;  a  word  compounded  of  Rat- 
tor  and  MaahaJo :  the  fir  ft'  being  the  name 
of  a  particular  Raa%poot  (or  Rojpooi)  tribe; 
and  the  latter,  fignifying  great  or  mighty ; 
(as  explained  by  Mr.  Frafer)  a  term  we 
have  had  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  before  ; 
and  frequently  fha-11  again. 

The  acquifitions  thus  gained  to  the  Em¬ 
pire,  by  the  Generals  of  Auring  Zehe ,  coft 
to  much  blood  and  treafure,  that  the  dia¬ 
mond  mines  of  Golconda  hardiy  proved  an 
equivalent :  for  the  confederate  princes 
made  fuch  vigorous  efforts  to  regain  what 
they  had  loft,  as  obliged  Auring  Zebe 
to  keep  up  fo  large  an  armament,  that 
the  expence  of  preferving  his  new  conqudt 
exceeded  the  whole  revenues  acquired  by 
it.  The  glorious  vanity,  however,  of  hay- 
in  carried  his  conquers  of  this  Empire 
further  than  any  of  his  predecdfors,  deter¬ 
mined  him  not  to  abandon  them ;  until 
finding  at  laft,  he  fhould  rifque  the  lofs  of 
the  whole,  he  began  to  meditate  coming 
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to  a  treaty  with  them :  which  refolution 
v/as  haftened  bv  feveral  bold  attacks,  made 

j  * 

on  different  parts  of  his  dominions  by  the 
Maharattors  at  the  fame  time.— On  the 
fide  of  his  new  fouthern  acquifitions,  they 
carried  fire  and  fword  fometimes  into  the 
province  of  Dowlatabad ;  and  attacked  the 
capital  Auringabad  ;  and  from  Sittarah  they 
penetrated  through  the  province  of  Gnzerat\ 
and  fometimes  alarmed  even  the  court  of 
Deiby ;  finking  a  panick  wherever  they 
came. 

Auring  Zebe>  feeing,  at  length,  no  prof- 
pedl  of  extending  his  conquefts  farther 
over  thefe  intrepid  natives ;  thought  it  a 
wife  meafure  to  feeure,  and  keep,  if  pof- 
fible,  what  he  had  got.-^ — To  this  end,  he 
entered  into  a  treaty  with  the  confederate 
Rajahs  ;  and  by  a  fecret  valuable  confider- 
ation  given  to  the  Sehoo  Rajah,  King  of 
Sittarah,  a  peace  was  concluded  between 
them  on  the  following  terms.  44  That 
Auring  Zebe  fhould  remain  in  quiet 
54  poffcffion  of  his  fouthern  conquefts  as 
45  far  as  the  river  Coleroon ,  before  mention- 
44  ed,  and  the  port  of  Surat ;  and  that  in 
44  lieu  thereof,  the  Maharattors  fhould  re- 
ceive,  and  be  intitled  to,  for  ever,  a 
1C  Cboui  (that  is,  the  fourth  part)  of  the 

44  reve- 
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ft  revenues  of  JDrccan  y  to  which  Souhah - 
jhip,  thefe  new  fouthern  conquefts  were  an¬ 
nexed  by  the  Emperor. 

Thus  a  period  was  put  to  a  war,  that  had 
chiefly  employed  the  attention  of  near  two 
thirds  of  Auring  Zebe’s  long  and  fortunate 
reign  ;  by  which,  fo  important  an  addition 
of  territory  and  revenue  was  obtained,  that 
had  it  been  duly  and  honeftly  govern¬ 
ed  and  adminiftred  ;  and  the  treaty  kept 
inviolate  on  both  fides,  would  have  yielded 
a  perpetual  fource  of  riches  to  all  fucceed^ 
ing  Emperors,  on  every  emergency  of  the 
ftate. 

«  ir  •%  ' 


As  long  as  Auring  Zebe  lived,  the  Chout 
was  duely  paid  to  the  Maharattors  ;  but  on 
his  deceafe  the  treaty  began  to  be  infring¬ 
ed,  though  it  fuffered  no  open  rupture  un¬ 
til  the  death  of  Shaw  Allum  ;  when  the 
Empire  falling  into  a  date  of  univerfal  con- 
fufion,  (by  the  contentions  that  arofe  be¬ 
tween  his  fons  for  the  fucceflion  to  the 
throne,  and  by  the  fubfequent  diflradions 
during  the  defpotic  tyranny  of  the  SeydsJ 
little  regard  was  paid  to  it,  on  the  part  of  the 
government. 


Things  being  in  this  fltuation,  the  Maha¬ 
rattors  determined  to  pay  themfelves  ;  by 

making 
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making  incurfions  on  different  fides  of  the 
Empire  ;  and  laying  the  city  of  Surat  under 
contribution  :  in  which  warfare  they  met 
with  fuch  fuccefs  from  the  continued  pusil¬ 
lanimity  and  diftradtion  of  the  government, 
that  at  length,  they  extended  their  claim  and 

o  w 

demand,  from  the  ftipulated  Chout  of  the 
revenues  of  the  Deccan  5  to  a  Chout  of  the 
whole  revenues  of  the  Empire. 

However,  when  Mahommed  Shaw ,  by  the 
overthrow  of  the  Seyds,  arrived  to  the  fe- 
cure  poffeffion  of  the  throne,  Anno  17195 
fome  check  was  put  to  their  invafion  :  and 
terms  of  accommodation  being  made  to  them, 
they  for  fome  years  acquiefced  in  the  terms 
of  Auring  Zebes  treaty  5  and  annually  re¬ 
ceived  the  Chout  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Deccan ,  by  their  agents  out  of  the  royal 
treafury  at  Delhy  5  long  after  thefe  revenues 
had  loft  their  way  to  court,  by  the  ufurpa- 
tion  and  independence  of  the  tray  tor  Nizam 
al  Miilk. 

(  v  \ 

In  the  year  1740,  the  deputies  of  the 
King  of  Silt ar ah,  arrived  as  ufual  at  Delhy 
to  receive  the  Chout ;  when  they  were  given 
to  underftandby  the  Mogul s  miniftry,  “That 
cc  Nadir  Shaw  had  lately  fo  exbaufted  the 
treafury,  that  the  Emperor  was  rendered 
6  ft  utterly 


/ 
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**  utterly  incapable  of  fatisfying  their  de- 
*£  roands :  the  more  efpecially,  as  the  reve- 
££  ,nues  of  the  Bengal  prbvinces  had  been 
<c  witheld  from  the  year  1738,  by  the  rebel- 
rc  lion  of  Aliverdl  Khan ;  who  in  conjunction 
££  with  his  brother  HodjeeHamet,  had  ufurp- 
“  ed  the  government  of  that  Soubahdary  : 
ec  they  requeuing  at  the  fame  time  that  the 
<c  deputies  would  in  treat  their  m  after  in  the 
££  Emperor’s  name,  to  fend  an  army  of  fuf- 
<c  ficient  force  to  exabt  the  amount  of  the 
££  Cl: out)  that  was  due  to  them  ;  and  alfo  to 
4£  take  the  heads  of  Aliverdi  and  his  bro- 
££  ther ;  and  reftore  the  family  Scnjah  Khan 
u  to  the  Souhahfhip  ;  as  the  then  dittradfed 
££  ftate  of  the  Empire  put  it  out  of  his  power 
54  to  fend  a  force,  flrong  enough,  to  reduce 
*£  the  two  rebels.” 

With  this  anfwer,  and  affinal  powers  from 
the  Emperor ,  the  deputies  departed  for  Sit- 
tarah.—A  fadt  that  fully  confutes  the  affer- 
tion  of  Aliverdi  s  having  received  a  Phlr- 
maund ,  confirming  him  in  the  government  5 
as  was  publifhed  by  beat  of  drum,  and  in- 
duftrioufly  circulated  by  the  Seels  the  latter 
end  of  the  year  1739*. 

The 

*  Aliverdi  is  reported  to  have  fat  in  Hate  a  whole 
*ay  to  receive  the  ihaixi  Phirmaund,  with  the  ufual  cere¬ 
monials 
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The  Maharattcr  deputies  arriving  at  Sit- 
tar  ah,  reported  the  refult  of  their  deputa¬ 
tion,  and  the  Emperor's  requeft.  The 
King  of  Sit  tar  ah  did  not  ruminate  long 
what  refolution  to  take:  he  now  had  ob¬ 
tained  a  juftifiable  plea  to  attack  the  Mo¬ 
gul’s  dominions  with  his  own  confent ; 
therefore,  without  lofs  of  time,  he  ordered  an 
army  of  80,000  horfe  to  take  the  field,  and 
march  into  Bengal  ;  under  the  command  of 
Bofchar  Pundit ,  a  general  of  fome  repu¬ 
tation,  and  favorite  cf  the  Set 00  Rajah 
King  of  Sittarah .  This  general,  and  army, 
we  left  in  the  Burdomaan  country  between 
the  ufurper  and  his  capital;  to  w?hom  we 

monials  on  fuch  occafions ;  but  this  is  a  farce  that  has 
been  fence  played  in  feorne  parts  of  the  province  of 
Bengal ,  and  laughed  at,  as  much  as  it  was  then. — For 
the  Sects  could  always  cook  up  a  Phlrmaund  from  court: 
whenever  it  was  wanted.  That  A  liver  di  was  never 
confirmed  in  the  government  by  a  real  Phlrmaund ,  is  a 
fact  that  admits  of  no  doubt;  and  it  is  well  known, 
that  fo  late  as  June,  Anno  1750,  the  Vizir  Moifoor  Ali 
Khan ,  (father  of  Soujah  Dowlat ,  the  prefent  Soubah 
of  Oude)  was  advanced  at  the  head  of  ioo,oco  horfe, 
within  eight  days  march  of  Patna ,  purpofely  to  reftore 
thefefo  long  difmembered  provinces  to  the  Empire,  and 
punifh  the  ufurper  : — but  differences  arifing  between  the 
young  Emperor  Amet  Shaw  (fon  and  fucceffor  to  Ma- 
hommed  Shaw)  and  Rajah  'feet  Sing,  the  Vizir  was 
recalled  from  this  fervice  ;  or,  as  others  more  probably 
faid,  his  retreat  was  bought  off  by  Aliverdi ,  at  the  price 
of  fifty  Lac  of  Rupees. 

rnuft 
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frVuft  again  return  ;  and  point  out  the  errors 
that  drew  him  into  the  perilous  lituation 
and  dilemma  we  left  him  in*  before  we 
fhewJ  how  bravely  he  extricated  himfelf 
from  it. 

Some  fhort  time  before  he  departed 
from  Msrjhadabad ,  a  flight  rumour  pre¬ 
vailed  of  the  intended  invafion  of  the  Ma- 
harattors  ;  to  which  no  credit  was  given, 
either  by  the  ufurper  or  his  brother.  But 
flight  as  the  report  was,  it  ought  to  have 
merited  their  attention  at  a  juncture  when 
he  was  departing  with  all  the  flrength  of 
the  provinces  to  the  moll  extreme  part  of 
his  government  :  and  as  he  muft  have 
known,  no  enemy  could  enter  the  province 
of  Bengal ,  fo  as  to  cut  off  his  communi¬ 
cation  wi  th  his  capital,  but  by  the  weftern 
hills  of  Bierboheen ;  prudence  dictated  that 
he  fhould  have  fecured  the  fidelity  of  the 
Rajahs  of  Bierboheen  and  Bijhapore ;  who 
were  alone  capable  of  harrafiiog  and  retard¬ 
ing,  if  not  of  preventing  the  Mabar attar 
army  from  entering  on  that  fide. 

But  (as  if  Fortune  had  purpofed,  that 
the  negledt  of  this  wife  precaution  fhould 
be  conducive  to  the  higher  exaltation  of 
the  character  of  this  her  favorite  fen)  fo  far 

were 


were  the  brothers  from  adverting  to  the 
neceffity  of  fuch  a  fecurity  in  their  rear,  that 
both  thefe  Rajahs  had  been  highly  incenfed 
by  fome  acts  of  oppreffion  exercifed  towards 
them  foon  after  Aliverdt s  ufurpation  of  the 
government ;  and  were  readily  difpofed,  in 
place  of  obdrudting  the  enemy,  to  give  them 
a  free  entrance  into  the  heart  of  Bengal ; 
which  they  did  without  the  lead  oppodtion  t 
though  in  purfuing  their  refentment,  they 
entailed  a  long  feries  of  heavy  calamities  on 
their  unhappy  country. 

We  left  Aliverdi  Khan  at  Cuttack ,  in  deep 
aftonifhment  at  the  news  of  this  dangerous 
invafion.  Without  difcovering  the  lead  ap¬ 
prehend  on  or  alarm,  he  withdrew  for  the 
Space  of  half  an  hourj  in  confultation  only 
with  Mujlapha  Khan ;  and  then  ordered  his 
people  to  prepare  for  marching.  He  quit¬ 
ted  Cuttack  the  fame  day ;  and  by  forcec| 
marches  arrived  near  Burdwan ,  the  principal 
town  of  Burdomaan ;  (within  five  days  march 
of  the  capital)  two  days  after  the  Makar at- 
tors  took  pofleffion  of  it.  Here  he  intrench¬ 
ed  himfeif ;  and  was  foon  furrounded  by  the 
enemy  ;  who  though  they  had  at  lead  the 
fuperiority  of  eight  to  one,  had  not  the 

courage  to  attack  him. 

\ 


Bo/char 
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iSofchar  Pundit,  however,  fen t  AU-verdl 
a  letter  3  explaining  the  nature  of  the 
powers  he  was  inverted  with  3  demanding 

three  years  arrears  of  the  Gbout  3  the 

* 

iC  treafures  of  the  two  late  Soubahs ;  and 

that  in  future,  an  officer  of  their  own 
i£  fhouid  have  a  feat  in  every  Cutcherry 
ci  throughout  the  provinces  3  to  colled:  the 
5C  fourth  part  of  the  curtoms,  on  their  be- 
“  half.” 

The  ufurper  '  received  thefe  terms  with 
the  higheft  indignation  and  impatience  3  in™ 
ftantly  commanding  the  meffenger  to  leave 
his  camp,  without  deigning  to  fend  any  re¬ 
ply  to  them  :  and  finding  by  the  propofitions 
made  to  him,  that  there  remained  fmall 
hope  of  effeding  any  accommodation  with 
the  Maharattor  General  3  he  determined  to 
make  one  vigorous  effort,  to  break  through 
the  enemy,  and  regain  a  communication 
with  his  brother.  To  this  refolution  he 
was  ftimulaied,  by  obferving  an  univerfal 
panic  amongft  his  Bengal  troops,  many 
of  which  deferted  him,  by  favour  of  the 
night. 

■%  v 

In  purfuance  of  this  refohition,  lie  blued 
the  neceffary  orders  3  omitting  nothing  that 
could  fpeak  the  confummate  General  5  pro- 

I  mifing 
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miring  mod  liberal  rewards  to  thole  who 
maintained,  in  this  exigency,  the  character 
of  foldiers :  and  well  judging  that  his 
principal  dependance  refted  upon  the  Pa- 
tans,  he  bellowed  the  higheft  encomiums 
and  promifes  on  that  body;  by  whom  he 
began  to  be  loved  and  revered  ;  for  being 
themfelves  brave,  they  admired  thofe  in¬ 
trepid  qualities  in  Ahverdi,  which  fo  nearly 
refembied  their  own. 

All  things  being  prepared,  the  ufurper 
directed  that  part  of  the  trench  to  be  level¬ 
ed  with  the  utmoft  file  nee,  which  looked  to¬ 
wards  Cutwah.  Then  putting  himfelf  with 
Mujiapha  Khan  at  the  head  of  the  Pa- 
tans  half  an  hour  before  day  break,  he 
marched  out ;  and  with  amazing  courage 
charged  that  part  of  the  enemy  that  inter¬ 
cepted  his  rout  towards  the  lafl  mentioned 
town. 

His  rear  being  compofed  entirely  of  his 
Bengal  troops,  (then  efteemed  the  word: 
foldiers  of  the  Empire )  was  foon  fur- 
rounded  and  put  to  flight ;  but  the  Patans 
exhibited  a  glorious  effort :  thefe  led  on 
(as  before  obferved)  by  the  Soubah,  and 
their  gallant  chief  Mujiapha ;  and  their  rear 
commanded  by  the  brave  Zeyndi  Amet 

Khan 
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Khan,  (  Hodjee  s  fecond  fon )  with  much 
daughter  cut  themfelves  a  paffage  through 
the  enemy  ;  and  gained  the  C'utwah  road  j 
In  the  courfe  of  which,  they  maintained  a 
mod:  memorable  retreat  for  near  three  days 
and  nights  ;  being  often  furrounded  and  at- 
tacked  on  all  fides>  by  the  whole  Maha - 
raft  or  army,  and  as  often  repulfing  and 
forcing  their  paffage  until  they  arrived  at 
Cutwah. 

At  this  place  the  ufurper  mu  fie  red  his 
troops,  and  found  that  of  25,000  fighting 
men,  with  which  he  departed  from  his  cap’ll 
tal,  he  had  only  remaining  2500  Pat  am  j 
and  about  1500  of  his  Bengal  foldiers,  in¬ 
cluding  their  officers:  thefelaft  named  troops, 
Simulated  by  the  example  of  the  Patans , 
and  the  intrepid  behaviour  of  their  Jemmaut- 
daar  y 'ajfier  Khan  were  kept  firm  to  their 
duty. 

At  Cut w ah>  Aliverdi  found  it  neeeffary  May 
to  halt  for  a  fhort  fpace  to  refreffi  his  liar-  Ann<i 
raffed  troops  5  who,  during  the  terra  of  this  17424 
aftonifhing  retreat,  had  in  a  manned  been 
ftrangers  to  food  $  reft  $  or  fleep.-—  Here 

*  Since  better  known  by  the  name  of  Mhir  Jaffier 
All  Khan  Soubah  of  Bengal, 

I  a  they 
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they  were  again  furrounded  on  all  Tides  ex¬ 
cept  on  that  of  the  river;  which  Alive rdi 
was  informed  was  in  one  place  fordable ;  a 
eircumftance  unfufpedted  by  the  enemy. 

It  was  now  univerfally  believed  that  the 
ufurper  mull  farrender  himfelf,  or  be  cat  to 
pieces  with  the  few  that  remained  with 
him.  And  indeed  a  report  ran  through  the 
province  that  he  was  aftually  taken  prifo- 
ner;  but  the  actions  of  this  handful  of 
men,  in  their  retreat  from  Burdwan ,  had 
ft  ruck  fuch  terror  and  amazement  into  the 
whole  Maharattor  army  ;  that  they  gazed 
upon  them  as  fo  many  enraged  tygers  in  a 
net,  without  daring  to  approach  the  toils 
/that  enclofed  them;  and  contented  them- 
felves  with  the  profpedt  of  ftarving  them  to 
a  furrender  ;  little  dreaming  that  Aliverdi 
would  attempt  fording  the  river,  with  peo¬ 
ple  nearly  exhaufted  by  continued  labour 
and  watching. 

The  ufurper  taking  advantage  of  this 
vifible  panic  in  the  enemy,  and  unwilling 
to  let  the  triumphant  ardour  of  his  own 
foldiers  cool ;  refolved  to  attempt  the  river 
without  further  delay :  and  knowing  there 
was  a  defile  leading  from  the  village  to  the 
river,  through  which  the  enemy  might  in¬ 
tercept 
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tercept  his  paffage,  he  judged  it  neceffary 
to  fecure  it  3  thereby  aifo  to  prevent  his 
rear’s  being  attacked  before  they  could  gain 
the  river. 

The  defence  of  this  dangerous  poll:  was 
given  to  Mtjiapha  Khan ,  fupporced  by  Jeyn - 
dt  Amet  Khan,  and  J  after  Khan  with  eighty 
JeleB  Pat  am  ;  who  immediately  departed  to 
take  poffeffion  of  the  Defile-— As  £000  as 
they  were  polled,  Mufiapha  Khan  difpatched 
a  meffenger  to  the  Soubah  to  advife  him, 
he  might  attempt  the  river  whenever  he 
pleafed, 

AiirerM  having  previoufly  made  the  ne¬ 
ceffary  difpofitions,  put  himfelf  at  the  head 
of  the  Pat  (ins ;  and  gave  the  fignal  for  march¬ 
ing  to  the  river  ;  which  they  entered  with¬ 
out  moleftation,  preceded  by  well  inftrudted 
guides. 

As  loon  as  the  enemy  perceived  him  in 
motion,  they  inllantly.  attacked  the  'Defile 
with  great  violence  •  hoping  full  to  circum¬ 
vent  him.— -They  at  firft  feemed  to  deride 
and  defpile  the  fmall  number  left  for  the 
defence  of  it ;  but  foon  found  their  error,  in 
repeated  repulfes  with  heavy  daughter;  from 
this  determined 3  though  fmall  body  of  men  : 

I  3  each 
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feach  of  their  leaders,  on  this  momentous; 
occafion,  giving  proofs  of  valour  worthy  the 
greateft  heroes  of  antiquity. 

»■ 

They  maintained  their  poft,  for  a  full 
hour,  againft  reiterated  attacks  of  frefh 
troops ;  without  giving  the  leaft  way ;  and 
until  they  judged  the  Soubah  had  fafely 
pad  the  river.  They  then  began  to  retreat 
by  flow  degrees  through  the  Defile,  with¬ 
out  turning  their  backs ;  and  having  gained 
about  the  middle  part  of  it  %  advice  was 
brought  to  Mujiapha  Khan ,  that  his  rear 
was  attacked  by  the  enemy  — This  ge¬ 

neral,  without  hditating  a  moment,  com¬ 
mitted  the  charge  of  his  front  to  Jeyndee 
Amet  Khan ,  and  Jaffier  Khan :  and  order¬ 
ing  the  forty  men  that  competed  his  rear 
to  face  about,  he  put  himfelf  at  their  head, 
forming  two  fronts  to  oppofe  the  enemy  ; 
and  fending  orders  to  Jeyndee  Amet  to  con¬ 
tinue  his  retreat,  he  bravely  charged  his 
new  antagonifts,  and  forced  them  to  retire 
with  much  lofs.  When  the  whole  party 

*  The  Defile  was  about  eighty  yards  in  length  ancf 

ten  wide. 

f  This  event  happened  thus — a  body  of  the  Ma- 
harattors ,  about  one  thoufand  men,  forced  an  entrance 
into  the  town,  and  had  made  a  fruidefs  attack  upon 
dliverdi's  rear,  as  they  pafled  the  river,  from  which 
they  were  now  returned, 

3  had 

^  tit 
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had  cleared  the  Defile ,  he  commanded  his 
men  to  form  in  one  line  on  the  flbore,  with 
their,  backs  to  the  river  ;  and  making  a  feint 
to  gitfe  a  general  affault ;  the  enemy,  as  he 
i  expected,  was  ftruck  with  terror,  and  reti¬ 
red  many  paces.  Mufiapha  taking  advantage 
of  their  diftance,  inftantly  commanded  his 
troops  to  face  about  and  take  the  river ;  into 
which  they  plunged,  and  gained  the  oppofite 
fhore,  with  the  lofs,  on  the  whole,  of  only 
fifteen  men. 

If  we  con  fid  er  the  retreat  of  thefe  Ve¬ 
terans  (from  Burd'wan  to  the  oppofite  fhore 
of  Cutwab  river)  in  all  its  circumftances ; 
it  will  appear  as  amazing  an  effort  of  human 
bravery,  as  the  hiftory  of  any  age  or  peo¬ 
ple  have  chronicled  and  we  think  it  me¬ 
rits  as  much  being  recorded  and  tranfmitted 
to  pofterity,  as  that  of  the  celebrated  Athe¬ 
nian  general  and  hiftorian. 

Mufiapha  Khan ,  fieyndee  Amet  Khan ,  and 
Jaffter  Khan  were  received  by  the  Soubah, 
with  all  the  marks  of  the  higheft  affection 
and  efteem.  He  beftowed  great  encomiums 
on  the  valour  of  fiajfier  Khan9  who  was 
ever  after  diftinguifhed  by  his  favour.  He 
ialuted,  and  thanked  by  name,  every  one  of 
the  Patans,  who  fought  under  thefe  com- 

I  4  manders 
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manders  at  the  memorable  defence  of  the 
Defile  :  and  having  refreshed  his  troops,  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  his  march  to  the  capital,  where 
he  was  received  with  aftonifhment  and  reve¬ 
rence.  *  His  firft  adts  were,  to  prefen t  Muf- 
tapha  Khan  with  ten  lac  of  rupees ;  and  pro- 
portionably  to  reward  the  reft  of  his  brave 
defenders. 

Whilft  the  ufurper  was  gaining  everlaft- 
ing  renown  as  a  foldier,  his  brother  Hodjee 
Ha  met  was  employed  in  putting  the  city 
of  Morjhadabad  in  a  pofture  of  defence. 
With  extraordinary  expedition  he  funk  a 
ditch  round  it ;  formed  a  rampart  and  para¬ 
pet;  and  planted  cannon  in  thofe  parts 
where  the  city  was  moft  open  to  the  ene¬ 
mies  attacks. - —Aiiverdi  reproaching  him, 

££  with  having  abandoned  him  to  the  ene- 
<c  mv  :  and  with  being  felicitous  only  for 
c£  his  own  fafety ;  by  neglecting  to  fend  a 
C£  body  of  troops  to  favour  his  retreat”— 
Hodjee  replied,  £e  that  concluding  (from  the 
££  number  of  the  enemy,  his  forlorn  fitua- 
iC  tion,  and  the  repeated  reports  of  his 
££  being  taken  prifoner  and  killed)  he  was 
64  no  more  ;  he  thought  it  more  advife- 
■c  able  to  ftrengthen  the  city,  than  to  wea- 
C(  ken  the  defence  of  it,  by  parting  with 

any  of  the  few  forces  he  had  been  able 

“  to 
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to  raife  for  its  prefervation.”  And*-  m 
truth,  AUverdi  found  it  in  a  much  better  ftate 
of  defence  than  lie  expected. 

Before  the  ufurper  had  fet  out  on  his 
expedition  for  the  reduction  of  Orijfa ,  he 
had  lent  orders  to  his  deputy  governor  of 
Patna?  to  levy  troops  in  the  province  of 
Bahar.  Bat  thefe  forces  being  not  yet  ar- 
rived  in  Bengal '  he  was  to  the  great  mortifi¬ 
cation  of  his  enter prifing  and  military  ge¬ 
nius,  reduced  to  the  necefiity  of  fhutting  him- 
felf  up  in  his  capital ;  and  was  employed  in 
providing  further  for  its  fecurity.  - 

The  Maha  rat  tors  recovering  from  their 
condensation  and  panic,  and  acquiring  a 
better  knowledge  of  the  river,  pa  fled  it 
with  their  whole  force;  advanced  to  Mor- 
JJjadabad ;  and  furrounded  it  without  at¬ 
tempting  to  affault  it.  They  detached  parties 
into  the  environs ;  plundering  and  deftroy- 
ing  wherever  they  came;  they  fent  fome 
bodies  ofhorfeinto  the  hi  and  of  C'offhnbuzar 
who  committed  there  the  moil  horrid'  deva- 
ftatioa  and  cruelties  :  they  red  their  horfes 
and  cattle  with  mulberry  plantations;  and 
thereby  irreparably  injured  the  flik  rnanu- 
fadure :  in  (hort,  after  committing  every 

hoftfe 
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hofliie  aft,  which  plenitude  of  power  li- 
cenfed  without  moleftation  ;  they  thought  it 
at  length  prudent  to  retire  with  their  plun¬ 
der;  left  the  approaching  rainy  feafon  (which 
fets  in,  annually,  about  the  middle  of  June) 
fhould  intercept  their  retreat. 

jZ’o  With  this  neceflary  precaution  they  quit- 
1742.  ted  the  blockade  of  the  city,  and  repaired  at 
Cutwah  early  in  Juney  1742,  with  all  their 
immenfe  plunder. 

From  Cutwah ,  they  penetrated  through 
the  Burdomaan  country ;  detaching  their 
parties  into  every  diftrift ;  ftill  amafting 
greater  booty,  and  ftriking  univerfal  terror 
round  them  ;  fometimes  alarming  even  the 
European  fettlements.  The  rains  at  length 
fetting  in,  about  the  middle  of  June>  gave  a 
flattering  hope  that  the  land  would  foon  be 
delivered  from  thefe  devouring  locufts.  But 
alas !  this  pleafing  profpeft  had  but  a  fhort 
duration;  they  retired  it  is  true;  and  bent  their 
rout  towards  the  Bierboheen  hills;  irrefolute 
whether  they  fhould  quit  the  provinces  in- 
tirely  ;  or  only  lodge  themfelves  in  conve¬ 
nient  quarters  in  that  high  country ;  where 
they  would  be  ready  to  commence  a  new 
(cene  of  deftruftion  as  foon  as  the  rains 

broke 
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broke  up  (which  they  generally  do  about 
the  latter  end  of  September  or  the  middle  of 

Odlober.) 

x 

It  was  by  mod  believed  that  the  enemy  July 
had  taken  their  departure  for  their  own  f*** 
country  ;  and  it  is  certain  they  had  formed 
that  refolution  :  when  on  a  fudden,  to  the 
utter  amazement  of  all,  Bofchar  Pundit  if- 
fued  orders  to  march  into  Bengal fo  his 
ill  deftiny  prompted  him,  that  he  might  by 
his  fall  pay  a  facrifice  for  the  cruel  enormities 
committed  on  all  ranks,  by  thole  under  his 
command. 

They  returned  about  the  latter  end  of 
July,  and  pitched  their  tents  on  the  higheft 
parts  of  the  Burdomaan  country  ;  and  fettled 
themfelves  there  for  the  remainder  of  the 
rainy  feafon. 

On  this  event,  a  general  face  of  ruin  fuc- 
ceeded.  Many  of  the  inhabitants ;  weavers; 
and  hufbandmen  fled.  The  Arungs  were  in 
a  great  degree  deferred;  the  lands  untilled  ; 
and  the  wretched  fugitives  who  had  efcaped 
with  nothing  but  their  wives  and  children, 
and  whatever  they  could  carry  in  their 
hands,  thought  there  was  no  fafety  for 
them,  until  they  arrived  on  the  Eajlern  Ihore 

of 
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of  the  Ganges ;  to  which  they  flocked  in 
fhoals,  without  intermiffion  for  many  days 
together. 

^  f 

The  manufactures  of  the  Arungs  received 
fo  injurious  a  blow  at  this  period,  that  they 
have  ever  ftnce  loft  their  original  purity  and 
eftimation ;  and  probably  will  never  recover 
them  again.  But  it  is  neceflary  we  explain 
what  influenced  Bofchar  Pundit ,  to  take  the 
extraordinary  and  unexpe&ed  ftep  above- 
mentioned. 

There  was  an  officer  employed  in  the 
receipts  of  the  revenues  at  Dacca ,  named 
Mktr  Hubbeeb ,  who  had  embezzled  a  con- 
fiderable  fum ;  and  had  otherways  been 
guilty  of  mal-adminiftration  in  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  his  truft.  This  man  had  been  orde¬ 
red,  foon  after  Alive rdi  s  feizing  the  govern¬ 
ment,  to  repair  to  the  capital,  and  render 
an  account  of  the  branch  committed  to 

him. - He  was  bold  and  enterpriling  ;  of 

foiid  judgment ;  minutely  acquainted  with 
the  ftate  of  the  provinces  and  courfe  and 
nature  of  the  revenues.  To  draw  his  cha¬ 
racter,  in  fliort,  we  need  only  fay,  he  was 
in  political  virtue  the  very  counterpart  of 
Hodjee  Harriet . 


Con- 
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Confcious  that  his  con  dud:  at  Dacca  would 
not  bear  the  teft  of  examination,  he  availed 
hinjtfelf  of  the  prefent  juncture  of  confu- 
fionf  and  in  place  of  repairing  to  the  capi¬ 
tal,  he  fled  to  Bojchar  Pundit ;  and  arrived 
in  his  camp,  at  the  very  period  when  that 
general  refolved  to  quit  the  provinces,  and 
return  to  Sittarah . 


His  known  character  and  abilities  procu¬ 
red  him  a  ready  and  welcome  reception  ; 
and  his  mifchiev.ous  talents  made  him  a 
dangerous  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  thefe 
invaders ;  to  accomplifh,  in  a  manner,  the 
utter  deftrudtion  of  the  country.  He  repre¬ 
fen  ted  to  Bojchar  Pundit ,  u  That  in  the 
<c  prefent  ftate  of  the  provinces,  he  might 
*c  with  facility  and  fecurity  aflfume  the  go- 
“  vernment  of  the  Soubahdaary  himfelf ; 
££  that  it  would  be  inglorious  for  him  to  re- 
£C  treat  with  the  calf  \  when  he  could  take  the 
£C  cow  alfo \  that  the  rains  would  foon  break 
u  up,  and  fet  his  cavalry  at  liberty  and  that 
he  had  no  caufe  to  apprehend  the  ufurper 
£C  would  ever  have  any  power  or  force  capable 
of  oppofing  them/5  Bojchar  Pundit  gree¬ 
dily  hearkened  to  this  pernicious  advice  ;  im¬ 
mediately  changed  his  rout ;  and  returned 
from  Bicrbobeen  to  Burdomaan ,  as  before  re¬ 
marked  :  and  having  fixed  his  head  quarters 

at 
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at  Burdwan ,  he  fent  proper  officers  at  the 
head  of  fmall  parties  to  colled'  the  revenues  at 
every  feat  of  cuftom  ;  and  this  they  did  for 
fome  time  with  as  much  tranquillity,  •  as  if 
they  had  been  the  natural  fovereigns  of  the 
country. 

During  thefe  tranfadions  the  u  fur  per  was 
not  idle.  As  foon  as  he  had  certain  inteU 
ligencethat  the  enemy  had  repaffed  the  Cut- 
wab  river,  he  quitted  the  city ;  and  being 
foon  after  re-inforced  by  the  Patna  levies* 
and  the  number  of  his  Pata?is  being  encreafed 
from  the  Northward,  he  formed  his  camp 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Morjhadabad — 
The  Engli/Ij,  French  and  Dutch ,  thought  it 
necelfary,  during  the  rains,  by  various  means 
to  fortify  alfo,  and  add  to  the  ftrength  of 
their  feveral  fettlements,  at  Fort  William , 
Chundernagore,  Ho  ugly ,  and  Cojjimbuzar  ; 
though  they  were  hitherto  unmolefted  in  their 
perfops,  or  property,  by  the  enemy, 

Early  in  October  the  enemy,  by  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  Mhir  Hubbeeb ,  threw  a  ftrong  bridge 
of  boats  over  the  Cutwah  river ;  the  de- 
fence  of  which  was  given  to  him.  By  his 
affiftance  alfo  the  enemy  was  now  fupplied 
with  fome  fmall cannon  ;  firearms;  and  am¬ 
munition.  He  conftruded  for  the  defence 

©f 
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of  his  bridge  two  large  boats ;  the  one  con.-* 
tiguous  above  s  the  other  below  the  bridge, 
on  the  PlaJJey  fide.  On  thefe  he  threw  plat- 
foiVns,  on  which  he  planted  a  few  carriage 
pieces )  forming  effectual  barricadoes  with 
loop  holes;  for  the  fecurity  of  his  own  people, 
as  well  as  for  the  annoyance  of  the  usurper's 
troops,  in  cafe  they  fhould  prove  hardy 
enough  to  attack  the  bridge  $  for  the  defence 
of  which  he  embarked  with  him  the  bell 
markfmen  he  could  feledt. — 

This  difpofition  being  completed  the 
whole  of  the  Maharattor  army  eroded  over, 
and  began  their  incurfions  to  different  parts 
of  the  ifland,  wherever  the  waters  would 
admit  their  marching  :  fometimes  fh owing 
themfelves  in  ftrong  bodies  round  the  ufur¬ 
per's  camp;  and  infulting  him  with  oppro¬ 
brious  language,  without  daring  to  attack 
him. 

The  latter  end  of  October,  the  rains  broke 
up  5  the  waters  decreafed  hourly  ;  and  the 
roads  foon  became  paffable  every  where.  It 
was  now  the  enemy  thought  it  advifeable 
to  recall  their  detached  parties,  and  unite 
their  whole  force  ;  which  they  drew  up  be¬ 
tween  the  ufurper's  camp  and  PlaJJey  grove, 
fecure  of  a  retreat  to  their  bridge.  Here 

they 
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they  halted  three  days ;  and  reported  they 
would  wait  there  and  give  the  ufurper 
battle. 

Aliverdiy  elated  at  this  report,  took  the 
field,  and  advanced  towards  the  enemy  ;  not 
doubting  but  that  if  he  could  once  bring 
them  to  a  general  engagement,  it  would 

prove  decifive  in  his  favor. - His  whole 

force  amounted  to  about  forty-eight  thou- 
fand  men  ;  of  whom  barely  twenty  thoufand 
were  horfe.  Whereas  the  enemy’s  force 
was  wholly  compofed  of  cavalry  5  an  ad¬ 
vantage  they  had  the  wifdom  fully  to  avail 
themfelves  of,  by  the  fagacious  counfel  of 
Mhtr  Hubbeeb ;  through  the  courfe  of  this 
deftrudtive  and  long  conteft. 

As  the  ufurper  advanced,  they  retreated 
towards  the  bridge,  which  they  now  refolv- 
ed  to  repafs.  This  they  could  not  effed: 
without  their  rear’s  being  warmly  attacked 
and  harraffed  by  Aliverdiy  who,  for  this 
purpofe,  advanced  with  a  chofen  body  of 
horfe,  fome  hours  before  the  main  body  of 
his  army. 

The  enemy  had  gained  the  bridge,  and 
paffed  over  three  fourths  of  their  army  ;  when 
Ahverdi  made  a  furious  affault  upon  the 
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remainder*  and  threw  them  into  confufion; 
Bat  notwithftanding  a  heavy  daughter  made 
amongft  them,  the  greateft  part  of  them 
recovered  the  bridge  3  and  Aliverdi  was  ob¬ 
liged  to  draw  off  his  people  (who  began 
to  be  feverely  galled  by  the  fire  from  Mhir 
Hubbeeb's  floating  machine)  and  retire  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  (hot*  where  he  flayed 
until  his  heavy  cannon  was  brought  up  to 
him. 

-  ^  i  ■  ,  /  C*  f.  f 

Had  Mhir  Hubbeeb ,  in  obedience  to  Bof* 
char  Pundit's  orders,  drawn  off  his  party, 
&nd  deftroyed  the  bridge,  as  foon  as  the 
rear  of  the  Maharatior  army  paft  it 3  and 
Aliverdi  retired  3  he  would  have  gained 
great  reputation  in  the  adiioti.  But  not  fuf- 
pecting  that  the  ufurper’s  cannon  could  pof- 
libly  be  fo  near,  as  it  really  was  3  he  was  fo 
rafh  as  to  remain  on  his  poft,  until  Aliverdi 
.  had,  with  aftonitlfing  expedition,  open¬ 
ed  a  battery  of  three  fix  pounders  upon 
it. — — Mhir  Hubbeeb  flood  one  difcharge 
from  the  battery  3  and  now  perceiving  his 
error,  attempted  to  efcape  with  his  party  : 
but  Aliverdi  had  ported  a  body  of  horfe  fo 
advantageoufly,  that  immediately  upon  the 
difcharge  from  his  battery,  they  fell  in  pefl 
mell  with  the  enemy  on  the  bridge  ;  and  a 
furious  engagement  enfued :  in  which  Mhir 
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Hubbeeb' s  party,  three  excepted,  was  cot  to 
pieces.  Himfeif  and  thofe  three  gained  the 
Cutwab  ihore  ;  and  by  the  advantage  of  a 
fleet  horfe  that  waited  for  him,  he  efhaped 
to  the  Maharattor  army.  A  melancholy 
event  clofed  the  action  :  Aliverdi  s  trooos 
encoding,  in  too  great  numbers,  upon  the 
bridge  ;  it  failed  under  them  j  and  a  thoufand 
brave  fellows  perifhed  in  the  river. 

♦  The  ufurper  repaired  the  bridge  with  all 
poffible  diligence,  and  eroded  over  his  troops 
and  artillery  in  purfuit  of  the  enemy  ;  who 
artfully  eluded  every  attempt  he  made  to 
bring  them  to  a  general  adion.  Thus,  by 
continual  marches  and  counter  marches, 
his  troops,  particularly  his  foot,  were  ai¬ 
med:  exhaufted  by  fatigue  :  whiift  the  Maha- 
r  at  tors ,  in  detached  parties,  ranged  the  pro¬ 
vinces  at  large ;  collecting  the  revenues  with¬ 
out  the  lead  interruption  :  the  ufurper  not 
daring  to  divide  his  army  further  than  re-* 
inforcing  the  garrifon  of  Bukchs  Bimder  on 
the  Ganges ,  with  500  horfe,  and  1000  gun 
men  5  under  the  command  of  Serafdi  Ma¬ 
homet* 

1 

Aliverdi ,  touched  with  deep  chagrin  at 
feeing  his  fo  lately  ufurped  dominions  a 
prey  to  his  enemies,  without  being  able  to 
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profcdl  them,  or  bring  the  Maharattors  to 
any  decifive  adion  ;  at  la  ft  refolved  to  treat 
with  Bofchar  Pundit.  But  that  General  was 
fo  elated  with  fuccefs,  that  he  now  added, 
at  the  inftigation  of  Mhtr  Hubheeb ,  a  new 
article  to  thole  already  offered  at  Burdw.any 
viz.  ct  that  the  ufurper  fhouid  alfo  reftore 
£fi  the  Soubahfhip  to  Soujah  Khans  family; 
“  and  refign  the  government  he  had  fo 
*c  wickedly  ufurped  to  Suffraaz  Khans  el- 
c<  deft  fond’  Mhtr  Hubheeb ,  who  knew  that 
any  treaty  of  peace  would  be  fatal  to  him- 
felf,  artfully  threw  this  ftumbling  block  in 
the  way  ;  which  he  forefaw  would  render 
the  treaty  of  none  effect :  and  to  carry  this 
point,  he  infmuated  to  Bofchar  Pundit , 
<s  that  unlefs  this  article  was  infifted  on, 
the  mod  eifential  and  pofitive  part  of  the 
<£  Emperor's  orders  would  appear  totally 
negleded  ;  and  wifhed  him,  with  great 
cc  humility,  to  refled  how  he  would  anfwer 
this  negled  to  his  mafter,  the  King  of 
“  SittarahP 

This  additional  article  produced  the  ef¬ 
fect  that  Mhtr  Hubheeb  expeded ;  for  it 
was  refofed  by  the  brothers,  with  marks  of 
refentment  and  difdain  ;  and  hoftil ities  were 
immediately  commenced  again  on  both  fides. 
—Several  fkirmifhes  happened  between 
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them,  in  which  the  ufarper’s  horfe  always 
gained  fome  advantage ;  but  thefe  produced 
nothing  decifive. 

Hodjee  Hamet ,  who  never  fuftered  any 
fcruples  of  confcience  to  oppofe  the  fouleft 
means  to  accomplifh  his  views ;  in  a  private 
letter  fent  to  his  brother,  urged  the  neceffity, 
in  their  prefent  fituation,  of  attempting  that 
by  treachery,  which  they  had  failed  in  ob¬ 
taining  by  every  other  means.  A!iverdi> 
who  faw  the  hazardous  and  neceffitous  pof- 
ture  of  their  affairs,  as  well  as  his  brother, 
did  not  long  oppofe  the  motion.  Hodjee 
formed  the  plan  ;  and  it  was  executed  in 
manner  following. 

A  treaty  was  fet  on  foot  by  Aiiverdi ,  who, 
under  pretence  of  making  it  more  conclufive 
and  lefs  liable  to  interruptions,  propofed  a 
conference  with  Bofchar  Pundit .  The  over¬ 
ture  was  accepted  by  that  General ;  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  Mhir  Hubbeeb  and  the  reft 
of  his  principal  officers. 

It  was  agreed  that  a  fpacious  tent  ffiould 
be  prepared  and  eredted  by  the  ufurper,  mid¬ 
way  between  the  two  armies,  where  the  chiefs 
were  to  meet  on  a  certain  day  and  hour ; 
attended  each  with  eighty  followers  only ; 

and 
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and  that  in  the  mean  time  hoflilities  on  both 
lides  fhould  ceafe. 

The  appointed  time  being  come,  and  ail 
things  prepared  for  the  reception  of  the 
chiefs  ;  they  advanced  with  the  ffcipulated 
number  of  followers,  confiding  on  both  fides 
of  principal  officers.  When  they  approached 
near  the  tent,  AliverM  entered  firfi,  and  was 
followed  by  Bofchar  Pundit ,  without  the  leaf! 
fufpicion  of  treachery. 

The  ufual  falutations  and  ceremonials  be¬ 
ing  over,  and  both  parties  feated  ;  on  a  fignal 
given,  two  hundred  feled  men  who  had 
been  concealed  by  Aliverdi  between  a  dou¬ 
ble  lining  of  the  tent,  fuddenly  ruffied  out  ; 
and  cut  the  Maharatior  General  and  his  party 
to  pieces,  before  they  were  able  to  draw  their 
fcymiters;  two  or  three  only  efcaping  in  the 
con  fu  non. 

At  the  fame  inftant  a  fignal  was  difplay- 
ed  from  the  tent  (before  agreed  on)  for  the 
fpeedy  advance  of  the  ufurper’s  army  :  this 
being  obferved  by  the  Maharatior  army* 
they  alfo  began  to  be  in  motion,  not  know¬ 
ing  as  yet  what  had  happened.  But  being  not 
long  after  joined  by  thofe  who  had  efcaped 
the  daughter,  and  informed  of  the  fate  of 
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their  general  and  officers,  they  breathed  no- 
thing  but  fury  and  revenge. 

In  the  firft  tranfports  of  their  rage  they 
advanced,  and  feerned  refolved  to  avenge  the 
treachery;  by  giving  immediate  battle  to  the 
ufurper.  But  here,  the  wifdom  and  add  refs 
of  Mlhtr  Hubbeeb  interpofed  :  he  re  prefect- 
ed  to  them,  e£,that  the  only  means  to  fruf- 
tr ate  the  great  objedt  the  ufurper  had  in 
view  by  this  treacherous  affaffi nation, 
“  was,  to  avoid  coming  to  a  genera]  action 
with  him.”  His  arguments  gained  force 
and  influence  from  the  di (drafted  (date  of  the 
army  ;  which  was  now  under  no  head  or 
any  regular  command  :  and  obferving  the 
ufurper  advancing  towards  them  in  full 
march,  they  fuddenly  retired  ;  to  his  great 
mortification  and  difappointment. 

As  foon  as  the  diforder  in  the  Maharat - 
for  army  fubfided,  they  eledded  unarfimoufly 
Alice  Bey  for  their  General  ;  an  officer  that 
held  the  next  rank  to  Bofchar  Pundit ;  and 
who  bore  a  confiderable  degree  of  reputa¬ 
tion  amongfd  them.  And  now  their  condudd 
deemed  to  (hew  that  they  had  refolved  to 
execute  that  vengeance  on  the  diftreffed 

o 

country  and  inhabitants;  which  they  could 
not  execute  on  the  ufurper  himfelf.  To 
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this  end,  they  planted  fmall  parties  of  ob- 
fervation  about  the  fkirts  of  his  army  to 
report  his  motions  ;  and  appointing  Nagar , 
the  capital  of  Bierboheen ,  for  their  general 
rendezvous,  they  divided  their  army,  and 
carried  fire  and  fword  in  all  their  different 

routs. - They  detached  a  ftrong  body  to 

Bukchs  Bunder ,  which  they  attacked  ;  took  ; 
and  plundered  :  perpetrating  every  where 
the  mod  execrable  cruelties  that  revenge 
and  inhumanity  could  didate  ;  cutting  oft 
the  ears,  nofes,  and  hands,  of  any  of  the 
inhabitants  whom  they  fufpeded  of  con¬ 
cealing  their  wealth,  or  valuable  move¬ 
ables  ^  fometimes  carrying  their  barbarity  fo 
far,  as  cutting  off  the  breads  of  women,  on 
the  fame  pretence  ;  neither  fex  nor  age  pro¬ 
ving  any  fecurity  againd  thefe  enraged  bar¬ 
barians. 

During  thefe  horrid  fcenes  of  defoladon, 
the  ufurper  left  no  dratagems  uneffayed  to 
bring  the  enemy  to  a  battle  ;  but  all  his 
endeavours  proved  ineffectual.  He  was  in. 
continual  chace  of  them  from  the  beginning 
of  December  1742,  to  the  end  of  February 
1742-3;  and  at  length,  with  adonifhing 
bravery  and  perfeverance,  he  obliged  them  to 
repair  to  their  general  rendezvous  ;  and  to 
retire  out  of  the  provinces  over  the  Bierbo- 
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been  hills ;  from  whence  they  foon  took  their 
departure  for  Sittarab ,  to  render  an  account 
of  their  expedition— leaving  many  of  their 
brethren  behind  them  in  the  hands  of  Ali~ 
verdiy  who  had  been  taken  prifoners  in  dif¬ 
ferent  actions.  Amongft  the  prifoners,  was 
an  officer  of  diftindti.on,  character,  and  au¬ 
thority,  named  Sefjarow ,  of  whom  we  (hall 
again  have  occafion  to  make  mention. 


The  ufurper  had  hardly  time  to  breathe 
and  form  fome  hopes  of  reeds,  and  eafe  to 
himfelt  :  and  tranquillity  to  his  ha  mailed  and 
defolate  country  ;  when  he  was  again  alarm¬ 
ed  by  advices  from  Orijfd. ,  that  another  army 
of  Majoarattors  had  entered  the  provinces 
by  the  way  of  Cuttack ,  commanded  by 
Ragojee  :  and  to  compieat  his  did  refs,  and 
put  his  fortitude  to  the  utmoft  proof,  he 
fhortly  after  received  intelligence  by  ex~ 
prefs  from  Hodjee ,  that  a  third  army  of 
Maharattors  had  entered  by  the  fide  of 
Patna  commanded  by  Ballerow,  and  had 
already  penetrated  within  a  day  or  two's 
inarch  of  Si ciy gully.  Thefe  Generals  led 

each  an  army  of  60,000  horfe  ;  the  fil'd  had 
been  difpatched  from  Sittarab ,  to  enforce 
the  orders  before  given  to  Bofchar  Pundit , 
and  to  fupport  him  in  the  execution  of 
them  :  the  latter,  marched  out  later  from 
‘  th 
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the  fame  city  with  inftruftions  to  join  Ra- 
gojee ,  and  avenge  the  murder  of  Bofchar 
Pundit }  of  which,  advice  had  been  received 
at  Sit  tar  ah,  by  expreffes  fent  from  Bier  ho- 
been  immediately  after  that  event. 

The  ufurper  thus  befet,  and  apprehenfive 
of  being  hemmed  in  by  the  two  armies,  and 
again  cut  off  from  his  capital ;  directed  his 
march  with  the  utmoft  celerity  to  Cut w ah 
bridge  ;  which  he  gained ;  paffed  over  his 
whole  army  ;  deftroyed  the  bridge ;  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  his  capita! ;  with  a  mind  greatly 
agitated  and  oppreffed,  by  the  reflection  of 
being  again  forced  to  abandon  his  country 
to  mercilefs  enemies,  whom  he  was  not 
able  to  oppofe  with  troops,  enfeebled  by 
continual  labour  and  hardfhips. 

The  reader  may  remember  of  how  great 
importance  the  pafs  of  Sidy  gully  might  have 
been  to  thq  unfortunate  Suffraaz  Khan ,  had 
it  been  properly  put  in  a  ftate  of  defence. 
The  ufurper  well  knew  its  confequence  ; 
and  therefore,  foon  after  his  poffeffing  him- 
felf  of  the  Soubahfhip,  he  ftationed  there 
a  trufty  officer  with  proved  troops,  and  three 
pieces  of  cannon— —depending  that  a  vigo¬ 
rous  ftand  would  there  be  made  againft  the 
invaders  on  the  fide  of  Patna ;  and  their 

>  ■  -i 

en- 


I 


(  138  ) 

entrance  into  Bengal  at  leaft  retarded,  if  the 
fcifs  was  as  well  defended  as  it  was  capable 
of :  not  fufpedting  that  there  was  a  poffi- 
bility.  of  their  obtaining  an  inlet  by  any 
other  paffage,  unlefs  they  marched  far  to 
the  Weftward  by  the  Packet  road,  and  en¬ 
tered  by  Bierboheen ;  as  Bojchar  Pundit  had 
done  the  preceding  year ;  flattering  himfelf, 
fhouid  they  attempt  it,  that  by  fo  long  a 
march  they  would  not  be  able  to  reach  the 
province  before  the  annual  rains  fet  in  ;  but 
herein  his  forefight  failed  him.' 

Ballajee  Row ,  more  commonly  (though 
improperly)  known  by  the  name  of  Bai¬ 
ler  qw ,  on  his  arrival  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Boglypore ,  received  intelligence  from 
thofe  who  had  joined  him,  and  were  de¬ 
clared  enemies  of  the  ufurper’s  houfe,  that 
by  his  attempting  to  force  the  pafs  of  Sicly- 
gully  he  would  hazard  the  lofs  of  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  his  men  ;  and  probably  in  the  end 
be  obliged  to  relinquifh  the  defign  with  dif- 
grace  to  his  arms. The  Packet  road  was 
propofed,  but  he  declined  hearkening  to  it, 
urging  ‘£  that  thereby  he  fhould  lofe  his 
44  harveft  of  plunder  for  that  year  $  all 
44  which  would  be  appropriated  by  his 
44  friend  Ragojee  to  fatten  himfelf  and  fol- 
u  lowers ;  whilft  he  and  bis  people  would 
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€s  be  left  to  (iarve  on  the  Padjee  (paltry) 
fc  contributions?  he  had  been  able  to  raife  in 
5‘  B  a  hard 9 

Whilft  he  was  under  this  difficulty?  the 
evil  genius  of  the  ufurper  (and  of  unhappy 
Bengal)  didtated  a  meafure,  that  extricated 
him  out  of  it  without  danger  to  himfelf  or 
followers.  He  fent  for  fome  of  the  petty 
Rajahs  from  the  neighbouring  Colgong  hills  $ 
and  queftioning  them  concerning  a  paflage 
through  the  hills  to  Bengal ,  he  offered  them 
a  large  reward  if  any  of  them  would  (ap¬ 
ply  him  with  guides  to  anfwer  that  purpofe. 
The  Rajahs?  to  a  man,  were  well  enough 
difpofed  to  comply  with  his  wifhes  ?  for  the 
ufurper’s  treacherous  condudt?  during  the 
firft  fix  years  of  his  government  of  Bahar ? 
had  rendered  his  name  as  hateful  as  dread¬ 
ful  to  them  all  :  yet  none  of  them  had 
knowledge  enough  of  the  three  ranges  of 
mountains  that  Separated  Bahar  from  Ben¬ 
gal,  to  engage  in  fo  hazardous  an  under¬ 
taking. 

The  enquiry  and  reward  being?  however? 
bruited  abroad?  it  came  to  the  ears  of  an 
old  peafant  an  inhabitant  of  Colgong  hills. 
This  man  came  to  the  Maharattor  camp? 
and  defired  to  be  introduced  to  the 
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of  the  General  ;  which  having  obtained,  he 
boldly  undertook,  on  the  forfeiture  of  his 
head,  to  guide  his  army  through  feeret  paf- 
fes  into  Bengal,  for  a  reward  of  one  Lac  of 
Rupees,  paid  down  to  his  family. 

The  General  taking  two  of  the  Rajahs 
a  tide,  to  whom  the  peafant  was  known  ;  and 
enquiring  of  them  touching  the  character 
of  the  man  ;  and  what  degree  of  credit  might 
be  given  to  his  veracity  and  knowledge;  he 
received  fuch  encouragement  that  he  no 
longer 'doubted  ;  and  accordingly  paid  down 
the  money,  and  iffued  his  orders  for  march¬ 
ing  the  next  day. 

i  O  V 

*  '  '1 

The  guide,  with  faithful nefs  and  dexteri- 
ty,  led  the  whole  Maharattor  army  ;  at  fir (l 
Weftward,  a  point  or  two  Southerly  ;  until 
he  found  a  pajs ,  which  he  fought  for  about 
the  center  of  the  range  of  the'  Colgong  hills. 
This  pafs  being  found,  it  was*  his  mark  for 
the  remainder  of  the  expedition  ;  and  he 
carried  them  through  it  by  very  practicable 
roads  with  much  facility,  until  the  mouth 
of  it  opened  upon  the  level  country  between 
the  Colgong  and  T ’elliagurry  hills.  From 
hence  his  courfe  was  due  South,  which  led 
to  the  fecond  pafs  through  the  laft-men- 
lioned  hills :  this  pafs  he  accomplished  with 

equal 
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equal  eafe  ;  and  from  hence  for  two  days 
he  eroded  the  level  country,  that  lies  be¬ 
tween  the  ' Telliagurry  and  Rajambol  moun¬ 
tains  ;  fhaping  his  courle  about  South -Eaft  : 
at  night  he  told  the  General  he  muft  halt 
until  the  morning  fun  appeared.— In  the 
morning  he  led  them  due  South ;  and  in 
the  evening  of  the  fame  day  entered  a  pafs 
which  guided  them  through  the  Rajamhol 
mountains ;  and  landed  (if  we  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  the  expreffion)  the  whole  army,  with¬ 
out  the  lofs  either  of  man  or  horfe,  in  Ben¬ 
gal-,  on  the  plains,  Weft  of  the  city  of  Ra¬ 
jamhol ,  at  a  little  town  called  Banian  Gang . 
Having  performed  his  obligation  in  fix  days, 
from  leaving  Bogulpore  (more  commonly  by 
the  Englifts  called  Boglypore)  through  ways 
until  this  period  deemed  totally  impaflible ; 
he  was  farther  rewarded  with  handfome  pre¬ 
fen  ts  by  Ballajee  Row ,  and  departed  to  his 
home  :  his  name  was  Sittaram  Roy  ;  a  Gent  go 
of  the  Raazpoot  tribe.  —Ballajee  Row  reach¬ 
ed  Banian  Gang  the  13th  of  March ,  Anno 
j 742-3. 

The  ufurper,  who  had  received  exprefs 
intelligence  of  Ballajee  Row's  departure 
from  Bogulpore ,  and  of  the  march  of  his 
army  Weft  ward  ;  did  not  entertain  the  leaft 
doubt  but  he  was  gone  round  the  moun- 
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tains  to  enter  Bengal  by  the  Packet  or  Bier- 
boheen  ;  and  was  fo  much  convinced  of  it* 
that  he  began  to  prepare  again  for  taking 
the  field  ;  projecting  that  he  might  be  able 
to  bring  the  other  army  under  Ragojee  to  an 
engagement,  and  defeat  him  before  he  could 
pofiibiv  be  joined  by  Ballajee  Row  *  but  he 
had  hardly  formed  this  refolution,  when  he 
was  advifed  by  a  courier*  from  his  Governor 
of  Rajamhol ,  That  Ballajee  Row  had  en- 

**  tered  Bengal  by  paflfes  through  the  moun- 
t£  tains,  and  was  by  that  time,  he  believed* 
joined  with  Ragojee P 

This  intelligence  (hocked  the  ufurper’s. 
prefen t  hopes,  but  not  his  courage  and  con¬ 
stancy  :  he  laid  aiide  the  projeCt  of  repaffing 
the  Cntwab  river— but  determined  not  to 
coop  himfelf  up  again  in  his  capita! ;  for  the 
defence  of  which  having  made  every  necef- 
fary  provifion,  he  formed  a  Strong  camp  not 
far  from  the  city  ;  prefer ving  a  ready  com¬ 
munication  with  it. 

The  two  Makar  a  tt  or  Generals  met  in 
the  Burdomaan  country,  the  17th  March * 
1742-3  ;  and  after  a  private  conference,  the 
following  agreement  was  publifhed,  “  that 
£5  an  equal  partition  of  the  revenues  and 
5C  plunder  (Should  be  made  between  the  two 
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u  armies,  who  neverthelefs  were  to  a£t 
€£  diftindtly  under  their  refpeCtive  Generals 
“  and  officers.”  They  then  fettled  the  dif¬ 
ferent  routs  of  their  detached  fmall  parties, 
and  took  intire  pofleffion  of  the  country. 
Then  uniting  the  main  bodies  of  their  ar¬ 
mies,  they  marched  to  Cutfwah •,  conftruCl- 
ed  a  new  bridge  ;  and  paffed  over  with  their 
whole  force.  Here  they  again  feparated, 
and  renewed  the  depredations  every  where, 
that  Bofchar  Pundit  had  begun  the  preced¬ 
ing  year. 

During  thefe  tran factions,  the  ufurper 
kept  himfelf  within  his  entrenchments ;  yet 
he  was  not  idle.  Convinced  he  could  not 
oppofe  them  by  force,  he  had  nothing  left 
but  to  combat  them  with  fraud  and  ftrata- 
gem  ;  weapons  which  he  was  as  great  a  m af¬ 
ter  of,  as  of  arms.  His  firfl  movement  was, 
to  acquire  a  minute  knowledge  of  the  tem¬ 
per,  genius,  capacity,  and  characters  of  the 
two  leaders  of  the  enemy  $  and  how  they 
affedted  each  other.  In  all  thefe  particulars 
he  obtained  perfeCt  fatisfaffcion,  by  the 
means  of  his  prifoner  Sejjarow  before  men¬ 
tioned  whom  he  had  diftinguifhed  by  every 
mark  of  favor  and  refpeCt  from  the  time  he 
firft  fell  into  his  hands ;  forefeeing  he  might 
be  of  future  ufe  to  him  ;  and  from  the  arrival 
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of  the  two  armies  he  had  redoubled  his  c£~ 

relies ;  and  of  an  enemy,  had  made  him  a 
fall  friend. 

Divide  and  conquer ,  was  one  of  the  ufur- 
pers  favorite  maxims  in  politics,  as  well  as 
war.  By  the  lights  he  had  received  from 
a Sejfarow,  he  rightly  judged  the  minds  of 
the  enemies  Generals  were  fitly  difpofed  to 
take  the  impreffion  he  intended  to  ftamp  on 

them- - he  learnt  that  Ballajee  Row,  was 

hot ;  infolent ;  and  withal  avaritious  to  an 
extreme  degree  :  that  Ragojee  was  the  bra¬ 
ved  foldier,  but  irritated  and  jealous  at  Bal¬ 
ia]  ee  Row's  being  fent  equal  in  command 
with  him,  as  he  bore  a  fuperior  rank  to  the 
other.  And  more  to  flatter  the  ufurper’s 
artful  views,  he  was  informed  that  already 
there  fubfided  fome  mifunderdandings  be¬ 
tween  them  and  their  refpedive  troops ; 
touching  fufpicions  of  an  unjud  divifion  of 
their  plunder  on  both  fides.  - 

With  thefe  materials  he  began  to  work ; 
laboring  to  enlarge  a  breach  that  was  not 
yet  wide  enough  for  an  attack.  His  plan 
was  by  every  means  to  promote  the  growth 
of  thofe  feeds  of  divifion  and  jealoufy  which 
had  already  taken  root  amongft  them  :  to 
this  end,  he  directed  fome  capable  emif- 
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fairies  (fully  intruded)  to  defert  to  both 
armies ;  thefe  executed  his  porpofes  fo  well, 
that  they  produced  the  effedt  he  wifhed  : 
they  prepoffeffcd  the  enemy  againft  them- 
felves ;  who  accufed  each  other  of  illicit 
practices  in  the  divifion  both  of  the  revenues 
and  plunder;  and  the  fpies  were  fo  well 
prepared,  that  they  produced  proofs  and 
vouchers  of  many  in  fiances  of  what  they  in- 
finuated(on  both  fides)  that  would  not  ad¬ 
mit  of  contradiction.  This  occafioned  mu¬ 
tual  heats  and  animofiues  between  the  two 
armies,  and  an  open  rupture  foon  followed  ; 
each  refolving  to  aft  in  future  on  a  feparate 
and  independant  footing.  The  uforper  lei  zed 
this  favorable  occafion  ;  and  knowing  SeJ- 
jarow  had  an  influence  over  Balia jee  Row, 
(to  whom  he  was  related)  he  employed  him 
to  negotiate*  in  the  raoA  fecret  manner,  a 
feparate  treaty  of  peace  with  that  General. 

Sejfarow  exerted  his  power  with  fiic-h  fuc- 
cefs,  that  he  foon  difpofed  his  relation  to 
receive  favorable  impreffions  of  the  ufurpe-r, 
and  readily  to  hearken  to  a  peace  with  him. 
To  this  he  was  the  more  eaflly  induced,  as 
thereby  he  indulged  his  ruling  paflion  in  the 
hopes  of  making  his  own  advantage  of  the 
Ufurper,  without  the  participation  of  his 
rival  Ragojee . 
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The  preliminaries  of  this  treaty  were 
foon  adjufled,  u  the  ufurper  was  to  cede 
C£  to  Ballajee  Row  alone,  the  Choat  of  two 
a  years  revenues  \  and  Ballajee  Row  engaged 

on  his  part,  to  join  the  Ufurper  with  his 
C£  force,  and  affift  him  in  driving  Ragojee 
€t  and  his  army  out  of  the  provinces.”  It 
was  further  agreed,  that  to  keep  up  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  enmity  and  deceive  Ragojee ; 
Ballajee  Row's  army  fhould  advance  nearer 
to  the  Ufurper’s  camp,— and  make  a  (hew 
of  attacking  it :  this  movement  was  not 
only  made  to  amufe  Ragojee,  but  alfo  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  a  perfona!  conference  between  the 
Ufurper  and  the  General ;  which  was  to 
take  place  on  the  thirtieth  of  March  1743, 
near  Piaffe y. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  March ,  the  ufur¬ 
per  quitted  his  camp,  and  directed  his  march 
towards  Plajjey.  He  was  not  far  advanced, 
before  his  fpies  brought  him  .intelligence,  that 
Ragojee' §  army  was  in  motion,  as  well  as 
Ballajee  Row's :  this  raifed  a  fufpicion  in  Ali- 
euerdi%  that  the  treaty  was  only  affented  to, 
to  amufe  him,  and  draw  him  out  of  his 
camp :  therefore  he  immediately  retired  to 
it  again  $  and  the  treaty  was  retarded  until 
the  motions  of  the  two  armies  were  explain¬ 
ed  to  him. 
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Sejf'arow,  deeply  chagrined  at  fufpicions 
which  reflected  on  his  own  fincerity ,  enga¬ 
ged  on  the  forfeiture  of  his  head  for  that 
of  h  is  coufin  ;  which  engagement  being  flip- 
ported  by  a  folemn  oath  (the  Ganges)  on 
the  part  of  Ballajee  Row ,  Aliverdi  s  doubts 
fubfided ;  the  treaty  was  relumed;  and  the 
conference  appointed  on  the  third  of  April : 
but  the  place  of  meeting  was  changed  to 
midway  between  Plafley  and  Bur w ah ;  a  few 
miles  nearer  his  camp  and  capital^; 

On  the  fecond  of  April ,  the  ufurper  again 
quitted  his  camp,  and  began  his  march  ; 
having  draughted  offafeledt  body  of  io,ooo 
horfe ;  commanded  by  Mitftapha  Khan  ; 
that  moved  on  his  flank,  to  be  an  occasional 
check  on  Ragoje t. 

On  the  third,  the  chiefs  met  at  the  appoint¬ 
ed  place,  in  a  tent  (previoufly  examined  by 
deputies  from  both  parties)  about  two  code 
diftant  from  each  of  their  armies.— 
The  condition  openly  infilled  upon  by  the 
Mahardtfor  was,  u  that  twenty-live  Sac  of 

*  The  canfe  that  gave  rife  to  A'lverdT s  fufpicions. 
Was  this.— — Rdgojee  having  heard  that  Ballajee  Rcvj 
intended  to  attack  Aliverdi  $  camp,  and  judging  the 
city  would  fall  a  prey  to  him  it  he  fucceeded,  lie  put  his 
army  in  motion,  that  he  might  be  near  at  hand,  to 
come  in  for  a  (hare  of  the  plunder; 
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u  rupees,  for  two  years  Chout  of  the  reve- 

“  Hues,  fhould  be  paid  down  in  gold  - 

to  this  the  Ufurper  replied,  u  that  howfo- 
ever  unreafonable  the  demand  was,  con¬ 
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fidering  they  themfelves  had  colieded 
the  whole  of  the  revenues  and  cuiloms 
for  the  laid  two  years ;  yet,  he  would 
not  make  any  objedion,  provided  that 
Ragcjee  could  be  brought  to  fign  the 
treaty ;  otherwife  he  could  not  fubmit 
to  it:”  This  unexpeded  propofal  was 
highly  difguftful  to  Ballajee  Row ,  and  had 
well  nigh  broke  off  the  treaty ;  but  by  the 
interpofition  of  Sejfarow ,  he  was  at  laft 
prevailed  on  to  fend  the  overture  to  Rago- 
jee  y  but  not  until  he  had  been  made  eafy 
by  the  promife  of  a  private  gratuity  for 
himfelf. 


Ragojee  immediately  returned  for  anfwer, 
£c  that  he  would  hearken  to  no  terms  of  ac- 
“  commodation,  unlefs  the  payment  of  the 
“  Chout  in  perpetuity,  was  efhblifhed  to 
them ;  as  a  preliminary  article  for  treat- 
ing  at  all 

When  the  mefienger  returned  with  this 
laconic  reply,  the  treaty  feemed  for  fome 

*  This  preliminary  was  dilated  to  him  by  M.bir 
Hubbteb ,  who  joined  Ragojee  as  foon  as  he  entered  the 
province  of  j Bengali* 


time 
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time  fufpended However,  by  the  addrefs 
and  mediation  of  SeJJarow ,  a  feparate  peace 
was  at  laid  concluded  with  Eallajee  Row ,  on 
the  following  terms— u  That  the  Ufurper 
<c  fhall  pay  down  two  years  Chout,  eftimat- 
<c  ed  at  twenty-two  lac  of  rupees  in  gold  3 
‘c  and  that  Eallajee  Row  fhould  either  fatisfy 
<c  Ragojee ,  or  join  the  Ufurper  to  drive 
“  him  out  of  the  country.”  To  the  per¬ 
formance  of  which  they  both  folemnly  en¬ 
gaged  themfelves  by  the  moft  obligatory 
oaths ;  this  done,  and  mutual  compliments 
and  prefents  made,  they  parted. 

The  Ufurper  with  great  punctuality  per¬ 
formed  his  part  of  the  treaty  in  two  days  ; 
and  Eallajee  Row  fo  far  regarded  it,  that  he 
drew  off  his  army 3  repaffed  Cutwah  river 3 
and  retired  to  Burdomaan ,  followed  by  Ra¬ 
gojee  \  who  thought  himfelf  no  match  for 
the  Ufurper  on  equal  terms. 

Eallajee  Row  recalled  all  his  detached 
parties  3  and  making  a  dividend  amongft  his 
troops  of  part  of  the  Ufurper’s  contribution, 
according  to  their  different  ranks,  he  quitted 
Bengali  3  and  marched  by  way  of  Bierboheen 
to  Sittarah 3  leaving  (in  breach  of  his  fo- 
lemn  oath)  Ragojee  to  make  the  beff:  terms 
he  could  for  himfelf. 
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This  General  made  the  moft  of  his  time  s 
and  immediately  took  pofleffion  of  thofq 
parts  cf  the  country,  which  had  been  lately 
evacuated  by  Ballajee  Row’ s  flying  parties. 
He  fent  MMr  Hubbeeb ,  with  the  title  and 
authority  of  General,  to  take  pofleffion  of 
Orijfa ;  who  accordingly  feated  himfelf  at 
Cuttack 5  where  he  ruled  as  fovereign  of  the 
province. 

The  Ufurper,  called  upon  by  the  univer- 
fal  clamour  of  the  people,  and  diftrefl.es 
of  his  country,  once  more  quitted  his  ca¬ 
pital,  crofted  over  Cutwah  river;  and  mar¬ 
ched  in  purfuit  of  Ragojee :  in  which  chace 
he  was  employed  all  the  remaining  part  of 
April,  and  until  the  middle  of  May ;  without 
being  able,  by  any  art  or  ftratagem,  to  bring 
him  to  a  general  action.  And  the  rains  fet- 

o 

ting  in  earlier  than  ufual  this  year,  and  the 
roads  becoming  impafiable,  both  armies 
were  obliged  to  go  into  quarters,  about  the 
twentieth  of  May .  At  the  clofe  of  this 
campaign  the  enemy  remained  in  quiet  pof- 
feffion  of  Orijja  ;  and  of  all  the  country  on 
the  Weft  era  ihore  of  the  Hougley  river ; 
from  Ballafore ,  to  within  a  few  miles  of 
Rama's  Fort ,  near  the  Englijh  fettiement  of 
Fort  William  G 

*  Aliverdi  retired  with  his  army  to  Morjhadabad ,  and 
Ragoj.ee  with  his  main  body  to  B fir  boon  during  the  rains. 

Though 
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Though  the  treaty  of  peace  with  Balia- 
jee  Row  aofwered  a  prefent  purpofe,  and  re~? 
lieved  the  Ufurper  from  the  more  imme¬ 
diate  danger  which  threatened  himfelf,  his 
capital  and  family ;  yet  it  afforded  no  relief 
to  the  provinces.  The  partial  execution  of 
the  treaty  on  the  part  of  the  Maharattor9 
he  could  not  be  much  iurprifed  at ;  as  him- 
felf  had  fet  them  an  example  of  perfidy  and 
treachery. 

Every  evil  attending  deftrudtive  war, 
was  felt  by  this  unhappy  country  in  the 
mo  if  eminent  degree.  A  fcarcity  of  grain 
in  all  parts ;  the  wages  of  labor  greatly  en¬ 
hanced  ^  trade  3  foreign  and  inland,  laboring 
under  every  difadvantage  and  oppreffion  s 
— — and  although  during  the  recedes  of  the 
enemy,  from  June  to  October ,  the  manu¬ 
factures  of  this  opulent  kingdom  railed 
their  drooping  heads,  yet  the  duration  of 
their  reprieves  from  danger  was  fo  fhort, 
that  every  fpecies  of  cloth  at  the  Arungs 
was  haftily,  and  confequently  badly  fabric 
cated  ;  though  immenfely  raifed  in  its  price  ^ 
and  from  thefe  caufes  came  into  di  (repute 
at  all  the  foreign  markets ;  particularly  at 
the  Weftern  ports  of  Juddah ,  Mocha ,  and 
Bufjorah . 
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The  trade  of  the  Europeans  became  greatly 
embarraffed  and  injured  ;  their  effects  were 
often  plundered  by  the  enemy  ;  and  thefe 
grievances  were  much  heightened  by  oppref- 
iive  exactions  of  the  Ufurper.  But  in  this 
they  were  not  lingular  ;  for  the  whole  of  the 
people  who  Hill  remained  within  the  reach 
of  his  grafp,  fuffered  equally  in  this  r  dp  eel : 
even  Juggaat  Seef  s  houfe,  which  fo  emi¬ 
nently  promoted  his  ufurpation,  was  often 
fleeced  ;  to  the  malicious  joy  of  all,  who 
were  friends  to  Soujah  Khans  family. 


For  thefe  cppreffive  meafures  the  Ufurper 
had  nothing  to  plead  in  extenuation,  but 
the  necejjities  of  his  Fiiuatim  :  and  in  truth, 
had  he  not  been  the  ungrateful  traytor  he 
was,  they  were  fuch,  as  would  have  merited 
the  cleepeft  commiferation  :  for  although  by 
his  ufurpation  he  became  pofTeffed  of  the 
treafures  of  the  three  laid  Soubahs,  yet  fo 
immenfe  were  his  continual  expences  and 
difburfements,  that  little  of  them  remained; 


it  being  pretty  well  known,  that  he,  notwith- 
ftanding  what  has  been  faid  of  the  treaty 
with  Baliajee  Row,  did  not  buy  the  abfence 
and  retreat  of  that  General,  for  a  fum  lefs 
than  five  korore  of  rupees*;  although  the 
twenty- two  lac,  for  two  years  Chout  only, 
were  fpecioufly  publifhed  to  the  world ;  to. 


*  Five  Million  Sterling' 
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iave  the  credit  of  the  U  for  per,  and  to  afford 
an  opportunity  to  the  Maharattor  of  fee  re  ting 
from  his  followers  all  above  that  fum  ;  which 
he  appropriated  to  his  own  ufe  3  befides  the 
lion’s  fhare  of  the  twenty-two  lac  :  therefore 
he  was  well  enabled  at  his  departure  to  pre- 
fent  to  J eyndi  Amet  Khan>  Hodjees  fecond 
fon,  a  iingle  compleat  drefs  (for  Seerpah) 
valued  at  two  lac  of  rupees. 

In  October  1743*  the  next  campaign  Avno 
opened ;  when  the  Ufurper  again  took  the  1743. 
held :  and  Kagojee  defeending  from  the 
heights  of  Bierboheen ,  affembled  his  forces 
about  Burdwan . — T h e  fucceeding  months 
exhibited  the  fame  feenes  of  marches,  coun¬ 
termarches,  retreats  and  fkirmifhes,  with  va¬ 
rious  fuccefs  •  but  with  uniform  mifery  to  the 
people  3  who  now  for  the  firft  time,  began  to 
be  plundered,  and  cruelly  treated  ;  as  well 
by  the  detached  parties  of  the  Ufurper,  as 
of  the  enemy  :  the  former  affuming  the 
drefs  and  accoutrements  of  the  Maharat - 
tors}  to  cover  and  conceal  their  villanies. 

In  March  1744,  thefe  invaders  entered  Anno 
the  provinces  in  frefih  fhoals,  by  Cuttack ,  I743-4* 
Bierboheen  and  Patna ,  excited  by  the  irn- 
menfe  booty  carried  off  by  their  brethren, 
the  two  preceding  years— and  thus  this  mi- 
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ferable  country  fell  annually  a  prey  to  the 
depredations  of  the  Mahar  alters,  under 
various  leaders,  for  the  fix  fucceeding  years ; 
receiving  no  effectual  cheeky  but  from  the 
fucceffion  of  the  ufual  rainy  feafons.  During 
thefe  intermediate  fpaces  the  country  was 
left  to  fatten,  that  it  might  again  be  worth 
devouring.  In  the  mean  while,  the  Ufur- 
per  fufiained  himfelf  with  amazing  con- 
ftancy,  intrepidity  and  addrefs ;  though  often 
reduced  to  the  deepeft  diftreffes;  pans  of  his 
capital  being  frequently  attacked  and  plun¬ 
dered. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1744,  by  in¬ 
defatigable  and  Hidden  marches  he  attacked 
and  beat  up  all  thequarters  of  the  enemy;  and 
obliged  them  to  retire  much  fooner  than  ufual. 
Qrijja  only  remaining  in  their  pofifeffion  ; 
early  in  December  1744,  he  marched  to  that 
province  ;  where  with  expedition  hardly  to 
be  conceived,  he  retook  Cuttack ,  and  re¬ 
covered  the  province ;  obliging  the  enemy 
to  retreat  to  the  hills.  Then  leaving:  forces 
for  the  defence  of  it,  he  returned,  and  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  capital,  the  beginning  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  174.4-5  ;  crowned  with  laurels;  and 
received  with  wonder.  Here,  revolving  in 
his  mind  the  confufion  of  affairs  in  the 
province  of  Bahar  and  city  of  Patna ;  and 

its 
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its  importance  to  him,  as  being  one  of  th^ 
enemies  keys  into  his  country;  and  determin¬ 
ing  to  have  a  Governor  there,  whofe  courage, 
capacity  and  integrity  he  might  repofe  a 
perfect  confidence  in,  he  fixed  upon  his  ne¬ 
phew  Jeyndee  Amet  Khan  for  this  port  of 
truft,  who  poflefled  thefe  qualities  in  a  very 
high  degree.  He  loon  after  fet  out  for  his 
government,  efcorted  by  a  ftrong  body  of 
horfe. 


We  thali  omit  entering  more  minutely 
into  the  particular  occurrences  of  thefe  an¬ 
nual  invafions,  which  would  only  exhibit 
an  irkfome  detail  of  murders,  opprefiions, 
and  difireffes,  fimilar  to  thofe  already  re¬ 
cited  :  but  as  we  cannot  help  viewing  this 
Ufurper  in  an  extraordinary  light,  we  fhould 
be  inexcufable  in  neglediog  to  lay  before 
the  public  and  pofterity  thofe  firiking 
events,  which  were  interefting  in  them- 
felves ;  and  which  more  ftrongly  mark  the 
character  and  genius  of  this  great,  though 
wicked  man,  in  the  courfe  of  a  deftruo 
tive  eight  years  war.  With  this  intent  only 
we  again  refume  our  narrative  from  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1745  ;  a  period  which 
gave  birth  to  an  incident ,  that  eventually 
proved  not  only  the  deftrudtion  of  his  hither¬ 
to 
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to  favorite  General 3  but  alfo  that  of  his  bro¬ 
ther  and  nephew. 

It  was,  at  the  time  juft  mentioned  above, 
that  the  Ufurper  fir  ft  began  to  entertain  fuf- 
picions  and  jealoufies  of  the  great  reputation 
and  power  of  Mujlapha  Khan  3  who  had,  by 
his  mafter’s  liberality  and  other  means,  at 
different  times  acquired  great  wealth  3  which 
he  profufely  bellowed  on  the  foldiery,  but 
chiefly  on  the  Patans  ;  thereby  gaining  a  dan¬ 
gerous  popularity,  that  bore  too  much  the 
appearance  of  ambitious  views.  Whether  he 
really  had  any  deiigns  againft  his  mafter  is 
not  known  3  but  his  being  the  idol  of  the  ar¬ 
my  was  caufe  fufficient  to  make  him  obnox¬ 
ious  3  in  a  government  where  no  fubjedr  can 
with  fafety  to  himfeif,  or  to  his  prince,  be 
pb  defied  of  a  fuperior  degree  of  power  or 
renown. 

The  Ufurper  had  received  intelligencefrom 
his  brother  Hodjee ,  that  Mujlapha  Khan  was 
forming  deiigns  to  his  prejudice  3  and  that  he 
had  actually  concerted  meafures  with  the 
Maharattors ,  for  cutting  him  off  the  enfuing 
year  3  and  placing  himfeif  in  the  government. 

Whether  this  intelligence  had  truth  for 
it’s  foundation,  or  was  only  afterwards  de- 
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vifed  to  cover  the  ftep,  that  was  premedi* 

,  tated  a  gain  ft  Mujtapba  Khan ,  is  uncertain  4 
Hodjee,  however,  had  the  add  refs  to  pro¬ 
duce  vouchers  for  his  fufpicions  that  ap¬ 
proached  to  facts ;  and  thefe  acquiring 
'weight  from  the  brother's  apprehenfions  of 
that  General's  known  talents,  reputation, 
and  popularity  ;  it  was  refolved  at  all  events 
that  he  ftiould  be  aflaffinated  the  next  time 
he  appeared  at  court :  affaffins  were  accord¬ 
ingly  provided,  and  ftationed  for  his  recep¬ 
tion. 

But  Mujiapha  Khan  being  generally,  be¬ 
loved,  the  defign  againft  him  could  not  be 
fo  fecretly  conducted,  as  to  prevent  his  re¬ 
ceiving  hints  to  provide  for  his  fafety  *  and 
though  thefe  were  imperfedl,  they  were  yet 
fufficiently  alarming  to  urge  his  immediate 
departure  from  the  city,  with  3000  Fat  an 
horfe.  In  about  twelve  hours  after,  he 
was  followed  by  Samfeer  Khan,  a  Pat  an 
General  next  in  command  to  him,  with 
about  2000  more  of  their  country-mem 
The  whole  being  joined,  by  rapid  marches, 
they  arrived  at  Sidy  gully ,  before  any  fuf- 
picion  or  intelligence  of  a  breach  between 
them  and  the  Ufurper  had  reached  the 
commander  of  that  pays ;  and  by  a  well 
feigned  ftory  of  their  being  difpatched  to 
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Join  and  re-inforce  Jeyndee  Amet  Kha'n\ 
they  were  permitted  to  advance  into  Bahar 
without  interruption  3  intending  to  pafs 
through  that  province  into  the  P at  an 
country. 

So  great  a  defe&ion  of  his  beft  troops* 
with  two  officers  of  fuch  reputation  at  their 
head,  ftruck  the  Ufurper  with  the  deeped 
apprehensions,  and  this  on  a  double  fcore. 
He  had  the  greateft  caufe  to  dread  a  union 
between  the  Mahafattors  and  Mujlapka 
Khan  and  by  the  Secret  flight  of  that  Genera], 
he  became  convinced  that  Some  traytors  were 
about  his  per  Son  :  but  ft  ill  himfelf,  under 
every  exigency  and  difficulty,  he  loft:  not  a 
moment— by  large  prelents,  and  larger  pro- 
mifes,  he  Secured  the  fidelity  of  the  re¬ 
maining  Patans - fent  exprefs  upon  ex- 

prefs  to  his  nephew  Jeyndi  Amet  Khan ,  in¬ 
forming  him  of  this  untoward  event,  with 
orders  “  to  take  the  field  with  what  troops 
<c  he  could  get  together,  and  endeavour  to 
<c  intercept  the  fugitive  Pat  am— and  that 
“  himfelf  would  go  in  purfuit  of  them* 

*c  and  probably  they  might  be  hemmed  in 
between  them/’ 

The  Ufurper  immediately  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  a  ftrong  body  of  forces,  who 

were ' 
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Were  befi:  attached  to  his  perfon  and  go*5 
vernment ;  and  with  the  greateft  expedition 
arrived  at  Sicly gully  ;  where  he  only  flayed 
to  fir  ike  off  the  head  of  that  commander* 
who  had  luffered  the  Pat  am  to  pafs  his 
port. 

Had  the  unfortunate  Mujiapha  Khan 
made  the  fame  expedition  from  the  pafs  of 
Siclygully ,  as  he  did  to  it ;  he  would,  in  all 
human  probability,  have  eiuded  the  purfuit, 
and  palled  through  Bakar  before  he  could 
poffibly  have  been  intercepted  by  JeyndlAmet 
Khan ,  or  overtaken  bv  the  Ufurper.  But 
for  a  particular  reafoli,  to  be  hereafter  men¬ 
tioned  ;  and  not  fufpedling  he  was  purfued, 
he  proceeded  through  Bahar  by  fuch  flow 
marches,  that  the  Ufurper  came  up  witli 
him  between  Monghtr  and  Patna ;  and 
lent  a  meffenger  to  him  with  offers  of 
pardon,  to  himfelf  and  followers ;  if  they 
would  fubmit,  and  embrace  again  his  fer- 
vice, 

Mujiapha  Khan ,  difdaining  all  terms  of 
accommodation,  returned  the  Ufurper’s  mef¬ 
fenger,  with  a  brave  defiance  to  him  j  and 
receiving  intelligence  at  the  fame  time,  that 
Jeyndi  Amet  was  within  a  few  hours  march 
of  him,  he  thought  it  moft  advifeable  to 

face 
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face  about,  and  fight  the  Ufurper  firft ;  hav¬ 
ing  learnt  his  troops  were  very  little  fuperior 
in  number  to  his  own ;  therefore  without 
hefitation  he  diftributed  the  neceffary  orders, 
and  gave  the  fignal  for  battle. 

The  conflict  was  bloody,  but  of  no  long 
duration.  Valour  and  refentment  took  full 
poflefiion  of  the  foul  of  Mujlapha  Khan ,  and 
left  noplace  for  prudence  or  precaution  :  fired 
with  the  hope  of  executing  his  vengeance  on 
the  Ufurper,  he  thought  all  elfe  unworthy 
his  fword ;  and  attempting  with  too  much 
impetuofity  to  penetrate  to  that  part  where 
Alive  fM  fought,  and  not  being  well  fup- 
ported,  he  was  foon  futrounded,  overpower¬ 
ed  and  flam— his  head  was  feparated  from 

his  body,  and  elevated  upon  a  fpear- - -his 

death  being  known  to  the  Pat  am,  Sumfeer 
Khan ,  with  thofe  that  furvived  the  battle, 
made  a  fpeedy  flight;  and  taking  a  rout  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that,  by  which  Jeyndi  Amet 
Khan  was  advancing,  they  efcaped  out  of 
the  province;  notwithftanding  the  eager  pur- 
fuit  that  was  made  after  them. 

The  Ufurper  returned  to  hi's  capital  more 
dreaded,  but  lefs  beloved  by  the  people,  for 
this  laft  ftroke  of  his  policy.  The  jealoufy, 
and  (generally  believed)  unjuft  motives, 

7  for 
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for  aflarfinating  the  Patan  General  were  now 
blazed  abroad ;  and  the  Ufurper  became  the 
objedt  of  deteftation  to  fome  of  his  bed: 
friends,  who  drew  a  conclufion  (from  this 
adt  of  bafe  ingratitude  to  the  man,  who  had 
fo  often  preferved  his  life  and  government 
very  unfavorable,  and  alarming  to  them- 
felves  $  as  the  merits  of  their  greateft  fer- 
vices,  might  on  the  flighted  fufpicions  or 
fear,  in  the  cowardly  bread:  of  Hodjee ,  only 
draw  on  their  own  deflrudtiom 

Hodjee ,  who  had  accompanied  his  bro¬ 
ther  in  this  expedition  againft  Mujlapha 
Khan ,  advanced  with  the  head  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral ,  to  meet  his  fon  Jeyndi  Amet  Khan . 
With  him  he  returned  to  Patna ;  and  after 
bellowing  many  indignities  upon  the  head 
of  that  brave  man,  whofe  face  he  could  not 
have  beheld  the  day  before,  without  fluk¬ 
ing  into  abjedt  fear  and  terror ;  he  had  now 
the  coward  bravery,  to  order  it  to  be  carried 
in  triumph  three  times  round  the  city; — — 
unworthy  and  indecent  infults !  from  which 
the  remembrance  of  his  former  fignal  fer- 
vices  fhould  have  defended  his  fenfelefs 
remains. — - — Jujiice  feemed  to  intereft  her- 
felf  in  avenging  the  death  of  this  gallant 
man,  by  favoring  in  an  extraordinary  man¬ 
ner  the  efcape  of  her  deftined  inftrument 
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Sumfeer  Khan  :  and  the  brave  Jeyndt  Amet 
Khan,  at  the  fight  of  the  barbarous  intuits 
exercifed  by  his  father,  could  not  refrain 
from  tears ;  for  great  friendfliip  fubfifted  be¬ 
tween  him  and  the  deceafed  -y  and  his  me¬ 
mory  was  dear  to  him. 

We  will  leave  Hodjee  on  his  return  to 
Mcrjhadabad ;  exulting  for  a  fhort  time  over 
the  fuccefs  of  his  treacherous  machinations  % 
and  advert  to  Sumfeer  Khan. 


This  Patan  General  arriving  fafe  with  his 
few  followers  in  their  own  country,  began 
immediately  to  levy  troops ;  and  with  fuch 
fuccefs,  that  in  the  year  1747,  he  was  en¬ 
abled  to  advanced  towards  Patna ,  at  the  head 
of  8000  choice  horfe. 


Here  it  is  necefiary  to  advertife  the  rea¬ 
der,  that  the  two  Patan  Generals  on  their 
fudden  retreat  from  the  city  of  Morjhadabad \ 
had  opened  a  correfpondence  with  Mhir 
Hubbeeb,  informing  him  tc  that  they  fhould 
return  the  next  year,  to  attempt  the  cap¬ 
ture  and  plunder  of  Patna ;  then  march 
by  the  hills  and  join  the  Makarattcr 
army  ;  and  with  their  united  force  at¬ 
tack  the  Ufurper;  declaring  themfelves 
juftly  abfolved  from  all  allegiance  to  the 
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c<  afjdJJinP  Mhtr  Hubbeeb  improved  upon 

this  plan  and  advifed  “  to  encounter  Hodjee 
“  and  the  Ufurper  with  their  own  weapons, 
“  craft  and  treachery ;  for  that,  by  addrefs 
<e  and  management,  and  a  well  feigned  con- 
“  trition  for  their  former  conduct,  and  a 
<c  frefh  tender  of  their  troops,  they  might 
“  eaiily  obtain  an  interview  with  the  Nabob 
iC  of  Patna ;  at  which  they  fhould  cut  him 
“  off :  a  circumftance  that  would  much  fa- 

cilitate  the  taking  and  plundering  that  city 
ic  (which  feemed  to  be  their  principal  ob~ 
cc  jedl)  as  fuch  an  event  mu  ft  neceflarily 
<c  caufe  the  greateft  confufion  and  confter- 
<c  nation  in  the  place.” 

It  was  this  intercourfe  of  letters,  that 
proved  fatal  to  Mujiapha  Khan  j  by  retarding 
his  efcape  through  Bahar ,  as  already  men¬ 
tioned — but  the  counfel  of  MMr  Hubbeeb 
was  not  loft  upon  Sumfeer  Khan  who  was 
a  man,  pofleffed  of  every  requifite,  for  carry¬ 
ing  it  into  effectual  execution.  He  was  brave  j 
artful  ;  beloved  and  highly  efteenied  by  his 
officers  and  foldiers  ,  who,  to  a  man,  were 
united  to  him  in  a  folemn  vow,  to  take  an 
exemplary  revenge  for  the  death  and  indig¬ 
nities  of  their  late  lamented  commander  3  or 
perifh  in  the  attempt. 
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Nwmber  With  this  determined  view,  Sumfeer  Khan 
I/47‘  began  his  march;  and  being  arrived  within 
a  few  hours  of  Patna,  on  the  oppofite  ffiore 
of  the  river,  he  difpatched  a  letter  to 
Jeyndi  Amet  Khan,  couched  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  terms,  C(  that  his  heart  had  felt  the 
cc  deepeft  compundion  for  his  paft  condud, 
6c  to  which  he  had  been  inftigated  by  the 
“  rafh  counfels  of  his  late  commanding  of- 
iC  ficer  ;  that  he  appealed  to  Jeyndi  Amet 
“  himfelf,  to  witnefs  for  the  approved  fidelity 
“  he  had  always  ffiown  for  the  fervice  and 
€(  intereft  of  the  Soubah  his  uncle ;  that  he 
“  had  now  raifed  a  faithful  and  tried  body 
€c  of  officers  and  troops ;  who,  with  him, 
<c  were  ready  to  devote  their  lives  to  his 
cc  commands,  againft  the  common  enemies 
of  his  houfe  and  country :  hoping  he 
<{  fhould  obtain  permiffion  to  vifit  him;  and 
in  a  perfonal  conference,  give  him  more 
convincing  proofs  of  his  attachment  and 
**  fubmiffion.” 

Jeyndi  Amet  Khan  immediately  com¬ 
municated  the  contents  of  this  letter  to  his 
father  Hodjee ,  who  was  very  lately  arrived 
at  Patna ;  brought  thither  by  fome  informa¬ 
tions  the  brothers  had  received  of  the  con- 

V 

eerted  fcherne  between  Sumfeer  Khan  and 
Mhir  Hubbeeb ,  for  the  plunder  of  that  capi¬ 
tal-— ■ 
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tal — Hodj  ee,  without  a  moment’s  hesitation, 
ordered  his  fon  to  encourage  Sumfeer  Khan's 
vifit,  and  cut  him  off  $  telling  him,  he  him- 
felf  would  dired  the  means* 

Jeyndi  Amet  Khan ,  much  averfe  to  obey 
thefe  orders,  determined  to  wait  thofe  of 
his  uncle  to  whom  he  wrote,  and  transmitted 
a  copy  of  Sumfeer  Khan's,  letter  ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  he  returned  in  civil  terms  a  reply 
to  the  Patan  General,  telling  him  he 
<l  had  forwarded  the  purport  of  his  requeft 
<c  to  the  Soubah,  but  that  he  could  not  give 
cc  any  conclufive  anfwer  thereto,  before  the 

<c  Soubah’s  pleafure  was  known.”* - -This 

foon  reached  him,  in  thefe  few,  but  pe¬ 
remptory  words,  £C  Regarding  the  bufinefs 
u  between  us  and  Sumfeer  Khan ,  follow  the 
£t  orders  of  your  father/' 

Hodjee  direded  Jeyndi  Amet  Khan  to 
write  to  the  Patan  Genera!,  that  he  fhould 
<£  with  pleafure  receive  his  vifits,  and  re- 
joice  to  embrace  him  5  as  the  Soubah  had 
<c  readily  accepted  the  tender  of  his  fervices, 
and  w idled  his  fpeedy  march  to  Morfkada ~ 
cc  badP— To  which  purport  the  Ufurper 
had  likewife  wrote  to  him  in  preffing  terms ; 
thereby  intending  to  lull  him  into  the  greater 

M  3  We 


(  1 66  ) 

We  have  already  hinted  the  method  pro- 
pofed  by  MMr  Hubbeeb  to  the  two  Pat  an 
Generals,  for  taking  off  the  Nabob  of 
Patna9  and  plundering  the  city.  The  intelli¬ 
gence  the  brothers  had  received  extended 
only  to  the  latter  part  of  their  fcheme  ;  of 
the  intended  affaffination  of  the  Nabob  they 

had  not  the  lead  conception. - Hodjee'  s 

counter-plot  for  the  murder  of  Sumfeer 
Khan ,  was  concerted  in  manner  following. 
A  day  was  appointed  for  the  General’s  vifit 
to  Jeyndi  Amet  Khanr  on  a  plain  a  fmall 
diftance  North  of  the  city  ;  where  a  fump- 
tuous  tent  was  prepared  for  his  reception  ; 
in  the  floor  of  which  a  mine  was  funk, 
whofe  train  extended  fome  diftance  from  the 
tent.  The  fignal  for  putting  fire  to  the  train, 
was  jfeyndi  Amet  Khans  withdrawing  a  cer¬ 
tain  fpace  from  the  tent. — —Every  circum- 
ftance  of  which  was  betrayed  to  Sumfeer 
Khan ,  by  a  Pat  an  in  the  fervice  and  con¬ 
fidence  of  Hodjee . 

On  the  receipt  of  the  Ufurper’s  and  the 
Nabob’s  letters,  Sumfeer  Khan  paffed  the 
Mm  river  with  his  troops,  about  two  miles  to  the 
*747*  Northward  of  the  city;  and  being  advanced, 
on  the  day  appointed,  within  a  furlong  of 
the  tent ;  he  received  a  polite  meffage  from 
the  Nabob,  requeuing,  “  that  he  would 
i'  ““  favor 


cc  favor  him  in  ordering  his  troops  to  half; 
<c  that  they  might  not  in  their  conference 
u  he  incommoded  by  the  duft  ;  for  that  he 
himfelf  was  only  attended  by  fifty  fol- 

cc  lowers.” - This  requeft  was  inftantly 

complied  with,  and  the  Patan  General  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  the  tent  with  a  few  feledted  atten¬ 
dants  only  ;  all  of  whom  were  provided  with 
armour  under  their  co.ts. 

They  met  in  mutual  embraces,  and  with 
the  mod  affectionate  compliments ;  thefe 
over  they  feated  themfelves,  and  began  to 
confer  upon  the  operations  of  the  war, 
again  ft  the  common  enemy  the  Maharat ~ 

tors . - After  about  an  hour’s  difcourfe,  a 

fervant  came  and  whifpered  the  Nabob, 
who  ibon  after  arofe,  telling  the  General 
that  he  was  juft  going  to  give  fome  ne- 
“  ceffary  orders  for  his  reception  and  en« 
cC  tertainment  in  the  city,  and  fhould  at- 
<c  tend  him  again  in  a  few  minutes.” — — 
When  he  had  got  half  way  to  the  door  of 
the  tent,  Sumjeer  Khan  and  his  attendants 
drew  their  fcymitars,  fell  upon  Jeyndt  Amet 
Khan ,  killed  him,  and  all  that  were  in  the 
tent,  before  they  had  time  to  make  any 
refiftance  :  fome  inftantly  flew  to  the  head 
of  the  train,  to  which  they  were  perfectly 
inftmfted,  and  prevented  fire  being  put  to 
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it ;  for  on  the  alarm,  thofe  who  were  on 
the  outfide  of  the  tent,  and  thereby  efcap- 
ed  the  [laughter,  fled  with  all  fpeed  to  the 
city. 

Sumfeer  Khan  made  a  fignal  for  his  troops 
to  advance  ;  and  mounting  his  horfe  gained 
the  city  almofl:  as  foon  as  the  fugitives,  and 
entered  it  fword  in  hand  with  his  foldiers ; 
before  Hodjee  Hamet  had  received  the  leaf!: 
intelligence  of  the  unhappy  fate  of  his  be¬ 
loved  fon. 

He  proceeded  immediately  to  the  palace, 
where,  with  little  refiftance,  he  took  Hodjee 
Hamet  prifoner,  at  the  very  moment  he 
was  (in  difguife)  making  his  efcape ;  and 
after  fecuring  him  under  a  ftrong  guard, 
he  went  in  fearch  of  the  principal  trea - 
fares  of  the  city,  (to  which  he  was  mi¬ 
nutely  diredded  by  his  fpies)  thefe  he  de- 
pofited  in  the  palace,  and  gave  up  the  town 
to  be  plundered  by  the  foldiers  *  who,  for 
the  fpace  of  three  days,  committed  every 
ravage  and  outrage  that  revenge  and  avarice, 
backed  by  uncontrolled  power,  could  medi¬ 
tate  and  execute ;  except  againfl:  the  Eng¬ 
lish,  French,  and  Dutch  factories  ;  which 
alone  remained  exempt  from  ruin  and  un¬ 
mole  fled, 


Hodjee 
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Hod}  ee  Hamet ,  after  fuffering  the  heavieft 
reproaches  and  revilings  from  Sumfeer  Khan9 
for  his  bafe  ingratitude,  treachery,  and 
cruelty  to  Muftapha  Khan  ;  and  after  un¬ 
dergoing  a  hundred  and  one  ladies  from 
the  fevere  difcipline  of  the  Khorah,  was  by 
order  of  the  general  fet  on  an  afs,  with  his 
legs  tied  under  the  belly  of  the  animal ;  and 
his  face  painted  half  black,  half  white ;  and 
thus  led  round  the  city,  the  fame  route  him- 
felf  had  appointed  for  the  head  of  the  un¬ 
fortunate  Muftapha  Khan . — Returning  from 
th  is  difgraceful  progrefs,  the  difcipline  of 
the  Khorah  was  again  infli&ed  on  him ; 
not  only  as  a  punifhment,  but  with  a  view 
to  extort  from  him  a  confeflion  and  dis¬ 
covery  of  a  large  fum  of  gold  and  diamonds  ^ 
which,  it  was  laid,  he  had  buried  or  other- 

wife  fecreted  ; - but  he  bore  the  lafh  with 

amazing  conflancy ;  and  made  not  the  dis¬ 
covery  that  was  aimed  at. - After  this  he 

was  chained  to  the  leg  of  an  elephant, — - 
to  that  very  elephant,  on  which  the  head 
of  Muftapha  Khan  was  expofed  and  eleyat- 
ed.  Sumfeer  Khan  had  doomed  him  to  a 
cruel  and  lingering  death  ;  but  one  of  his 
guards,  touched  with  his  great  age ;  the 
high  dignity  he  had  horn  ;  his  cruel  fuffer- 
ings ;  and  heavy  lamentations  for  his  mur¬ 
dered  fonj  conveyed,  in  pi  tv  to  him,  a  dole 

of 
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of  poifon  ;  which  he  greedily  fwallowed  and 
put  an  end  to  his  miferable  being. 

Sumfeer  Khan ,  after  this  exemplary  ven¬ 
geance,  made  a  fhort  ft av  at  Patna>  and  re¬ 
tired  to  his  country  with  an  immenfe  booty ; 
but  without  paying  any  further  regard,  at 
leaft  for  the  prefent,  to  the  engagements  that 
fubftfted  between  him  and  Mbir  Hubbeeb . 

The  fates  of  Hodjee  Hamet  and  Jeyndi 
Hamet  Khan>  met  a  very  different  regard 
from  the  world  ;  the  latter  being  as  much 
lamented,  as  the  memory  of  his  father  was 
detefted.  But  it  may  be  very  eafily  con¬ 
ceived  that  the  lofs  of  both  proved  a  heavy 
ftroke  of  Affliction  to  the  Ufurper  ;  who  now 
became  as  eminently  wretched  as  he  was 
great.  His  grief  on  the  arrival  of  the  news 
was  fuch,  that  it  was  with  the  greateft  dif¬ 
ficulty  he  was  prevented  following  them. — 
However  ;  cool  reflection  foon  took  place ; 
and  his  ufual  fortitude  furmounted,  in  a  few 
days,  the  firft  violent  impreflions  of  his  ir¬ 
reparable  misfortune ;  and  obliged  him  to 
attend  the  concerns  of  his  government;  to 
which  he  was  roofed  and  ftimulated  by  the 
fpirited,  wife  and  affectionate  reprefentations 

of  his  Begum - -A  woman  whole  wifdom, 

magnanimity,  benevolence,  and  every  ami¬ 
able 
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able  quality,  reflected  high  honour  on  her 
fex  and  ftation.  She  much  influenced  the 
Ufurper’s  councils,  and  was  ever  confulted 
by  him  in  every  material  movement  in  the 
ftate;  except  when  fanguinary  and  trea¬ 
cherous  meafures  were  judged  neceflary  ; 
which  he  knew  fhe  would  oppofe,  as  fhe 
ever  condemned  them  when  perpetrated 

howfoever  fuccefsful, - -predidling  always 

that  fuch  politics  would  end  in  the  ruin  of 
his  family. 

Though  the  Ufurper’s  critical  fituation 
called  him  to  aftion  j  yet  the  death  of  his 
nephew  ever  after  remained  a  heavy  pref- 
fure  upon  his  heart.  Fie  greatly  loved  him* 
and  had  defigned  him  his  fucceffor  in  the 
government  of  the  Soubahlhip,  in  preference 
to  Hodjee  s  eideft  fon ;  who  then  bore  the 
title  of  the  Emperor’s  Dewan,  (to  which 
he  had  juft  as  much  right  as  his  uncle  had 
to  that  of  Soubah.)  But  this  defign  being 
blafted  by  the  untimely  deceafe  of  Jeyndi 
Amct  y  and  that  occafioned  by  the  pernici¬ 
ous  policy  of  his  brother  and  himfelf :  the 
only  amends  in  his  power  to  make  to  the 
manes  of  his  murdered  nephew  was,  to 
transfer  the  affection  he  ever  bore  him*  to 
his  eideft  fon  Mhz?~za  Mahommed ;  whom  he 
immediately  adopted  as  his  own  :  and  this 
4  youth 
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youth  was,  from  that  period,  looked  upon 
as  his  fucceffor. 


Qftober 
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Until  the  rains  broke  up  in  October  1747, 
the  Ufurper  remained  unmolefted  ;  but  now 
the  Maharattors  re-entered  the  province  of 
Bengal  by  the  Bierboheen  hills  ;  and  Sumfeer 
Khan  having  fafely  lodged  his  Patna  plun¬ 
der  returned  and  entered  Bahar  ;  at  laft  re¬ 
mindful  of  his  engagement  to  Mhir  Hub - 
beeby  and  hoping  by  an  union  with  the  Ma- 
harattorSy  to  jhare  at  lead:  the  plunder  alfo  of 
Morjhadabad . 


The  Ufurper  had  taken  the  field  very 
early — and  on  the  firft  advice  that  Sumfeer 
Khan  had  entered  Bahar ,  he  advanced  to¬ 
wards  him  by  rapid  marches ;  thirfting  to 
revenge  his  brother’s  and  nephew’s  deaths  ; 
and  depending  that  he  fhould  be  able  to 
engage  and  defeat  him  before  the  Maha¬ 
rattors  could  poffibly  join  him.  Whilft  he 
was  in  this  purfuit,  the  Maharattors  y  who 
did  not  think  it  eligible  to  rifque  an  adtion 
with  the  Ufurper  until  they  had  joined 
their  new  allies,  were  on  full  march  to  the 
fettled  rendezvous  at  Bogolpore ;  near  which 
place  the  three  armies  arrived  about  the 
fame  time  in  the  night.  The  Ufurper  en¬ 
camped,  and  fent  out  his  fpies  for  intelli- 

S  gence. 


(  *7 3  ) 

gence.  They  foon  returned  and  informed 
him  he  was  encamped  between  the  enemies 
armies ;  the  Patans  a  corfe  to  the  North¬ 
ward  of  him  ;  and  the  Makarattors  about 
the  fame  diftance  to  the  Southward.— This 
perilous  htuation  would  have  ftruck  any  but 
this  brave  Ufurper  with  alarm  and  terror  : 
fome  of  his  general  officers  propofed  his 
taking  the  advantage  of  the  night,  and  at¬ 
tempting  a  filent  retreat  to  Sidy  gully  ;  but  he 
rejected  this  overture  with  high  indignation, 
- — He  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  dif¬ 
ferent  genius  and  difpolition  of  the  enemies 
he  had  to  encounter ;  and  from  this  know¬ 
ledge  formed  his  refolutions  ;  the  only  re- 
fource  left  him  was  inftantly  obvious  to  this 
confummate  general  and  foldier. 

At  midnight  he  held  a  council  of  war, 
of  three  or  four  of  his  principal  officers 
only.  To  thefe  he  opened  his  defigns,  and 
directed  them  to  iffue  orders  for  the  troops 
to  be  ready  to  march,  half  an  hour  before 

day  break;  without  linking  their  tents - 

flridly  prohibiting  they  fhould  encumber 
themfeives  with  aught  but  their  arms ;  for 
that  his  own,  his  officers,  and  foldiers  bag¬ 
gage  fhould  be  left  in  the  camp  ;  for  which 
he  himfelf  would  be  accountable  to  them. 

—Thefe 
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- - Thefe  orders  diftributed  he  went  to 

reft* 

Before  day  break  the  Ufurper  put  himfelf 
at  the  head  of  his  troops,  and  marched  to 
attack  the  Patans ;  leaving;  his  camp  ftand- 

ing - he  found  them  prepared  to  receive 

him,  not  doubting  but  their  allies,  whole 
fituation  they  had  learnt,  would  attack  his 
rear.' — —A  bloody  engagement  enfued,  in 
which  the  Ufurper  might  juftly  fay,  with 
another  great  ufurper,  <c  that  he  had  many 
iL  times  fought  for  Empire,  but  in  this  bat- 
“  tie,  for  Life."— After  an  obftinate  con- 
teft  Sumfeer  Khan  was  flain  and  the  Patans 
put  to  flight — »inftead  of  purfuing  them,  he 
immediately  returned  in  good  order  to  his 
camp ;  where,  as  he  had  forefeen,  he  found 
the  Maharattors  plundering  it,  confufedly 
difperfed,  and  regardlefs  of  the  commands 
of  their  General  or  Officers  : — In  this  fitu- 
ation  the  Ufurper  fell  upon  them,  and  after 
a  great  daughter  gave  them  a  total  defeat 
and  rout*  After  thefe  exploits  he  returned 
triumphantly  to  his  capital. 


Notwithftanding  thefe  glorious  fuccefles, 
he  was  incefiantly  harraffed  by,  and  forced 
to  be  ever  in  the  field  againft  the  Makar  at - 

tors , 


(  V5  ) 

tors ,  until  the  year  1750  ;  when  he  made  a 
iafting  peace  with  them  on  the  terms  recited 
in  the  “  Short  Iketch  of  the  hiftory  of  Ben - 
*c  gal”  before  mentioned ;  to  which  we  beg 
leave  to  refer.  There  the  reader  may  if 
he  pleafes  follow  this  great  wicked  man, 
<c  through  the  more  p leafing  fcenes  of  domeflic 
<c  life ,  and  public  tranquillity We  fhall 
content  ourfelves  in  clofing  this  chapter,  and 
fecond  general  head,  with  a  few  circu radian¬ 
ces  which  happened  in  confequence  of  his 

natural  demife,  Anno  1756. - It  is  pretty 

well  known,  and  has  been  by  us  feverely 
felt,  that  he  w?as  fucceeded  by  Mhirza  Ma - 
hommed  his  adopted  fon  and  grandfon  (who 
affumed  the  title  of* fyirajad  Dowla)  in  the 
government ;  that  after  he  had  quelled  ara 
oppofition  that  was  made  to  his  fucceflion  by 
part  of  his  own  family,  he  directed  his  arms 
againfl  our  fettlements  ;  took,  and  deflroyed 
them.— The  caufes  for  that  invafion  of 
property,  have  been  faithfully  inveftigated 
and  prefented  to  the  public  in  a  fecond  edi¬ 
tion  of  “  India  Trail's, ’’  published  March 
1764.— -This  •  fhort  recapitulation  would 
have  had  no  place  here,  but  to  introduce  a 
circumflance  not  fo  well  known  as  the  fore- 

g(‘ing- 

When  Surajad  Dowla  declared  his  relb- 
lution  to  attack  and  drive  the  Englilh  out 

of 
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of  Bengal^  he  was  oppofed  by  the  affectio¬ 
nate  remonftrances  of  the  deceafed  Aliverdt 

Khans  Begum ,  already  mentioned - with 

every  argument  which  love  and  maternal 
authority  could  devife,  (he  laboured  to 
diffwade  him  from  his  purpofe  ;  but  laboured 
to  no  end  :  for  though  the  young  tyrant  pre- 
ferved  fome  reverence  for  her  perfon,  yet 
her  influence  was  not  great :  but  when  (he 
found  him  deaf  to  her  entreaties,  (he  had 
the  courage  to  tell  him,  u  She  faw  his  own 
$c  fate  was  blended  with,  and  waited  on 
<c  the  deftruCtion  he  was  aiming  to  accom- 
<£  plifh  againfl:  the  Englifh ;  and  that  if  he 
4C  perfifted,  his  rafhnefs  and  injuftice  would 
not  only  be  the  caufe  of  his  own  death, 
but  the  total  ruin  of  his  family.”  Her 
wifdom  and  forefight  was  fo  great  and  ex- 
tenfive,  that  it  was  commonly  faid  by  the 
Ufurper,  u  He  never  knew  her  judgment  or 
4<  predictions  fail.35 

We  hope  to  meet  with  pardon  for  doing 
honour  to  the  character  of  this  extraordinary 
woman  ;  efpeciaily  as  we  thereby  embrace 
a  favourable  opportunity  of  difeharging  the 
tribute  of  fincere  gratitude  particularly  due 
from  us,- — the  author  owing  life  and  liberty 
to  her  humane  and  fueceisful  intercefiion. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  III. 


HAVING  in  the  preceeding  chapter 
fhewn  from  what  caufes,  and  by  what 
gradations  the  provinces  of  Bengal  fell  under 
the  ufurpation  of  Alherdi  Khan  3  our  plan 
leads  us  next  to  convey  a  fummary  account 
of  their  produce  3  the  diviiion  of  their  prind» 
pals  3  diftrids  3  and  towns  3  with  their  fitu- 
ation  refpedting  each  other  3  and  their  com¬ 
monly  eftimated  diflance  from  our  principal 
fettlement  of  Calcutta . 

Geographers  have  diffinguiflied  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces  by  the  title  of  the  rich  Kingdom  of 
Bengal  3  an  epithet  it  highly  merited  when 
eonfidered  in  its  original  ftate  of  opulence 
and  tranquillity  3  in  which  point  of  view  we 
intend  to  exhibit  it  3  for  this  prevalent  rea- 
fon  only  5  that  we  think  it  perfectly  capable 
of  being  re-inftated  and  improved  3  a  cir- 
cumftance  well  worthy  our prefent  knowledge 
and  attention. 

To* 


N 
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To  form  a  juft  eftimate  of  the  value  and 
importance  of  thefe  provinces,  we  muft  con- 
iider  them  at  the  period,  when  they  were 
governed  by  the  younger  princes  of  the 
Blood  Royal  ;  that  is,  fome  years  before 
y^ffter  Kharis  Soubahfhip ;  for  in  his  time 
they  firft  began  to  decline  and  decreafe  in 
their  worth  ;  from  caufes  already  inveftiga- 
ted  in  our  laft  general  head. 

<T  .  t 

From  his  demife,  the  country  for  a  few 
years  recovered,  and  began  to  flourifh,  un¬ 
til  within  two  years  of  the  deceafe  of  Sujah 
Khan  ;  when,  by  the  rapacity  of  Hodjee 
Hamet ,  the  Rajahs  and  Zemindars  were 
again  cruelly  oppreffed  and  plundered ;  and 
were  thereby  difable d  from  makinggood  their 
contradts  to  the  government. — — -Soon  after 
this  period,  commenced  the  ufurpation  of 
Aliverdi  Khan >  that  drew  on  the  Mabarat- 
ior  invafion  ;  which  overwhelmed  the  coun¬ 
try  in  miferies  of  every  kind  for  the  full 
fpace  of  eight  years. 

The  peace  which  the  Ufurper  made  with 
thefe  invaders,  Anno  1750  ;  feemed,  for  four 
or  five  years,  to  promife  the  reftoration  of 
vigour  to  this  haraffed  country :  but  its 
(battered  conftitution  was  fcarcely  beginning 
to  revive,  when  the  rafh  condudt  of  the 

fuc- 
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fucceeding  young  tyrant  reduced  it  again  to 
eminent  peril.  A  juft  vengeance  and  ne- 
ceffity  drew  the  Englifh  arms  again  ft  him 
and  his  country;  which  produced  a  revolu¬ 
tion  fatal  to  himfelf  and  family neceffity 

again,  produced  a  fecond  revolution  - - 

wantonnefs  a  third  ;  and  when  we  fhall  flop* 
time  alone  can  difclofe.— A  few  individuals 
inay  benefit  by  this  fhifting  fyftem ;  but 
total  ruin  to  the  trade  of  the  provinces,  and 
to  the  Company,  mu  ft  manifeftly  in  the  end 
be  the  confequence  of  this  continued  war¬ 
fare,  if  not  timely  prevented  ;  notwithftand- 
ing  the  flattering  fallacious  fuccefs  of  our 
arms. 

/ 

The  foregoing  fhbrt  recapitulation  we 
thought  neceffary,  to  vindicate  our  con  cl  u- 
fion  ;  that  no  perfect  judgment  can  be  made 
of  the  value  of  this  ineftimable  country  from 
any  period  of  time  within  the  la  ft  forty 
years ;  during  which  fpace,  wit  A  few  and 
fhort  interruptions,  it  has  been  involved  in 
war,  and  labored  under  difficulties  that  have 
impaired  its  very  vitals.  Thence,  the  necef- 
fity  of  our  giving  a  picture  of  it  in  a  per¬ 
manent  fettled  government ;  when  the  lands 
’were  permitted  to  yield  their  produce  tin- 
molefted  ;  when  the  manufactures  and  every 
branch  of  trade  flourifhed  ;  and  when  the 
rents,  revenues  and  cuftoms  refuking  from 

N  2  that 
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that  happy  ftate,  prove  it  to  have  been  as 
valuable  a  fpot  as  any  upon  this  globe  ;  if 
not  the  moft  fo. 

To  this  defirable  ftate,  we  repeat*  from  our 
perfect  knowledge  and  experience,  it  is  capa¬ 
ble  of  being  reftored  under  a  proper  govern¬ 
ment  5  if  it  was  not,  our  prefent  labors  were 
vain  ;  and  could  anfwer  no  end  or  purpofe. 
What  effential  end  and  purpofe  they  are 
calculated  to  obtain,  we  fhall  now  venture 
to  open  \  and  as  I  have  no  motive  to  in¬ 
fluence  me  but  fincere  gratitude  to  my  for¬ 
mer  employers,  and  true  love  for  my  coun¬ 
try,  I  truft  my  endeavours  will  meet  with 
candour  and  thanks— at  leaft  from  the  pub¬ 
lic,  if  not  from  that  refpeblable  body  of  men , 
for  whofe  benefit  they  are  more  particularly 
intended. 

Notwithftanding  the  plaufible  face  cf 
fuccefs,  our  affairs  in  Bengal  may  wear  at 
prefent  by  late  advices  from  thence  ;  it  is 
as  demonftrable  as  any  propofition  in  Eu¬ 
clid,  that  they  cannot  produce  the  great 
and  effential  end  aimed  at,  viz.  a  laftine 
peace  and  fettled  government  ;  without 
which,  the  Company  muflr  fink  under  the 
preflure  of  a  long  expenfive  war  5  which 
not  only  fwaliows  up  their  new  acquired 

revenues  $ 
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revenues  ;  but  impedes  and  (hackles  their 
trade  in  every  inftance,  fhape  and  form. 
In  profecution  of  this  war,  the  heads  of 
their  fervants  abroad  are  turned  and  bewil¬ 
dered  ;  and  their  mercantile  bufinefs  (which 
only  can  fupport  the  Company  in  the  end) 
muft  fuffer  under  unavoidable  neglects  and 
abufes.  The  gentlemen  at  home  in  the  di¬ 
rection  of  affairs,  muft  labor  under  heavy  em- 
barraffements  in  conducting  the  two  branches 
of  war  and  trade  ;  either  of  which  would 
fully  employ  their  whole  time  and  atten¬ 
tion. 

A  trading  and  a  fighting  company,  is  a 
two  headed  monfter  in  nature,  that  cannot 
exift  long ;  as  the  expence  and  inexperience 
of  the  latter,  muft  exceed,  confound,  and 
deftroy  every  profit  or  advantage  gained  by 
the  former. — New  temporary  victories,  fti- 
mulate  and  pufh  us  on  to  grafp  at  new  ac- 
quifitions  of  territory ;  thefe  call  for  a  large 
increafe  of  military  force  to  defend  them ; 
and  thus  we  fhall  go  on,  grafping  and  ex¬ 
pending,  until  we  cram  our  hands  fo  full 
that  they  become  cramped  and  numbed  ;  and 
we  fhall  be  obliged  to  quit,  and  relinquifh 
even  that  part,  which  we  might  have  held 
faft;  if  bounds  had  been  fet  to  our  progrefs 

N  3  which 
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which  (upon  the  prefent  fyftem)  we  now 
fee  is  utterly  impoffible s  therefore  a  total 
change  in  our  politics  becomes  indifpenfa- 
bly  neceffary. 

The  gentlemen  in  the  direction  muft 
furely  fee  this  fatal  tendency  of  their  affairs, 
and  muft  tremble  at  it— — but  where’s  the 
remedy  they  will  fay  ?— it  has  been  already 
pointed  out  and  no  regard  paid  to  it — pof- 
fifaly,  though  convinced,  they  want  the  pub¬ 
lic  lanition  to  a  ftep  they  may  think  fo  ex- 

traordinary - -  though  every  day  they  are 

taking  fteps  more  extraordinary?  in  fupport- 
Ing  their  fer.vants  in  a  war  againft  the  Mo¬ 
gul,  his  Vice-Roys,  and  fubjeits,  which  on 
the  prefent  plan  muft  unavoidably  prove 
the  ruin  of  the  company.— We  have  a  con- 
fiderabie  concern  in  this  ftock,  and  therefore 
claim  a  right  to  fpeak — when  private  re- 
monftrances  fail,  public  ones  may  acquire  a 
due  influence. 

t  1 

Why  we  fhould  wantonly  perfift  in  a 
Hate  of  deftrudtive  war,  with  a  Potentate, 
whole  alliance  is  fo  materially  neceffary  to 
us-,*  when  we  have  it  fo  much  in  our  power 
to  make  a  ufeful  friend  of  him  and  his  fuc- 
ceffors  s  is  a  conduit  that  furpaffes  human 

under- 
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underftanding ;  and  yet  that  fuch  has  been 
our  conduct  for  five  years  pail  is  mod  cer¬ 
tain. 

Let  us  have  done  with  this  ringing 

o  o 

changes  upon  Soubahs  ;  there’s  no  end  to 
it.  Let  us  boldly  dare  to  be  Soubah  our - 
fehes ;  our  own  terms  have  been  more  than 
once  offered  to  us  by  the  Emperor ;  why 
fhould  we  longer  hefitate  to  accept  them  ? 
We  have  not  lcrupled  to  feize  and  poffefs 
part  of  his  territory  with  violence  ;  furely 
it  would  be  more  confcientious,  and  more 
confident  with  the  laws  of  nature  and  na¬ 
tions,  to  hold  the  whole  of  thefe  provinces 
under  him,  by  his  own  appointment.— That 
this  would  be  readily  aifented  to  on  his 
part,  if  a  proper  overture  came  from  us,  is 
not  to  be  doubted  :  the  confideration  of  his 
own  great  and  obvious  advantages,  and  the 
peceflities  of  his  fituation  would  leave  him 
po  room  for  choice. 

We  have  already  convinced  him,  we  are 
able,  when  we  have  a  mind  to  fet  our  own 
ruin  and  the  lives  of  our  fellow  fubje&s  at 
nought,  to  hold  this  part  of  his  country  from 
him,  in  fpite  of  his  dronged  efforts  againd 
us :  nay,  poffibly  we  might  retain  it  under 
our  fubjedlion  for  fome  fhort  time  at  lead  $ 

N  4  but 
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but  the  confequence  to  him,  and  us,  is  obvn 
ous :  a  wanton  expence  of  blood  and  trea- 
fure;  while  the  objedt  we  are  contending 
for  is  daily  more  and  more  defolated  by 
this  contention ;  and,  bye  and  bye,  will  not 

be  worth  the  podeffion  of  either- - for 

every  movement  that  does  not  tend  to  a 
lading  and  firm  peace  by  advantaging  both, 
Is  fruitlefs ;  and  can  have  no  permanent  or 
falutary  effedt :  and  mod  fure  it  is,  that  the 
plan  we  have  hitherto  purfued,  and  are  dill 
purfaing,  cannot  accomplish  that  defirable 
iffue* 

It  is  true,  we  have  feen  our  forces  in  the 
Ead,  under  the  condud  of  an  able  and 
adtive  commander,  drive  the  Mogul's  Vice- 
Roys  out  of  the  provinces.  It  is  alfo  true, 
that  we  have  feen  a  fpirited  condudt  and 
bravery  in  the  Mogul’s  troops,  that  ought 
judly  to  drike  us  with  apprehendon  of  fu¬ 
ture  confequences.  The  Rnjjiam  when  firft 
attacked  by  Sweden ,  did  not  poffefs  a  tenth 
part  of  the  courage  and  difcipline  that  thefe 
our  enemies  have  now  acquired  ;  and  yet 
the  event  is  known  to  the  world.— — Let  us 
reafon  upon  very  probable  fuppofitions ;  and 
pot  reft  in  a  too  great  and  flattering  fecuri- 
ty,  at  a  time  when  we  have  the  greateffc 
caufe  to  be  alarmed. 


Suppofe  the  Mogul’s  Vice-Roys  fhould, 
from  experience,  at  laft  evidently  fee  ;  that 
the  only  way  to  conquer  us,  and  render  our 
courage  and  difcipline  of  none  effed,  is  to 
avoid  ever  coming  to  a  ge?ieral  action  with 
us :  with  the  great  fuperiority  of  numbers 
they  will  ever  be  able  to  bring  into  the  field, 
they  may  by  this  precaution  and  dividing 
their  army  (which  confifts  chiefly  of  caval¬ 
ry)  into  fmall  bodies  ;  cut  off  our  provifions 
and  forage ;  beat  up  our  quarters  ;  harrafs 
our  handful  of  men  without  ceafing ;  and 
finally  defiroy  us  without  danger  to  them- 
felves— — and  is  it  improbable  they  (hould  at 
laft  adopt  this  condud  ?  we  pronounce,  no; 
it  is  moft  probable  they  will,  as  the  only 
refource  left  for  them. 

Let  us  again,  fuppofe  a  rupture  with 
France ,  whilft  we  are  engaged  in  this  war 
with  the  Mogul ;  our  preftdency  of  Fort 
William ,  and  our  other  factories  in  a  man¬ 
ner  defer  ted  ;  and  the  chief  ftrength  of  all 
our  fettlements  ading  at  the  diftance  of  ei  ght 
or  nine  hundred  miles  from  the  center  of 

our  poffeflions.- - We  will  not  fuppofe  a 

rupture  with  France  near;  but  let  it  come 
when  it  will,  it  fets  at  nought  the  article 
in  the  laft  treaty  of  peace,  which  gave  us 
an  exclufive  right  to  Bengal ;  and  therefore 

I  ought 
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ought  to  be  attended  to  :  for  it  is  not  to 
be  imagined,  that  they  will  negleft  fo  fa¬ 
vourable  an  occafion  of  attacking  a  fettlement, 
which  conftitutes,  in  the  Eaft,  the  very  ef- 
fence  of  our  being ;  when  they  find  it  left 
defencelefs  by  the  ablence  of  our  troops. 

In  fhort,  every  confineration  calls  aloud 
for  a  period  being  put  to  this  unprofitable, 
and  precarious  war,  by  fome  other  plan  of 
operations;  and  we  affert  none  is  fo  eligible, 
honourable,  qr  pra&icable,  as  that  we  have 
now  hinted  at. — We  have  nibbled  at  thefe 
provinces  for  eight  years  ;  and  notwitbftand- 
ing  an  irnmenfe  acquifition  of  territory  and 
revenue,  what  benefit  has  refulted  rrc-m  our 
fucceffes,  to  the  company  ?  are  their  divi¬ 
dends  raifed  to  the  late  fiandard  of  eight  per 
Cent  ?  no— -it  is  impofiible  they  fhould, 
whilit  this  deftrudiive  expenfive  conteft  ex- 
ifhs — and  iliall  we  thus  go  on,  nibbling  and 
nibb  ing  at  the  bait%  until  the  trap  falls  and 
crufhes us?— but  to  come  more  immediately 
to  the  point. 

Permit  us.  Gentlemen,  mod  humbly  to  ad- 
yife,  that  exprefs  orders  be  lent  without  de¬ 
lay  to  ycur  Prefident  and  Governor  of  Fort 
William  ;  to  make  the  following  overture  of 
peace  to  the  Mogul ;  viz.  “  That  on  con- 

M  dition 


f?  dition  of  his  appointing  and  in  veiling  (tq 
<c  all  intents  and  purpofes)  your  Governor 
«  for  the  time  being,  Soubah  of  the  Pro- 
cf  vinces  of  Bengal \  Bahar .  and  Orijja ;  you 
*5  will  engage  on  your  part,  that  the  fti- 
?<  pulated  fum  of  one  khorore  of  rupees, 

?c  fhall  be  annually  paid  into  the  royal  trea- 
fiC  fury  |  free  of  all  deductions.” 

As  this  fum  nearly  doubles  the  rtipulation 
made  by  the  ufurper  Aliverdz  Khan,  with  the 
Vizir  Munfoor  Alt  Khan ,  Anno  1750,  (a 
tythe  of  which  by  the  bye  was  never  paid) 
and  we  venture  to  fay,  re -doubles  in  one  year , 
any  advantages  the  Emperors  have  received 
from  the^revenues  of  thefe  provinces,  for  the 
fpace  of  forty  years  lajl  pafl ;  we  cannot  en¬ 
tertain  a  doubt  of  his  mod  readily  acceding 
to  the  terms  propofed  ;  as  thereby  he  would 
alfo  fecure  a  powerful  ally,  who  could  be 
occafionally  of  fervice  to  him  on  any  emer¬ 
gency,  in  his  government. 

When  we  are  inverted  with  this  fovereign- 
ty  and  empowered  to  difplay  the  Mogul’s 
royal  ftandard  ;  the  provinces  will  be  ealily 
governed  and  kept  in  fubjedtion,  at  a  lefs  an¬ 
nual  expence  and  force,  than  the  Company 

are  now  from  neceffity  loaded  with - but 

fuppofe  it  double,  the  fake  is  amply  fufii- 
cient,  as  we  fhall  prefen  civ  demonftrate. 

Some 
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Some  narrow  minded  people,  drangers  to 
the  nature  of  the  country  and  government, 
will  dart  ;  and  make  the  greatnefs  of  the  ob¬ 
ject  a  bugbear  to  their  hopes  and  withes — 
Was  it  pofiible,  that  the  Company  could 
unmoleded  enjoy  '  what  they  have  got,  and 
purfue  their  trade  without  interruption  ;  we 
{hould  be  amongft  the  fird  that  might  judly 
exclaim  againft  their  extending  their  views  ; 
-—but,  that  this  was  impracticable,  we  have 
long  forefeen  and  publicly  declared  ; — and 
if  we  think  at  all,  we  mud  now  be  con¬ 
vinced  there  is  no  medium,  or  alternative, 
but  this  5  that  can  be  adopted  with  any 

appearance  of  fecurity  or  permanency - 

aut  Soubab ,  aut  nullus ,  mu  ft  now  be  our 
motto. 

We  cannot  enough  applaud  the  feafonable 
meafure  of  fending  out  Lord  Clive ,  which 
we  edeem  a  happy  event  3  notwithdanding, 
what  could  be  done  upon  the  prefent  plan 

of  politics,  has  been  done  without  him - — 

the  weight  of  his  Lordfhip’s  reputation  and 
experience,  in  thofe  parts,  will  mod  eflen-*- 
tially  promote  this  our  new  plan  :  he  is  the 
bed  qualified  to  negociate  it ;  the  fitted  to 
be  fird  inveded  with  that  high  power  ;  and 
the  mod  capable  of  fixing  and  leaving  it 
ppon  a  folid  balls. —That  thefe  are  our 

real 
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real  fentiments,  flowing  from  a  juft:  regard 
to  his  Lordfhip’s  character,  I  think  the  pub¬ 
lic  will  not  doubt ;  as  they  already  know, 
we  lie  under  no  obligations  to  that  quarter* 
that  might  excite  our  partiality. 

We  are  very  fenfible,  our  rulers  at  home 
do  not  like  to  have  the  affairs  of  the  Com¬ 
pany,  the  fubjedt  of  public  difquifition.  But 
as  they  and  their  affairs,  are  now  truly  be¬ 
come  a  very  important  national  concern; 
and  their  own  inteftine  quarrels  have  given 
a  latitude  to  make  their  condudt  the  fport 
of  every  pen  ;  we  think  there  needs  the  lefs 
apology  for  the  liberty  we  now  take;  as  one 
of  our  chief  motives  is,  to  extricate  them 
from  the  ti’fliculties,  we  imagine  they  muff 
be  plunged  in  at  this  period.  And  no  drown¬ 
ing  man  will  be  angry  at  another,  who 
flretches  out  a  friendly  hand  to  fave  him 
from  finking  ? — -The  pointing  out  a  meafure 
to  them  that  mud,  if  it  takes  place,  in  a 
very  fhort  fpace,  mount  their  flock  in  fub- 
ftantial  real  value  to  five  hundred  ;  will  not 
hurt  them  or  the  proprietors. 

But  it  may  be  afked  us,  if  thefe  only  are 
your  motives,  why  not  intimate  the  meafure 
in  private  to  our  chairman  or  court  of  direc¬ 
tors?  Why  not  communicate  it,  and  en¬ 
force 
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foixe  it,  at  a  quarterly  general  court  ?  Why 
not  call  a  general  court  on  fpecial  matters  ? 
Why  are  our  affairs  and  fchemes  to  be  can- 
vaffed  by  the  public  ?  Have  patience,  my 
friends,  and  we  will  anfwer  thefe  interroga¬ 
tories  by  one  prevalent  reafon  that  deter¬ 
mines  us,  to  adopt  none  of  them . — Private 
intimations  for  public  good ,  leave  the  par¬ 
ties  entrujled ,  at  large  ;  and  without  public 
check,  to  concur  with,  or  rejedl  and  lay 
afide,  the  means  propofed  ;  as  caprice,  want 
of  comprehenfion,  particular  private  views* 
or  divided  counfels,  may  chance  to  influ¬ 
ence  -—-but  when  publicly  made ,  they  then 
become  accountable  to  the  world. — —In  af- 
iigning  this  reafon,  we  muft  not  be  thought 
to  infinuate  any  doubt,  injurious  to  the  ho¬ 
nour  and  integrity  of  the  prefent  Chairman* 
or  prefent  court  of  Directors ,  whom,  from 
the  fincerity  of  our  heart,  we  believe  as 
much  attached  to  the  true  in tereft  of  the 
Eajl:  India  Company,  as  any  fett  of  gentle¬ 
men  who  ever  fat  at  that  board. 

/ 

Our  wifh  is,  to  promote  the  well  being 
of  the  Eajl  India  Company  *  and  not  in¬ 
tentionally  to  give  offence  to  any;  and  if 
our  propofed  plan  meets  not  the  approba¬ 
tion  and  concurrence  of  thofe  who  will 
mofi  benefit  by  the  event,  we  can  only  la¬ 
ment 
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ment  their  lofs  and  our  own.— It  appears 
by  a  correfpondence  laid  before  the  public* 
laft  year,  that  we  urged  the  neceffity  of  this 
meafure  in  the  year  1760;  Glorious!  would 
have  been  the  iffue  for  the  company*  had  it 
been  then  carried  into  execution  ;  and  happy 
for  many  unfortunate  individuals,  who  fince 
perifhed  by  a  contrary  fyftem  of  politics  !— 
There  would  then  have  been  no  call  or  ne¬ 
ceffity  for  this  Nabob-changing  fcheme ; 
the  provinces  would  have  been  eftablifhed 
in  peace  ;  and  war,  revolutions,  murders, 

and  maffiacres,  without  a  being - however, 

from  a  thorough  convi&ion  we  fay,  it  is  not 
now  too  late  to  regain  the  happy  opportu-* 
nity  we  then  loft :  nay,  fubfequent  events, 
rather  encourage  and  afford  a  more  favor¬ 
able  afpecr;  as  things  may  be  accompliffied 
now  under  lefs  difficulties,  than  we  fhould 
at  that  period  have  had  to  encounter  and 
ftruggle  with. — In  this  confidence  we  fhall 
proceed,  and  by  a  rough  fketch  of  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  revenues,  Chow  the  vaft  flake  we 
throw  for.  If  we  win,  the  gain  will  be  im- 
xnenfe :  if  we  fail  in  the  attempt,  we  are  but 
where  we  were  and  at  the  word,  fhall 
have  it  in  our  power  to  refume  our  old  Dog 
Drot  policy  again. 


(  J92  ) 

At  Natoor ,  about  ten  days  travel  North-* 
Baft  of  Calcutta ,  refides  the  family  of  the 
moft  ancient  ^nd  opulent  of  the  Hindoo 
Princes  of  Bengali ;  Rajah  Rhaam  Khaunt ; 
of  the  race  of  Bramins  who  deceafed  in 
the  year  1748,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his 
wife,  a  Princefs  named  Bowanny  Rhaanee ; 
whofe  Dewran,  or  Minifter,  was  Diaram 
of  the  Tdeely  caft,  or  Tribe.  They  poflefs 
a  tra£t  of  country  of  about  thirty-five  days 
ftavel  *  ;  and  under  a  fettled  government, 
their  ftipulated  annual  rents  to  the  crown 

were  feventy  lac  of  Sicca  rupees, - the 

real  revenues,  about  one  khorore  and  an 
half 

The  chief  towns  of  thefe  difcidts  are 
Malda ,  Hurrial ,  Seerpore ,  Balekoofhy ,  and 
Cogmarry  ;  all  feparately  famous  for  manu¬ 
facturing  the  following  fpecies  of  piece 
goods,  viz.  for  the  Europe  markets,  colfacs, 
elatches,  hummums,  chowtahs,  ootally  foo- 

lies,  feerfuchers  and  raw-filk : - for  the 

markets  of  Bujjorah ,  Mocha , .  Judda ,  Pegu , 

*  The  Gentoos  eftimate  diftances  by  corfes,  but  more 
commonly  by  a  day’s  journey,  which  they  reckon  five 
$orfe,  but  as  the  corfe  varies  in  different  diftridfs,  froixi 
one  and  a  half  to  two  and  a  half  miles  Englljh ,  we  take 
ibe  medium  days  travel  at  ten  Englijh  miles. 

Acheen 
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Acheen  and  Malacca ,  the  different  forts  of 
coffa's,  haftas,  fannoofe/  mulmulls,  tanjebs* 
ordinary  kenchees,  &c.  &c. 

This  country  produces  alfo,  copofs,  or 
Bengal  cotton,  with  which  the  above  fort- 
ments  of  goods  are  in  part  manufactured ; 
but  the  produce  does  not  bear  any  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  confumption,  fo  that  they  are 
indebted  to  foreign  markets  for  this  article ; 
and  chiefly  to  the  . port  of  Surat* 

The  towns  of  Bowangungey  Siebgunge , 
Sorupgunge ,  and  Jummaalgunge ,  are  ail  fa¬ 
mous  markets  for  grain ;  as  their  names 

imply  ^ 

Contiguous  to  this  laft  mentioned  diff 
triCt,  but  ftill  more  to  the  North-Eaft,  lie 
the  lands  of  Rajah  Praunaut  of  the  Koyt, 
or  Scribe  Caft.  His  diftriCt  extends  about 
fifty  days  travel  ;  confifs  moftly  of  low¬ 
lands;  and  is  in  great  part  annually  over¬ 
flowed.  His  ftipulated  yearly  payment  is 
twenty  lac  ;  the  real  produce  of  his  revenue, 
from  fixty  to  feventy— the  chief  produds  pi 
his  country  are  grain,  oil*  and  ghee,  (an 
article  much  ufed  in  Indian  cookery)  it  like- 
wife  yields  feme  fpecies  of  piece  goods  and 

*  The  meaning  of  Gunge  being  a  grain  market, 

O  raw 
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raw  filk  ;  alfo  foole  fugar,  lump  jaggre, 
ginger,  long  pepper,  and  piply mol-— articles 
that  ufualiy  compofe  the  gruff  cargoes  of  our 
outward  bound  fliipping. 

The  principal  towns  of  this  diftridt,  are 
Rung  fore ,  Go  crag  at ;  and  Santoje  Bud  dual, 
the  capital  re  'id t nee  of  the  head  of  this  fa¬ 
mily  :  from  thefe  Arungs ,  the  Eaji  Lidia 
companies  are  fupplied  with  fannoos,  mul- 
rnulls,  tanjebs  and  raw-filk. 

The  great  market  of  Bugwan  Gola  is 
fupplied  from  this  diftridb,  with  the  three 
important  articles  of  grain,  oil,  and  ghee  : — 
and  now  we  have  occafion  to  mention  this 
mart,  it  is  not  foreign  to  our  ^'purpofe  to 
dwell  a  little  longer  on  it — — it  is  fituate  on 
the  Ganges^  about  a  day  and  a  half  North  from 
Morjhadahad  ;  and  two  days  South  Eafterly 
of  Rajamhol ;  and  is  the  greateft  market  for 
the  above-mentioned  articles  in  Indojian,  or 
poffihly  in  the  known  worid.  The  cuftoms 
on  grain  only,  amount  to  three  lac  of  rupees 
per  Annum — •  all  the  cuftoms  and  duties  of 
Bugwan  Gola ,  rank  in  the  lift  of  revenues, 
under  the  head  of  Kho/s  Mfal,  that  is,  duties 
which  are  kept  in  the  government’s  hands; 
and  not  farmed  out. 


This 


*  Gola  fignifies  a  granary. 


(  595  ) 

This  place  is  defended  on  the  land  fide  by 
a  ditch  and  pallifadoes ;  and  is  always,  in 
troubkfome  times,  garrifoned  by  a  thoufand 
horfe  and  a  thoufand  foot.™— — In  the  year 
174?,  it  was  four  times  attacked  by  the  Ma~ 
bar  at  tors,  under  Bojcbar  Pundit  and  AH  beg > 
who  were  as  often  repulfed— It  is  a  place  of 
fuch  importance  to  the  Soubah,  that  the 
command  of  the  garrifon  is  always  bellowed 
on  the  moil  experienced  and  trull  worthy 
officer  he  has  in  his  fervice  :  the  whole  of 
its  revenues  being  ufually  valued,  in  peace¬ 
able  times,  at  thirty  lac  per  Annum .  In  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1750,  it  was  again 
attacked  by  the  Maharattors  $  taken  and 
plundered  of  an  immenfe  booty. 


North- Weft  of  Port  William ,  and  about 
three  days  and  a  half  sdiftant,  lie  the  lands 
of  Rojab  Tilhick  Chund ,  extending  twelve 
days  travel.  The  ftipulated  rents  of  thefe 
lands  are  thirty-two  lac  per  Annum ;  but 
their  real  produce  and  value,  from  eighty 
lac  to  one  khorore.  This  is  the  principal 
of  the  three  diftri&s,  ceded  in  perpetuity  to 
the  company,  by  the  treaty  with  Cojjim  Ali 
Khan ,  in  the  year  1760. 

The  principal  towns  of  this  di drift  are 
Burdwan ,  Kirpy ,  Radnagore >  Dewangunge 

O  2  '  and 


and  Ballikijfagur ;  thefe  fupply  the  Eaft  In¬ 
dia  companies  with  the  following  fortments 
of  piece  goods,  viz.  doorcas,  terrandams, 
dittanies,  foofies,  foot  romaals,  gurras,  fef* 
terfoys,  fanton  coupees,  cherriderries,  chilys, 
cuftas  and  doofoota’s.  The  capital,  Burd- 
wan ,  may  be  properly  called  the  center  of 
the  trade  of  the  provinces.  In  tranquil 
times,  this  place  afforded  an  annual  large 
vend  for  the  valuable  ftaples  of  lead,  cop¬ 
per,  broad  cloth,  tin,  pepper,  and  toota- 
nague.  The  Puggiah  merchants  from  De/hy 
and  Agra ,  reforted  yearly  to  this  great 
mart ;  and  would  again,  if  peace  was  eftab- 
li (lied  in  the  country  :* — — they  purchafed 
the  above  ftaples,  either  without  mo^iey;  or 
in  barter  for  opium,  tinea],  fait  <-petre  and 
horfes. 

This  diftriCt  produces  raw-filk  and  co- 
pofs,  fufficient  only  for  manufacturing  their 
foofies,  cuttanees  and  gurras. — The  leffer 
towns  manufacture  other  inferior  fortments 

of  cloth,  as  feerbunds,  gollabunds,  &c. - 

it  produces  grain,  equal  to  the  confumption 
of  the  people  only, 

/  •< 

Burdumaan  (the  proper  name  of  the  dis¬ 
trict)  is  high  j  better  peopled,  and  better 
cultivated  than  any  part  of  the  three  pro¬ 
vinces* 
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vinces.  Bleffings !  that  caufed  it  every  year, 
more  particularly,  to  become  a  prey  to  the 
Maharattors  $  as  before  recited. 

The  family  of  this  Rajah  farmed  lands 
to  the  amount  of  four  lac  per  Annum ,  con¬ 
tiguous  to  the  bounds  of  Calcutta *  and  had 
a  palace  at  Be  a  Hah ,  about  feven  miles  South 
of  it— the  fort  of  Buzbudjee ,  on  the  Ganges , 
was  alfo  their  property. 

■(  _  ' 

To  the  Weft  of  Bnrdwan ,  fomething 
Northerly,  lie  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
family  of  Rajah  Gopaul  Sing ,  of  the  Raaz- 
poot  Bramm  tribe.  They  poflefs  an  extent  of 
fi.xteen  dlv s  travel ;  this  diftridt  produces  an 
annual  revenue  of  between  thirty  and  forty 
lac  ;  but  from  the  happinefs  of  their  fitua- 
tion,  he  is  perhaps  the  moft  independant 
Rajah  of  In  doji  an  $  having  it  always  in  his 
power  to  overflow  his  country,  and  drown 
any  enemy  that  comes  againft  him :  as 
happened  at  the  beginning  of  Sonjab  Khans 
government ;  who  fent  a  ftrong  body  of 
horfe  to  reduce  him:  thefe  he  fuffered  to 
advance  far  into  his  country  ;  then  opening 
the  dams  of  the  rivers  he  deftroyed  them  to 
a  man.  This  a&ion  difeouraged  any  fiibfe- 
quent  attempts  to  reduce  him — — but  if  the 
frontiers  of  the  d i It ri eft  were  fo  invefted,  as 
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to  prevent  the  exit  of  the  merchandize  of  his 
country,  which  might  eaiily  be  done ;  he 
would  be  prefently  brought  to  obedience  ; 
and  would  be  glad  to  compound  for  a  tri¬ 
bute  of  t  wenty  lac  per  Annum .  As  it  is  ;  he 
can  hardly  be  laid  to  acknowledge  any 
allegiance  to  the  Mogul  or  Soubah ;  fome 
years  deigning  to  fend  to  him  an  acknow¬ 
ledgement,  by  way  of  falaamy  (or  prefect) 
of  i  5,000  rupees  ;  fometimes  20,000  ;  and 
fome  years  not  any  thing  at  all ;  as  he  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  difpoled. 

But  in  truth,  it  would  be  a! mod  cruelty 
to  moled  thefe  happy  peop'e  ;  for  in  this 
di dried,  are  the  only  vediges  of  the  beauty, 
purity,  piety,  regularity,  equity  and  drift- 
nefs  of  the  ancient  Indoftan  government. 
Here  the  property,  as  well  as  the  liberty  of 
the  people,  are  inviolate.  Here,  no  robberies 
are  heard  of,  either  private  or  public :  the 
traveller,  either  with,  or  without  merchan¬ 
dize,  on  his  entering  this  dili rift s  becomes 
the  immediate  care  of  the  government; 
which  allots  him  guards  without  any  ex¬ 
pence,  to  conduft  him  from  dage  to  dage  : 
and  thefe  are  accountable  for  the  fafety  and 
accommodation  of  his  perfon  and  effefts.— - 
At  the  end  of  the  fird  dage,  he  is  delivered 
over,  with  certain  benevolent  formalities,  to 
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the  guards  of  the  next ;  who  after  interro¬ 
gating  the  traveller,  as  to  the  ufage  he  had 
received  in  his  journey,  difmils  the  fir  ft 
guard  with  a  written  certificate  of  their 
behaviour,  and  a  receipt  for  the  traveller 
and  his  effe&s :  which  certificate  or  receipt 
are  returnable  to  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  firft  ftage  ;  who  regiilers  the  fame,  and 
regularly  reports  it  to  the  Rajah. 

In  this  form,  the  traveller  is  palled  through 
the  country  ;  and  if  he  only  faffes,  he  is  not 
fuffered  to  be  at  any  expence  lor  food,  ac¬ 
commodation,  or  carriage  for  hi  merchan¬ 
dize  or  baggage.  But  it  is  otherwise,  ir  he 
is  permitted  to  make  any  refidence  in  one 
place  above  three  days ;  unlefs  occafioned 
by  ficknefs,  or  any  unavoidable  accident.— 
If  any  thing  is  loft  in  this  diftridt ;  for  in- 
ftance,  a  bag  of  money  or  other  valuable ; 
the  perfon  who  finds  it,  hangs  it  upon  the 
next  tree,  and  gives  notice  to  the  neareft 
Chowkey  or  place  of  guard  ;  the  officer  of 
which,  orders  immediate  publication  of  the 
fame  by  beat  of  tomtom,  or  drum. 

There  are  in  this  precindt,  no  lefs  than 
three  hundred  and  fixty  confiocrabie  Pago¬ 
da’s  or  places  of  public  worfh'ip  ;  erected 
by  this  Rajah  and  his  anceltors.—^ — The 
worfhip  of  the  cow  is  here  carried  to  fo 

O  4  great 
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great  an  extreme  ;  that  if  that  animal  meets 
with  a  violent  death,  the  city,  or  village, 
to  which  it  belonged,  goes  into  a  general 
mourning  and  faft,  for  three  days ;  and  all 
are  obliged,  from  the  Rajah  to  the  meaneft 
of  the  people,  to  remain  on  the  fpot,  where 
they  flrft  heard  the  publication  of  the  ac¬ 
cident  ;  and  are  employed,  during  thatfpace, 
in  performing  various  expiations,  as  dired- 
ed  in  the  Shajlah.  But  more  of  this  under 
a  fubfequent  general  head. 

Bifnapore ,  the  capital,  and  chief  refidence 
of  the  Rajah,  and  which  gives  a  name  to  the 
whole  diftrid,  is  alfo  the  chief  feat  of  trade. 
The  produce  of  the  country  confift  of  fhaal 
timbers  (a  wood  equal  in  qualify  to  the  beft 
of  our  oak)  dammer  lacca’s,  an  inferior  fort- 

ment  of  raw-filk - -and  copofs  and  grain, 

fufficient  only  for  their  consumption  :  it  is 
from  this  diftrid  that  the  Eajl  India  Com¬ 
panies  are  chiefly  fupplied  with  the  article  of 
fhell  lacca. 

North-Weft  of  Bifnapore ,  contiguous 
lie  the  territories  of  Buddeir  Jamma  Khan , 
fbn  and  fucceflor  to  Aftoola  Khan ,  a  Mogul, 

and  Prince  of  Bierboheen - How  this 

Mahommedan  family,  originally  crept  in 
among  the  Hindoo  Rajahs>  we  never  could 

learn 
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learn  with  any  precirton ;  but  think  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  it's  importance  to  the  Mogul 
government ;  as  being  the  pafs  into  Bengal \ 
from  which  moft  danger  of  invaders  was 
to  be  apprehended ;  and  therefore  the  Em¬ 
peror  judged  it  expedient  to  have  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  this  pafs  in  the  hands  of  a  Mahom- 
med  m  Prince  :  the  conquered  Rajahs  not 
being  deemed  truft  worthy. 

The  lands  formerly  po defied  by  this  fa¬ 
mily,  equalled  in  extent  thofe  of  Bifnapore ; 
and  yielded  nearly  the  fame  articles  of  mer¬ 
chandize,  and  about  the  fame  revenue : 
but  as  foon  as  Aliverdi  Khan  ufurped  the 
government  of  the  Soubahfhip,  he  diverted 
th  is  Rajah  (for  fo  he  is  commonly  called) 
of  a  great  part  of  his  country,  and  other- 
ways  opprefled  him  ;  which  he  had  after¬ 
wards  caufe  to  repent,  as  we  have  before 
fhewn,  but  notwithftanding  that,  he  remain¬ 
ed  taxed  at  ten  lac  per  Annum . 

The  fertile  part  of  his  country  is  in 
the  center  of  the  Bierboheen  mountains. 
His  chief  refidence  is  the  fortrefs  of  Nagar ; 
and  his  principal  town  of  trade,  is  Ilium - 
buzar ;  from  whence  the  Eajl  India  Com¬ 
panies  ufually  had  the  greateft  part  of  their 
gurras  provided  :  hut  the  Maharattor  inva- 

rton 
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fion  occafioned,  in  a  great  meafure,  this 
branch  of  trade  to  be  transferred  to  the  town 

of  Cutwah , 

North  Eaft  of  Calcutta ,  diftant  about 
three  days  journey,  lies  Kijfnagur ;  the  fort 
and  capital  of  Rajah  Kijfen  Chund.  He  pof- 
feffes  a  trad:  of  country  of  about  twelve 
days  journey;  and  is  taxed  at  nine  Lac  per 
annum ;  though  his  revenues  exceed  twenty 
five  Lac.  His  principal  towns  are  Santipore , 
Nuddeah ,  Bouren ,  &c.  where  mullmulls,  cof- 
faes,  and  cotton  yarn  are  manufadured  for 
the  Europe  markets  :  the  country  produces 
copofs  and  grain,  but  not  fufficient  for  ex¬ 
portation.  * 

The  revenues  of  the  city  of  Dacca  (once 
the  capital  of  Bengal)  at  a  low  eftimation, 
amount  annually  to  two  Khorore ;  proced- 
ing  from  cuftoms  and  duties  levied  on  cloths, 
grain,  oil,  ghee,  beetlenut,  chank-metals,  fait, 
and  tobacco,  &c. 

The  foregoing  inftances  of  the  value  of 
the  lands,  in  the  province  of  Bengal  only, 
held  by  the  R  jahs,  (hall  fuffice  ;  without 
our  particularifing  thofe  held  by  the  Ze?nin~ 
dars ,  fcattered  through  the  province  :  iome 
of  whom  are  very  confiderable  land-holders. 

Thefe 
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Thefe  are  generally  taxed  nearer  the  real  va¬ 
lue  of  their  lands,  than  thofe  which  are  held 
by  the  Rajahs. 

Time  preffes,  and  will  not  permit  us  to 
enter  minutely  into  a  detail  of  the  other 
branches  of  the  revenues  of  this  opulent 
country,  in  times  of  fettled  peace ;  a  bare 
mention  of  the  principal  remaining  fources 
will  fully  and  amply  juftify  the  point  we  aim 
at,  and  (hew  the  vaft  importance  of  the  ftake 
we  are  pulhing  for. 

■ft 

Under  this  head  are  the  revenues  of  the 
city  of  Patna ,  and  thofe  of  the  province  of 
Bahar — the  government  of  Purnea ,  a  rich 
Nabobjhip — -the  revenues  of  the  capital  of 
MorJJjadabad ;  the  city  of  Rajahmhol ;  the 
towns  and  diftrids  of  CoJJimbnzar ,  Cutwah , 
Merc  ha,  Buxbunder,  Azimgunge ,  Jilingbeey 
Baaker  Gungey  Rajapore ;  feveral  petty  Na- 
bobfhips  and  Fowfdaarys ,  &c.  &c.  &c.— - 
the  governments  and  diftrids  of  Midnapore , 
and  Chitygongh ,  already  ceded  to  us  by  the 
treaty  of  176c— and  the  Purgunnahs  ceded 
by  the  treaty  1757,  all  held  by  a  moft  pre¬ 
carious  tenure,  vvhilft  this  war  with  the  go¬ 
vernment  fubfifts. 

We  make  no  account  of  the  province  of 
OriJJ'ay  ufuaily  eftimated  at  one  Khorore 

2  and 
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and  a  half,  becaufe  it  is  a  moot  point,  whe¬ 
ther  the  Emperor  will  engage  in  any  equi¬ 
valent  plan  of  fadsfadtion  for  the  Maharat- 
tors  evacuating  it.  Be  this  as  it  may,  if  our 
general  fcheme  fucceeds,  it  would  be  worth 
our  while  to  attempt  the  getting  rid  of  them 
by  fair  means,  as  this  province  is  greatly 
improvable,  and  conftitutes  a  neceffary  fron¬ 
tier  barrier  to  Bengal  on  the  South.  We 
fay  nothing  neither  of  the  Jagghier  lands, 
which  are  not  taken  into  our  eftimate, 
though  thefe  are  objedts  may  be  worth  a 
future  confideration. 

To  fum  up  the  whole,  we  venture  to 
flake  our  credit  and  veracity  on  the  affer- 
tion,  that  the  two  provinces  of'  Bengal  and 
Bahar,  will  fully  yield  a  revenue  of  eleven 
Khorore  per  annum ,  or  13,750,000  pounds 
fterling — if  it  yields  this  under  a  defpotic 
and  tyrannic  government,  in  times  of  peace 
and  currency  of  trade,  what  may  we  not 
more  expedt  from  it’s  improvements,  under 
a  mild  and  Britifh  one  ' We  beg  leave  to 
repeat,  by  way  of  conciufion,  that 

If  we  fhould  fucceed  in  the  attempt, 
great  and  glorious  will  be  the  Britifh  name 
in  thofe  parts ;  and  immenfe  the  gain  to  the 
company  and  nation— if  we  fail— nothing 

remains, 
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remains,  but  to  obtain  a  {ailing  peace  on  al- 
mod  any  terms — for  if  this  war  continues 
much  longer,  on  the  prefent  ineffectual  and 
expenlive  footing,  the  company,  as  a  com¬ 
pany,  cannot  poffibly  fupport  it ;  and  there¬ 
fore  they  mull  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity  of 
applying  to  our  own  government,  for  more 
powerful  and  potent  aids  then  they  hither¬ 
to  have  been  indulged  and  favored  with  ; 
though  this  has,  we  confefs,  been  pretty  con - 
Jiderable  already .  What  right  we  have  (I 
fpeak  as  a  proprietor)  to  claim  or  expedt 
more — we  leave  to  be  refolved  by  our  ho¬ 
norable  rulers* 

With  the  above  obvious  conclufion,  we 
clofe  this  our  third  general  head,  and  firjl 
part  of  our  work  ;  and  ihail  proceed  to  the 
difcuffion  of  our  remaining  five  general 
heads,  in  a  fecond  part,  as  fpeedily  as  leifure 
and  opportunity  will  permit. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Having  received  intimation  that  a  cer» 
tain  party  intended  again  to  make  application 
to  parliament,  for  an  ait  to  lay  the  fplitting 
.of  Eaft  India  flock  under  lame  reflridfions ; 
and  having  ferioufly  coniidered  this  fubjedt 
in,  we  think,  a  new  point  of  view  ;  *  we 

beg 
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beg  leave  to  be  heard  a  few  words  rela¬ 
tive  to  this  matter  ;  and  a  few  more*  touch¬ 
ing  the  prefent  mode  of  governing  this  com¬ 
ply* 

It  is  extraordinary  that  in  the  courfe  of 
fo  much  altercation  before  the  general  elec¬ 
tion,  laft  year,  on  the  propriety  or  impro¬ 
priety  of  fplitting  flock ;  two  obvious  confi- 
derations  fhould  not  (as  we  remember)  have 
been  ever  urged  in  defence  of  this  practice  : 
which,  if  duly  weighed,  we  humbly  ima¬ 
gine  would  determine  parliament  to  dif- 
countenance,  and  throw  out,  any  bill  brought 
before  them  for  the  above-mentioned  pur- 

That  both  parties,  in  the  laft  year’s  direc¬ 
tion,  benefited  themfelves  by  this  practice* 
is  inconteflable ;  notwithflanding  the  bold 
affertion  and  fallacious  reafoning  on  one  fide  j 
and  the  unmafked  hypocrify  of  their  cham¬ 
pion  Verax . 

It  was  afferted,  u  that  neither  the  flock- 

holder  could  fplit  nor  transfer,  nor  the 
“  transfer  accept  and  vote,  confiflently 
<£  with  a  good  confcience  as  a  chriflian,  or 
<c  an  honefl  man.”* — To  examine  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  this  heavy  charge,  let  us  confider 

the 
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the  fituation  of  every  Eaft  India  proprietor  on 
the  common  plan  of  voting,  at  general  courts 
or  general  elections. 

The  proprietor  who  holds  50,000/.  ori¬ 
ginal  ftock,  and  he  who  holds  500/.  are* 
touching  the  government  of  this  company, 
upon  an  equal  footing.  Strange  !  that  a  re¬ 
gulation  fo  repugnant  to  equity  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  things,  fhould  have  fo  long  fubftfted 
without  amendment,, 

The  attachment  and  attention ,  which  every 
individual  owes  to  the  particular  communi¬ 
ty  he  belongs  to,  will,  nay,  muft  be  in 
proportion  to  the  fpecific  concern  and  pari 
he  holds  therein  :  therefore  the  proprie¬ 
tor  who  holds  only  500/.  ftock*  will  be 
lefs  attached  and  attentive,  and  more  liable 
to  be  fwayed  and  influenced  to  join  in  bad 
meafures  with  defigning  men,  than  the 
proprietor  who  holds  50,000  A  ftock.— 
Therefore  whilft  this  inconfiftent  regula¬ 
tion  fubfifts,  and  the  letter  of  it  is  ffridtly 
adhered  to,  what  remedy  or  means  has  the 
proprietor  of  80,000  A  ftock,  to  obtain  an 
influence  in  the  government  of  this  com¬ 
pany  on  any  critical  emergency  in  their 
affairs,  adequate  to  his  concern  and  rifque , 
but  this  very  method  of  fplitting  and  divid- 


(  <208  ) 

mg  his  flock  ?  consequently,  every  attempt 
to  deprive  him  of  this  only  refource  is, 
beyond  doubt,  moil  unjuft ;  and  may  tend' 
to  the  deftrudtion  of  the  company,  if  they 
fhould  ever  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  de¬ 
ft  gn  g,  felf-interefted,  and  wicked  fet  of 
directors. 

To  refute  the  charge  of  difhonefty  in  the 
adtion  itfelf,  we  need  only  conftder  it  in 
comparifon  with  a  tranfadtion  much  more 
common  ;  yet,  we  conceive,  ftrkftlv  fimilar 
to  it, 

A.  borrows  500  /.  of  B.  on  note  of  hand 
payable  in  any  fiipnlated  time  3  —  will  any 
man  be  hardy  enough  to  fav,  that  this 
money  is  not  the  property  of  A.  to  all  in¬ 
tents  and  purpofes,  during  the  time  of  poffef- 
iion  ? — and  could  not  A.  confcientioufly  and 

honeftly  fwear  it  was  fo  ? - where  then  is 

the  effential  difference  between  borrowing 
500  /.  cafti,  or  500  /.  ftock  ? — Verax  will 
tell  you  (though  he  laughs  in  his  fleeve  at 
the  fame  time)  <c  that  A.  borrows  the 
u  500  /.  cafh  to  convert  it  to  his  own  pri- 
<c  vate  occaftons  :  but  that  the  ftock  lent 
“  and  transferred  to  A.  is  the  confequence  of 
<c  a  private  compadt  and  collufion  between 
<c  A.  and  B.  to  enable  and  qualify  A.  to 
4  “  vote 
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C£'  vote  on  that  fide  of  the  qu  eft  ion  A.  is  to 

point  out  to  him.” - —Be  it  fo  — yet  the 

moment  B.  transfers,  and  A.  accepts,  this 
individual  500/.  dock  becomes  the  property 
of  A.  it  has  every  eflential  of  property,  that 
property  can  have  annexed  to  it — — -he  can 
fell,  difpofe  of,  give  it  away,  and  expend  it 
in  any  manner  he  pleafes  j  and  though  he 
determines  to  hold  it,  yet  it  remains  totally 
in  his  own  bread:  on  which  fide  he  will  be™ 
flow  his  vote,  (as  a  certain  party  we  believe 
found  the  lad  election,  to  their  great  dif- 
appointment  and  difgrace.)- — —Verax  will 
again  tell  you,  there  is  a  counter  obliga¬ 
tion  for  A’s  replacing  this  individual  dock. 
-—In  like  manner  A.  is  obliged  to  repay  his 
500/.  cadi and  take  up  his  note  5  if  in 
'either  cafe  he  tails,  B.  has  his  remedy  at  law 
—but  A.  may  mod  trueiy  fwear  either  to  be 
bona  fide  his  property,  whild  they  continue 
in  his  poffefilcn  $  tho5  he  is  accountable  in 
the  one  cafe  for  payment,  and  the  other  for 
replacing. 


Touching  the  mode  of  governing  this 
company,  we  beg  'leave  to  fay,  it  never 
was,  nor  ever  can  be  well  governed  on  it's 
prefect  inditutioft. -—Would  you  have  your 
court  of  directors  re.fpedtable  ?  reduce  their 
number  to  fourteen  ;  raife  the  qualification 

P  fc  r 
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fora  diredor  to  10,000/.  original  flock; 
and  their  falaries  to  bool,  per  annum.  On 
this  plan,  the  diredion  of  your  affairs  would 
become  an  objed  worthy  of  being  courted 
by  men  of  the  mofl  diftinguifhed  charaders, 
abilities,  and  property:  which  the  prefent  great 
importance  of  this  company  loudly  calls  to  be 
at  their  head — men  who  would  not  be 
fhackled  by  their  neceflary  attention  to  their 
own  little  concerns ;  and  thereby,  obliged  to 
abandon  thofe  of  the  company  to  the  con- 
dud  and  difpofal  of  one,  two,  or  three  mem¬ 
bers  of  their  body;  which  unhappily  has 
been  the  fate  of  this  company  from  it’s  firft 
inflitution. 


SUP, 


S  U  P  P  L  E  M  E  N  T. 


To  HENRY  CRABB  BOULTON,  Efqj 

CHAIRMAN, 

AND  THE  REST  OF  THE  GENTLEMEN 

At  prefen t  in  the  Direction  of  the  Affairs  of  thac 

Raft -India  Company. 


Gentlemen, 

rip  HE  many  years  I  reficSed  in  India  %  the 

j[  many  ofirCes  I  bore  in  the  Company's  ferr 
Vice  |  the  natural  bent  of  my  genius  to  observa¬ 
tion  and  inquiry,  and  the  various  occafions  that 
called  forth  a  particular  exertion  of  ir,  with  the 
fruits  of  all  thofe  taken  together,  having  been, 
in  every  interval  of  leifure  and  retirement,  the 
(object  of  much  meditation  and  recollection  I 
have  been  induced  to  give  to  the  Public  my  • 
thoughts  on  the  affairs  of  that  Country  in  gene* 
ral,  and  of  Bengali  (with  which  I  am  beft  ac¬ 
quainted)  in  particular.  My  intention  was  furely 
laudable  from  its  utility  to  you,  to  your  Confti- 
tuents,  and  my  country  •,  I  fay,  for  this  reafon 
my  intention  was  laudable,  whatever  defeats 
might  be  in  the  execution. 
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I  was  very  confcious  of  the  difficulty  of  the 
undertaking,  and  not  lefs  fo,  that  there  were 
many  gentlemen,  who  had  merited  and  raifed  to 
themfelves  both  honours  and  fortunes  in  the  fer- 
vice,  more  able  to  have  performed  fuch  a  talk. 
Yet  feeing  their  negledb,  and  well  knowing  that 
the  greateft  capacity,  the  mod  unwearied  dili¬ 
gence  in  a  Board  of  Directors,  could  never  fup- 
p!y  them  with  thofe  lights,  which  experience  on¬ 
ly  can  furnifh,  or  Open  to  them  the  large  and 
extenfive  views  fo  rtquifire  to  perfons  in  their  Ra¬ 
tion ;  I  judged  it  expedient,  or  rather  a  duty  in¬ 
cumbent  on  me,  to  make  an  offering  to  you  and- 
the  Public  of  that  knowledge,  which  with  un* 
ceafing  diligence  I  had  laboured  to  obtain,  and 
not  fuffer  it  ro  become  altogether  ufelefs,  by  be¬ 
ing  buried  in  oblivion  :  More  efpecially,  as  the 
critical  conjuncture  of  your  affairs  in  India  Teem¬ 
ed  to  call  aloud  for  every  affidance  of  the  kind* 
for  the  better  information  of  you.  Gentlemen, 
who  are  intruded  with  the  intereds  of  the  whole 
body  of  the  Proprietors  ^  and  not  of  them  only, 
but  alfo  with  the  intered  the  Nation  in  general 
has,  and  mud  always  have,  in  her  commerce  to 
the  Eaft- Indies. 

Thefe  and  thcfe  only  were  my  motives  to  the 
work  I  publifhed  in  Auguft  lad.  I  leave  you  to 
judge.  Gentlemen,  how  great  my  furprize  and 
chagrin  at  being  informed  it  has  been  privately 
infinuated  to  you  (and  probably  feme  of  your 
opinions  influenced  to  believe)  that  in  the  edi- 
mate  I  have  there  given,  the  value  of  the  rich 
provi  nces  o %  Bengali,  is  highly  exaggerated  and 
much  beyond  the  truth. 

Although 
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Although  my  Chapter  on  this  fubjebl  was  more 
particularly  addrefted  to  you,  yet  as  I  had  given 
it  to  the  Public,  I  might  reafonably  have  expec¬ 
ted,  if  any  one  was  better  informed,  or  doubted 
on  plaufible  grounds  the  authenticity  of  my  com¬ 
putation,  it  would  have  been  publickly  impeach¬ 
ed,  and  an  opportunity  afforded  me  thereby  of 
vindicating  its  truth,  by  laying  before  the  Public 
the  grounds  on  which  it  is  formed. 

I  hold  myfelf  much  obliged  to  thofe  friend?, 
who  by  giving  me  timely  intelligence  of  thofe 
inftnuations,  have  put  it  into  my  power  to  do  my- 
felf  juftice,  and  which  is  of  far  greater  confe- 
quence,  to  do  juftice  to  the  fubjedt,  by  giving 
you  fuch  further  information,  as  may  remove 
every  fhadow  of  objedlion,  and  leave  you  tho¬ 
roughly  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of  what  I  have 
afferted  to  yqa  and  the  Public ;  for  although  it 
is  of  no  great  moment  to  nie,  to  you,  or  the 
Public  to  inquire,  whether  thofe  infinuations  arofe 
from  envy,  felf-intereft,  or  perfonal  malevolence; 
from  whatever  fource  they  flowed,  it  is  of  great 
importance  to  the  welfare  of  the  Ea ft -India  Com¬ 
pany,  and  to  the  intereft  of  the  Nation  in  general, 
as  well  as  in  juftice  to  my  veracity,  that  by  a 
fpeedy  difeuffion  their  fatal  tendency  may  be  ef¬ 
fectually  removed.  I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  at 
this  time  it  is  particularly  neceflary  that  all  undue 
influence  fhould  be  erafed  from  your  minds,  as  it 
is  the  feafon  when  Bengali  affairs  come  in  courfe 
under  your  immediate  infpedtion  ;  allow  me  there¬ 
fore  to  prefume  there  is  great  propriety  (as  my 
heart  affures  me  there  is  great  fmceruy)  in  my 
prefent  addrefs. 
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By  dedicating  the  Chapter  in  queftion,  regard- 
irg  the  revenues,  mere  particularly  to  you,  I  ap¬ 
pealed  as  it  were  to  you,  who  have  in  your  hands 
vouchers,  that  by  parity  of  reafoning  (as  will  be 
fhewn  hereader)  would  confirm  my  adertion,  and 
thereby  as  1  thought  made  it  unneceffary  to  ien- 
ter  minutely  into  thofe  proofs  in  fupport  of  it9 
which  a  bare  ipfe  dixit  in  an  add  refs  to  the  Pub¬ 
lic  might  have  required.  Without  referring  to 
fuch  evidence,  might  I  not  reafonably  hope  to 
have  had  credit  for  my  adertion  with  you,  as  I 
was  confcious  you  very  well  knew  that  none  of 
the  Company’s  fervants  had  ever  applied  with 
more  diligence  to  this  branch  of  your  concerns, 
or  met  with  more  (if  fo  many)  repeated  opportu- 
nities  of  profccuting  fuch  inquiries  :  I  entered  on 
them  early,  I  took  my  informations  from  thofe 
who  were  the  bed  verfed  in  thefe  matters  ;  I  la¬ 
boured  hard  to  obtain  intelligence  of  this  iort, 
long  before  there  was  r he  lead  probability  of  my 
making  ufe  of  that  intelligence  in  a  practical  way; 
and  afterwards  my  duty  led  me  to  verify  many 
points  relating  to  the  fubjecl,  by  the  unerring 
light  or  experience;  and  the  more  my  experi¬ 
ence,  the  fuller  were  the  evidences,  and  the 
dronger  my  convidlion  of  the  judrefs  of  that  in¬ 
telligence  I  had  acquired.  Might  I  not  then  ra¬ 
tionally  prefume,  under  a  full  and  firm  convic¬ 
tion,  that  what  I  was  writing  was  thoroughly 
well  founded,  (which  could  aione  have  prompted 
me  to  a  tafk,  to  which  I  was  not  otherwife  called) 
that  1  might  make  the  offering  to  you  and  the 
Public,  without  apprehenfion  of  any  impeach¬ 
ment  of  its  veracity,  but  on  the  cleared  and  full  - 
evidence:  as  a  considerable  Proprietor,  I 
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might  have  an  intereft  in  giving  you  juft  infor¬ 
mation  ;  I  could  have  none  in  mifleading  you. 

The  only  method  of  leading  us  to  the  truth, 
that  the  fubjedt  will  admit,  is  reafoning  by  ana¬ 
logy  from  thofe  things  of  which  we  are  mod 
certain,  to  thofe  of  a  like  nature,  in  regard  to 
which  we  wifli  to  be  certain.  This  then  is  the 
method  1  fhail  purfue,  and  I  hope  and  will  en¬ 
deavour  to  do  it,  with  as  much  accuracy  and 
perfpicuity  asyou  can  reafonabiy  expedt. —  Fhefe 
previous  points  being  fettled,  we  will  now.  Gen¬ 
tlemen,  proceed  to  the  bufinefs. 

On  a  candid  and  attentive  perufal  of  my  third 
Chapter,  it  will  be  obvious  from  the  whole  te¬ 
nor  of  it,  that  it  is  calculated  to  excite  you  to 
attempt  the  polfeffion  of  this  country,  in  truft 
for  the  Emperor,  and  thereby  put  a  period  to  a 
deftrudfive  and  inadequate  war  but  can  you 
imagine  I  exeke  you  to  this  from  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  worth  of  thefe  Provinces,  according 
to  the  rates  Handing  upon  the  King’s  books  ?  no, 
it  is  from  the  confederation  of  their  real  value, 
and  adtual  produce ;  and  the  farther  confedera¬ 
tion  of  how  much  this  produce  would  certainly  be 
increafed  under  an  Englijh  Sou  bah. 

You  have  been  told,  Gentlemen,  (or  my  in¬ 
formation  is  wrong)  that  the  revenues  of  Bengali 
are  rated  on  the  King’s  books  under  three  kho- 
rore  of  Sicca  rupees  :  If  it  is  Paid,  the  rents  of 
the  lands  are  fo  rated,  you  have  been  told  the 
truth  ;  thefe  only  go  into  the  Royal  Treafury, 
and  to  the  belt  of  my  remembrance  are  rated  at 
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two  khorore,  feventy-five,  or  feventy-fix  la c* 
and  fome  odd  thoufands.  Should  this  informal 
tion  (without  locking  further)  be  taken  as  a 
proof  of  my  exaggeration,  when  my  eftimate  ex¬ 
prefly  includes  the  rents  of  the  lands,  and  the 
revenues  arifing  from  their  produce?  which  1 
have  efli mated  conjunclly  at  eleven  khorore  ;  and 
now  proceed  to  the  proof,  refling  it  upon  what 
chofe  who  are  converfant  in  your  affairs  in  India 
will  admit  to  be  an  indifourable  fa£L  that  the 

j.  ' 

lands  throughout  the  provinces,  bear  nearly  a 
proportional  value  to  each  other. 

1  cannot  with  any  precifion  charge  my  memo- 
ry  (having  none  of  my  papers  with  me)  as  to 
what  the  lands  of  the  Company’s  original  zemin- 
dary  Calcutta  flood  rated  in  the  King’s  books  *,  it 
is  enough  for  my  purpofe,  that  you  and  I  know, 
they  and  the  revenues  arifing  from  them,  for 
many  years  after  the  Company  was  invefted  with 
them,  fcarcely  yielded  a  ret  profit  that  reco ro¬ 
pe  n  fed  the  expences  of  collecting  them.  In  pro- 
cefs  of  time,  as  their  fervants  became  better  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  them,  they  became 
an  objedt  more  and  more  worthy  of  attention  ; 
and  being  divided  into  fmall  farms,  foon  pro¬ 
duced  a  net  annual  revenue  from  twenty  to  twen¬ 
ty-five  thoufand  rupees  \  as  the  knowledge  of 
their  nature  and  value  increafed,  fo  did  the  rents 
and  farms  until  they  brought  in  a  net  revenue 
of  near  forty  thoufand  rupees  per  annum.  Here 
they  Teemed  to  be  at  their  ne  plus  ultra  ;  though 
the  tenants  were  daily  increaflng,  and  the  lands 
grew  more  fully  occupied  gnd  cultivated  *,  confe- 
iquently  their  produce,  and  the  confumption  of 
b '  •  '  "  '  that 
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jthat  produce,  enlarged ;  which  rationally  indi¬ 
cated  there  fhould  have  been  an  increafe  of  the 
rents  and  revenues* 

* 

This  not  being  the  cafe,  the  Gentlemen  then 
in  the  dire&ion  at  home,  ordered  a  fcrutiny  to 
be  made  in  the  office;  and  upon  an  average 
taken  of  the  net  proceeds  for  fifteen  years  pre¬ 
ceding  the  year  1752,  they  appeared  to  have 
produced  the  Company  barely  thirty-nine  thou- 
land  rupees  per  annum .  In  confequence  of  vari¬ 
ous  reforms  and  the  detection  of  glaring  frauds, 
the  farms  for  the  firft  time  were  put  up  to  a 
public  and  unbiased  fale,  to  the  higheffi  bidder ; 
and  though  fix,  by  order  of  the  then  Court  of 
Directors,  were  aboliihed,  as  grievous  and  op- 
prefiive  to  the  tenants,  yet  thefe  very  lands  pro¬ 
duced*  at  the  clofe  of  this  year,  net  feventy- 
three  thoufand  rupees ;  at  the  clofe  of  the  fecond, 
one  lac,  and  thirteen  thoufand;  at  the  clofe  of 
the  third,  one  lac  and  fourteen  thoufand;  and 
would  at  the  clofe  of  the  fourth  year,  to  demon- 
ftration,  have  produced  one  lac,  and  twenty  thou¬ 
fand  ;  and  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  would 
have  gone  on  annually  increafing. 

The  lands  of  the  twenty-four  Purgunnahs, 
ceded  to  the  Company  by  the  .treaty  of  17 57, 
which  fubfequeritly  became  Colonel  Clive’s  jagg- 
hier;  were  rated  on  the  King’s  books  at  two 
lac,  and  twenty-two  thoufand  rupees.  Thefe 
lands  were,  for  the  [pace  of  fixteen  months,  re¬ 
tained  in  hand  on  the  Company’s  account,  un¬ 
der  the  infpeftion  and  fuperintendence  of  a  col¬ 
leger,  Mr.'  Frankland ,  whofe  activity,  abilities, 
■ 1  ,s  *» 
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and  integrity,  in  the  execution  of  that  tfruft,  flood 
iro  impeached.  But  the  Company’s  agents  find¬ 
ing  that  by  that  method  they  fhould  never  arrive 
at  the  knowledge  of  the  real  value  of  thefe 
lands  ;  determined  to  divide  them  into  fifteen 
farms,  and  put  them  up  to  public  fale,  referv- 
ing  the  royalties  in  their  own  hands,  from  an 
apprehenfion  the  farmers,  by  being  inverted  with 
them,  might  have  it  in  their  power  to  opprefs 
the  tenants.  This  refolution  was  carried  into 
execution,  I  think,  in  July  1759,  and  the  farms 
let  for  the  term  of  three  years ;  when  thofe  very 
lands  which  had  produced  for  fixteen  months 
only  three  lac,  eighty  four  thoufand  rupees,  fold 
at  this  unbiafled  fale  for  (even  lac,  fixty-hve  thou- 
land  Sicca  rupees,  per  annum ,  ex  cl  u  five  of  the 
loyalties  ;  and  thirteen  at  leaft  of  the  fifteen  pur- 
chafers,  to  my  knowledge,  were  annual,  gainers 
by  their  bargains.  In  bidding  to  keep  up  two 
of  the  farms  to  what  I  had  reafon'fo  think  was 
their  value,  they  fell  upon  my  hands :  as  I  had 
not  ki lure  to  Superintend  them  myfelf,  I  difpofed 
of  them  a  few  days  after,  for  an  advance  of  five 
thoufand  Sicca  rupe  es,  pa  annum ,  during  the  term 
of  my  leafe.  1  only  mention  this  as  a  corroborat¬ 
ing  proof  of  my  iaft  afTertion. 

What  the  Purgunnahs  produced  at  their  fecond 
fale,  you,  Gentlemen,  know  better  than  I,  as 
before  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  their  firft  leafe, 
1  had  the  honour  to  be  recalled. 

To  particularize  every  inrtance  that  might  be 
brought  in  proof,  or  rather  juftification  of  my 
general  eftimate,  would  be  to  protradf  this  ad- 
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drefs  to  a  tedious  length  ;  thofe  already  pro- 
duced,  afford  full  evidence,  that  the  revenues  of 
the  lands  are  very  nearly  in  a  quadruple  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  rents  of  them  ;  and  that  fo  far  from 
having  exaggerated,  I  have  rather  depreciated  the 
real  and  intrinfic  value  of  thefe  provinces  ;  efpe- 
cially  when  it  is  remembered,  that  my  eflimate  is 
drawn  exclufive  of  the  royalties,  which  alone 
are  a  very  confiderable  revenue;  and  alfo  that  I 
have  made  no  account  of  the  many  Jagghiers, 
nor  of  the  immenfe  trads  of  Burmuttu  lands,  (fo 
called  for  being  fet  apart  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Bramins)  nor  of  many  other  poffeffions  which 
pay  no  rents ;  in  the  grants  and  inveftitures  of 
which,  there  are  more  frauds  and  collufions  prac- 
fifed,  than  in  every  other  branch  of  the  revenues. 
From  a  fcrutiny  into  thefe,  a  new  and  confider¬ 
able  income  would  arife,  that  has  hitherto  never 
found  its  way,  either  into  the  royal  treafury,  or 
into  the  Soubah’s  coffers. 

I  repeat  then,  and  infill  on  my  eilimate,  that 
exclufive  of  the  royalties,  upon  an  obvious  and 
fair  calculation,  the  whole  lands  of  the  three  pro¬ 
vinces  have  never  yielded  lefs  than  eleven  kho- 
rore,  forty  thoufand  Sicca  rupees,  per  annum  ; 
and  deducting  for  Orijfa  one  khorore  and  a  half, 
at  which  the  lands  and  revenues  of  that  province 
are  ufually  eflimated,  there  will  remain  nine 
khorore  and  a  half  for  Bengali  and  Bahar>  to 
which  annex  the  royalties,  and  they  will  more 
than  make  good  the  above  deduction  for  Orijfa . 

Though  I  have  in  my  general  eilimate,  con¬ 
fined  myfelf  to  the  confideration  of  the  known 

and 
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a  ad  edabliflied  rents  and  revenues  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces,  yet  the  extra  items  fpecified  above,  no 
lefs  conftitute  a  part  of  their  value  ;  and  though 
thofe  items  have  for  a  long  courfe  of  years  been 
concealed  and  embezzled  from  the  government, 
that  is  no  reafon  why  they  may  not  in  future  be 
brought  to  account  by  a  Britifh  Soubah  at  the 
head  of  it ;  an  event  which  I  will  (till  hope  is  not 
far  diftant. 

Whoever  attempts  to  depreciate  this  objedt  at 
this  juncture,  can  be  no  friend  to  you,  your  con- 
Itituencs,  or  his  country  ;  and  fhould  feem  mov¬ 
ed  only  by  private  views  to  prolong  a  war,  that 
can  benefit  none,  but  the  principal  adfors  in  it. 
If  it  has  been  infinuated  to  you,  that  the  pro¬ 
vinces  of  Bengali  are  not  alone  worthy  your  pof- 
feffion;  you  are  now,  I  truft,  fully  convinced  of 
the  contrary  ;  and  will  fee  the  necefiity  of  putting 
a  flop  at  laft  to  the  ftrides,  your  fervants  are 
daily  making  towards  acquifitions,  which  cannot 
poffibly  be  maintained  :  the  provinces  of  Bengali 
you  may  maintain  and  defend,  upon  the  plan  I 
have  prefumed  already  to  hint  to  you.  I  will 
further  communicate  a  few  anecdotes  relative  to 
the  lands  and  revenues  of  this  country,  and  clofe 
this  addrefs. 

The  rents  of  the  lands  are  the  property  of  the 
Emperor.  In  confequence  of  which  he  has  a 
royal  Dewan,  in  every  Soubahdaary,  who  ought 
to  be  accountable  to  the  royal  treafury  for  the 
whole  amount  of  the  rents,  as  rated  upon  the 
King’s  books  :  but  as  there  is  always  a  good  un¬ 
der  (landing  between  the  Dewan  and  the  Soubah, 
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they  never  are  at  a  lofs  in  pretending  reafons  for 
the  rents  falling  fhort,  though  the  whole  is  ftridtly 
and  fully  collected.  What  is  diverted  from  tht 
royal  treafury,  is  divided  between  the  Dewan  and 
the  Soubah,  of  which  the  latter  always  takes  the 
lion’s  fhare. 

Though  the  amount  cf  the  rents  of  the  lands 
is  near  three  khorore  per  annum  *,  yet  the  higheft 
ilipulation  made  with  the  Emperor  was  that 
mentioned  in  another  place,  of  one  khorore,  one 
lac,  one  thoufand,  one  hundred,  and  one  rupee, 
by  the  Soubah  Soujah  Khan  :  and  this  was  re¬ 
gularly  tranfmitied  to  the  royal  treafury,  until 
the  ufurpation  of  Aliverdi .  He,  on  pretence  of 
the  diflreffes  of  the  provinces  (to  which  diftreffed 
date  he  himfelf  had  brought  them)  made  a  new 
ilipulation  of  fifty-two  lac  per  annum ;  to  which 
he  paid  no  regard  longer  than  the  Vizir  Monfoor 
Ali  Khan’s* army  was  within  a  few  days  march 
of  Patna ,  A.  ZX  1750,  nor  has  the  royal  trea¬ 
fury  benefited  a  rupee  from  thefe  provinces  fince 
that  period.  This  I  mention,  or  fhould  rather 
fay,  repeat,  to  fhow  how  gladly  the  Emperor 
would  embrace  any  overture  that  would  infure 
to  him  annually  one-third  of  the  rents  of  thefe 
provinces. 

The  eftablifheJ  ground  rent  is  three  Sicca  ru¬ 
pees  per  Begah  (about  one  third  of  an  Englijh 
acre)  throughout  the  empire;  but  Aliverdi  Khan 
made  the  firft  innovation  in  this  eflablifhed  law, 
and  afifefled  the  land  four  annas  Sicca ,  or  a  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  rupee  upon  each  Begah,  on  pretence  of 
the  Chout  paid  to  the  Maharattors 3  and  raifed 
6  the 


the  rents  of  the  Rajahs  and  Zemindaars  in  that 
proportion  *,  thefe  had  no  other  means  of  reim- 
burling  themfelves,  but  levying  it  upon  the  far¬ 
mers,  and  rhey  again  on  the  tenants.  Subfequently 
the  lands  were  on  various  pretended  exigencies* 
at  different  periods,  affefTed  to  io-i6thi  of  a  ru¬ 
pee,  though  every  additional  tax  on  land,  above 
three  Sicca  rupees  'per  annum ,  is  contrary  to  the 
Handing  law  of  the  empire  ;  which  until  Aliverd? s 
ufurpation,  had  been  held  facred,  and  inviolable. 
In  the  year  1732,  your  Governor  and  Council 
had  in  agitation  the  raifmg  the  rents  of  your 
own  Zemindary  of  Calcutta  \  which  being  ru° 
moured  abroad  they  received  a  peremptory  Per- 
wannah,  from  the  Soubah,  forbidding  them  ;  in 
which  the  Soubah  told  them,  that  they  were 
prefuming  to  do  a  thing,  which  he  himfelf  had 
not  power  to  do  ^  and  that  if  they  perfifted,  they 
would,  by  the  laws  of  the  empire,  forfeit  their 
lands. 

Frauds  throughout  the  empire  in  letting  the 
lands,  are  manifold  :  for  inftance  :  The  Rajahs* 
and  Zemindaars,  by  private  compaft  with  the 
Soubah’s  officers,  who  are  charged  with  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  this  department,  obtain  more  lands 
than  by  their  Synods  (or  grants,  which  are  com¬ 
monly  called  Pottahs)  appear,  and  confcquently 
pay  no  rent  to  the  king  for  the  furplus  land. 
The  fame  artifice  is  praftifed  between  the  De- 
wans  of  the  Rajahs  and  Zemindaars,  and  the 
Izardaars  or  farmers ;  and  the  tenants,  or  com¬ 
mon  Pottahholders  under  them,  by  bribing  the 
officers  of  the  jummah  Bundi,  and  thofe  intruft- 
ed  with  the  meafurements  of  the  lands,  that  they 

may 
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may  enjoy  among  them  the  benefit  of  the  iur* 
plus  land ;  and  I  may  juflly  aver,  there  is  not  a 
tenant  in  Indojlan ,  but  pofieffes  and  occupies  a 
greater  quantity  of  land,  than  his  Pottah  ex- 
predes,  or  than  he  pays  rent  for  :  Confequently, 
it  is  the  tenant  that  ultimately  enjoys  the  bene^> 
lit  of  the  furplus  land,  thus  gained  by  corrup¬ 
tion,  from  the  Soubah’s  Minifters,  while  the 
King  fpecifically  differs  in  his  rents.  It  extreme¬ 
ly  well  anfwers  the  tenant’s  purpofe,  to  poffefs, 
if  he  can  by  a  fmall  bribe,  more  land  than  he 
pays  for,  becaufe  himfelf  and  his  heirs  enjoy  the 
profit  of  it  in  perpetuity  5  fmce,  by  a  funda¬ 
mental  law  of  the  empire,  their  Pottahs  are  irre¬ 
vocable,  as  long  as  they  pay  the  rents,  rated  in 
them  refpe&ively  1  and  fo  tender  and  indulgent 
are  the  laws  of  Indoftan  in  this  particular,  that  no 
tenant  forfeits  his  land,  before  he  has  failed  in  his 
payments  for  twelve  months ;  though  the  land- 
tax,  by  the  fame  laws2  is  to  be  paid  every  three 
months. 

This  method  of  fee  re  ting  or  purloining  the 
land  from  the  King  and  the  Soubah,  has  been 
pradtifed  time  out  of  mind  1  and  it  is  quire  in 
point,  to  mention  a  flagrant  inflance  that  appear¬ 
ed  in  the  year  1753;  when  in  confequence  of 
the  general  ferutiny,  made  by  your  order  in  your 
Zemindary  Calcutta ,  it  was  demonrtrated  that 
in  your  fmall  diflridb,  upon  a  favourable  new 
meafurement  of  your  land,  there  were  near  live 
hundred  Begah  fecreted  in  this  way,  and  fraudu¬ 
lently  enjoyed,  by  your  tenants,  for  which  you 
had  received  no  ground  rent  from  your  being 
inverted  with  the  Zemindary ;  of  this  you  may 

be 
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be  convinced  by  turning  to  your  Jummah  Bumf 
d'i,  or  regider  of  your  lands  fubfequently  by  me 
tranfmitted  to  yod.  As  you.  Gentlemen,  have 
by  that  meafurement  gained  five  hundred  Begah 
of  ground,  upon  a  pofleflion  only  of  fix  thou- 
fand  two- hundred  ;  you  may  judge  from  thence, 
what  an  aftonifhing  additional  revenue  would 
arife  to-you,  when  Soubah  of  the  provinces,  from 
a  new  (though  favourable)  meafurement  of  the 
whole  lands. 

i  % 

tV hen  the  revenues,  arifing  from  the  lands 
of  this  country  are  retained  in  the  proprietors 
hands  (that  is,  not  farmed  out)  one  univerfaf 
chain  of  roguery  runs  through  the  whole,  as  well 
as  in  the  rents  of  the  lands  *,  and  there  is  a  fel¬ 
low-feeling  between  every  one  employed  in  the 
collections,  from  the  Dewan  to  the  lowed  Mo- 
ree,  or  writer ;  and  this  the  Rajahs  and  Zemin- 
daars  (the  great  proprietors  of  the  lands)  are  no 
more  exempt  from,  than  the  Company  is,  not- 
withdanding  the  utmod  integrity  of  their  cove¬ 
nanted  fervants :  but  I  have  fo  clearly  traced, 
and  laid  open  the  nature  of  thofe  frauds  (which 
are  finiilar  throughout  the  empire)  in  my  date  of 
the  Company’s  revenues  Zemindary,  dated  the 
15th  of  December ,  1752,  that  I  need  not  trouble 
you  further  on  that  fubjeCt,  than  to  refer  you 
thereto. 

The  whole  intention  and  aim  of  thefe  com¬ 
munications,  is  to  perfwade  and  convince  you, 
that  be  the  Company’s  pofTefilons  in  that  country 
what  they  will,  either  lefs  or  more;  you  will  ne¬ 
ver  get  at  their  true  Value,  or  derive  to  your- 

felves 


(  225  ) 

V, 

felves  and  conftifuents  the  half  of  their  net  ad¬ 
vantages,  by  keeping  them  in  hand  :  the  remedy 
5®  obvious.— — If  they  are  divided  into  farms, 
in  value  from  five  thou  land  rupees,  to  one  lac  per 
annum ,  and  put  up  to  public  fale  to  the  higheft 
bidder,  under  the  lame  reftridtions  and  excludohs 
as  were  ftipulated  at  the  fale  of  your  twenty -four 
Purgunnahs,  then  moil  probably,  five  fixths  of 
their  real  value  would  refult  to  the  Company. 
And  I  cannot  enough  congratulate  your  having 
happly  appointed  a  Gentleman  (Mr.  Sumner)  to 
fucceed  Lord  Clive  in  the  government,  who  is 
intimately  acquainted  with,  and  converfant  in  all 
matters  relative  to  the  lands  and  revenues  \  and 
moft  capable  of  carrying  your  orders  on  thefe 
heads  into  execution. 

r* 

To  fave  you  the  trouble  of  references,  I  will 
fubjoin  two  letters,  the  one  addreffed  to  the  then 
board  of  Calcutta ,  the  other  to  a  former  chair¬ 
man  ;  as  they  are  both  ftridtly  connedled  with 
the  fubjedt,  and  will  add  ftrength  and  weight  to 
my  arguments, 

1  have  the  honour  to  be  with  mod:  perfedt  refpedt, 

\ 

Gentlemen, 

Your  moll  Obedient  Humble  Servant,  , 

Bath, 

Dec.  1765, 
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To  C.  Manningham,  Efq; 
&c.  Council. 


Calcutta , 
June  it  1759 


Sir  and  Sirs, 

T  Beg  leave  to  trouble  you  with  a  few  fenti- 

ments  on  the  difpofal  of  the  company’s  lands* 
which  have,  for  fome  time  pad,  been  the  objedt 
of  your  Councils  5  the  fubjedt  is  of  importance  to 
our  honourable  employers,  and  cannot  be  too 
much  deliberated  on. 

I  believe  we  are  all  unanimous,  in  fome  crr- 
cum dances,  which  more  particularly  require  our 
attendon  in  this  affair  ^  to  wit,  the  honour  of  the 
Company,  the  acquiring  a  perfedl  knowledge  in 
the  value  of  the  lands  *,  the  making  this,  branch 
of  the  revenues  lefs  complicate  and  intricate,  as 
well  as  lefs  expendve  in  the  colledUng  ; — —but 
with  refpedl  to  the  means,  we  feem  not  quite  fo 
clear.— —Any  one  gentleman  declaring  fully  his 
opinion  on  your  con  flotations,  may  poffibly  make 
us  unanimous  here  alfo. 

The  dep  we  are  already  determined  in,  of  di¬ 
vefling  the  farmers  of  all  power  in  the  royalties 
and  judicial  authorities  in  the  Purgunnahs,  bids 
fair  for  the  fecurity  of  the  Company’s  honor :  as 
thefe  articles  being  heretofore  alfo  farmed,  be¬ 
came  the  fource  of  heavy  cruelties  and  oppref- 
fions  on  the  tenants.  — -But  diil  there  fee  ms  to 
be  fomething  wanting  to  give  us  a  perfedt  fecu¬ 
rity  in  this  particular  ; — — and  that  is,  to  take 
the  utmoft  care  in  our  power,  chat  the  whole 


/ 
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body  of  the  lands  do  not,  by  any  junto,  or 
private  confederacy,  fall  into  the  hands  of  peo¬ 
ple,  with  whom  we  fhould  not  truft  any  part  of 
otir  fortunes  or  confidence.  I  am  urged  to  this 
precaution,  from  the  propofal  laid  before  you 
the  fourth  inftant,  by  fix  or  feven  confpicoous 
natives  of  the  fettiement,  of  an  advance  of 
110,001  rupees  on  the  whole  lands*  With  re- 
fpeft  to  their  propofal,  I  will  only  add  an  offer 
of  10,000  rupees  more  per  annum  on  their 

terms : - not  that  I  wifh  myfelf,  or  any  one 

elfe,  in  pofTeffion  of  them,  on  terms  fo  vague 
and  artfuh 


That  keeping  the  lands  in  our  own  hands,  will 
never  lead  to  a  knowledge  of  their  real  value,  is 
now  (to  me)  proved  beyond  contfadiftion. — — - 
Some  of  thofe  who  figned  the  propofal  of  the 
fourth,  are  well  converfant  in  the  nature  of  their 
undertakings  and  better  judges  (as  I  am  inform¬ 
ed)  are  concerned,  though  as  yet  they  aft  behind 
the  curtain  \  and  to  me  it  is  inconceivable,  than 
thefe  Eaftern  Machiaveis  in  fineffe,  would  offer 
fuch  an  annual  advance,  without  a  moral  cer¬ 
tainty  of  adequate  gains.  In  this  pofition,  I  am 
Hill  more  confirmed,  by  the  advance  offered 
from  other  quarters,  on  diflant  and  garbled  parts 
of  the  Purgunnahs,  which  in  faft  exceeds  th i 
other. 


If  we  have  been  hitherto  kept  fo  far  from 
knowledge  of  the  real  value  of  thefe  lands,  after 
fixteen  months  polfdfion,  what  are  we  to  expect 
when,  from  the  courfe  of  the  fervice,  they  are 
no  longer  under  the  conduft  of  the  prefent  col- 


(  228  ) 

le&or  ?— whofe  knowledge  of  this  branch,  mure 
be  greatly  fuperior  to  any  Gentleman  that  fuc- 
ceeds  him  •,  and  whofe  vigilance  in  the  execution 
of  this  truft,  cannot  be  exceeded.  From  the  ex¬ 
perience  1  have  had,  in  infinitely  a  lefs,  though 
iimilar  objeCt,  I  know  it  is  impoflible  for  any 
one  Gentleman,  with  the  moft  extenfive  talents 
and  integrity,  to  fuperintend  this  revenue  in  fuch 
manner  as  to  prevent  the  Company  being  injured. 
His  attention  cannot  be  every  where,  confidence 
muft  be  placed  in  a  multitude;  and  it  happens 
unluckily  that  this  confidence  centers  from  ne- 
ceflity,  in  a  race  of  people,  who,  from  their  in¬ 
fancy,  are  utter  flrangers  to  the  idea  of  common 
faith,  or  honefiy. 

The  other  plan  of  difpofing  of  the  lands,  to 
the  multitude  of  people  who  have  offered  an 
advance  on  particular  parts  of  the  Purgunnahs  ; 
I  have  flrong,  and  equal  objections  to;  I  am 
fenfible  thefe  objections  fhould  have  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  you  fooner,  and  would,  had  I  thought  my- 
felf  fooner  mailer  of  the  fubjeCt.  We  know  not 
what,  or  who  thefe  people  are ;  I  forefee  a  very 
great  rifque  of  deficiencies  in  the  rents,  as  well  as 
much  confufion,  and  needlefs  expence,  entailed 
on  this  exped  ent ;  and  ourfelves  removed  as  far 
as  ever,  horn  gaining  a  knowledge  of  the  real 
value  of  this  new  and  important  acquifition.  On 
the  whole  therefore  I  am  of  opinion,  that  there 
is  no  effectual  method  to  arrive  at  the  know¬ 
ledge  of,  and  make  the  lands  yield  every  advan¬ 
tage  to  our  honourable  employers,  but  by  put¬ 
ting  them  up  to  publick  fale,  in  fingle  Purgun¬ 
nahs,  under  the  rcftriCtiohs  already  publifhed — 

<  8  People 
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People  of  fubfiance  will  then  be  the  only  bid¬ 
ders  for  an  intire  Purgunnah  ;  the  bad  and  un¬ 
profitable  parts,  will  go  with  the  good  and  va¬ 
luable  ;  and  the  rifque  of  deficiencies  in  the  rents* 
be  guarded  againft  ;  the  expence  of  collecting 
will  in  a  manner  be  reduced  to  nothing;  and 
this  branch  of  the  fervice  be  rendered  lefs  com¬ 
plicated  and  intricate,  by  having  twenty-four  pur- 
chafers  to  account  with  only,  in  place  of  five  or 
fix  hundred. 


1  am,  with  refpeCt,  &c. 
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To  John  Payne,  Efq; 


Calcultd , 
Dec.  30,  1759. 


pear  Sir, 

Hp  O  fhorten  my  remarks  on  the  important  fub- 
jed  of  your  lands,  I  inclofe  you  a  copy  of 
roy  letter  to  the  Council,  of  the  11th  of  Juney 
when  the  Colonel  was  upon  the  Patnq  expedi? 
tion  ;  it  produced  no  other  e fired;,  than  poftpon- 
Ing  our  refolves,  until  his  arrival  :  when  the  af¬ 
fair  being  refumed,  he  did  me  the  honour,  with 
the  reft  of  the  board,  of  thinking  my  reafons  for 
the  public  fale  of  the  lands  by  audion,  unan- 
fwerable  5  and  the  lame  was  refolved  on  unani- 
moufty.  The  event  more  than  anfwered  my  ex- 
pedation.  I  had  taken  great  pains  in  ftrrctting 
out  the  real  value  of  the  lands,  whiph  was  cover¬ 
ed  with  aimoft  impenetrable  obfeurity,  and  dif¬ 
ficulties  ;  and  by  an  eftimate  1  gave  the  Colo¬ 
nel  at  his  return,  ventured  to  pronounce  they 
would  yield  feven  !ac  and  a  half ;  and  the  total 
of  their  fale  on  the  13th  of  July,  amounted  to 
feven  lac,  fixry-five  thoufand  leven  hundred  Sic¬ 
ca  rupees,  per  annum ,  exclufive  of  feveral  referves 
in  favour  of  the  Company  ;  fuch  as  a  confider- 
able  trad  of  land  taken  from  the  Purgunnahs, 
adjoining  to  Calcutta ,  to  extend  it’s  bounds  *,  and 
all  advantages  refuking  from  holding  the  royal¬ 
ties,  and  judicial  proceedings,  &c.  in  our  own 
hands  on  the  Company's  account,  fo  that  1  judge 
the  whole  produce  of  thefe  lands  (the  before 
mentioned  referves  included)  will  be  annually  be¬ 
tween  nine  and  ten  lac  \  the  fum  I  euefled  (in 

v  t  »  •  »  l  1  i  »  •  *<  <■  »  s  l  .  f'C~.  ■  ^  ' 

"  England) 
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England)  rficy  would  produce,  when  once  in  con¬ 
ference  with  you  upon  the  fubjedt.  From  this 
the  Colonel's  Jagghir  of'  two  lace,  twenty-two 
thoufand  rupees  being  dedu&ed,  there  will  re¬ 
main  a  net  annual  revenue  to  the  Company  of 
about  feven  lac,  eighty  thoufand  rupees  Sicca  per 
annum ,  on  the  fame  lands,  which  yielded  the  iad 
year  when  the  revenues  were  collected  on  the 
government’s  plan,  only  three  iac,  eighty-four 
thoufand,  or  thereabout  •,  as  you  will  learn  from 
the  accounts  of  this  revenue  now  tranfmitted  to 

t  ■ 

the  Company.  I  fee  the  court  of  Directors  flare 
with  aftonifhment  at  this  increafe  ;  you  will  flare 
too,  my  dear  Sir,  as  a  proprietor.  Methinks  I 
hear  them  and  you  cry  out !  What  the  Devil  be¬ 
came  of  this  difference  the  lail  year  ?  as  it  muft 
have  been  colledled  beyond  a  doubt  \  or  from 
whence  can  this  advance  anfwer  to  the  prefent 

farmers  ?  The  anfwer  is  eafy  and  obvious ; - - 

the  difference  fell  fhort,  in  its  way  to  the  Com¬ 
pany’s  treafury,  by  the  felf-fame  roads,  your  for¬ 
mer  revenues  were  diffipated,  prior  to  the  reform 
in  your  Zemindary. - As  your  former  Zemin¬ 

dars  could  not  juflly  be  deemed  culpable  in  that 
cafe,  from  the  frequent  change  of  the  poll  ;  fo 
in  the  prefent  no  blame  properly  falls  on  your 
Collector,  the  Cruft  being  too  extenfive  for  any 
one  man  exifling  ;  though  the  frauds  are  equally 
obvious,  from  the  extraordinary  increafe  at  a  fair 
and  public  fale,  where  the  farmers  were  laid  un¬ 
der  every  poffible  check  and  reftraint,  that  can 
either  prevent  their  debafing  their  lands,  or  op- 
preffing  the  tenants  •,  and  yet  there  is  a  moral  cer¬ 
tainty  of  profit  to  him,  at  the  expiration  of  the 

three 
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three  years;  and  that  they  will  then  yield  a  fur¬ 
ther  increafe  to  the  Company. - * 

i  - 

Before  I  entirely  quit  the  fubject  of  the  lands, 
1  mull  dear  up  a  circumftance,  that  poffibly 
may  be  caufe  of  wonder  to  you,  viz.  by  what 
means  I  arrived  at  their  real  value.— — In  the 
Brft  place,  I  had  long  and  full  convi&ion,  that 
the  fame  fyftem  of  fraud  and  chicane,  ran  through 
every  Zemindary  of  the  provinces  ;  and  from  a 
general  knowledge  of  the  country  granted  to  us, 
it  appeared  to  me  moft  aftonifhing,  they  fhould 
yield  no  more  than  was  brought  to  the  Compa¬ 
ny’s  credit,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year  in  April  laft ; 
when  fo  fmall  a  territory  as  Calcutta ,  produced, 
on  a  fcrutiny  and  reform,  an  increafe  of  73  to 
1  Ho, 000  Sicca  rupees  per  anmmi-—A  tried  va¬ 
rious  means  to  trace  out  a  fansfa£toryereafon, 
and  to  account  to  myfelf  for  it,  but  ^without  fuc- 
cefs,  until  I  learnt  by  accident  that  three  or  four 
of  the  old  ftandards  employed  as  tax-gatherers, 
and  writers  in  the  Purgunnahs,  had  been  difmif- 
fed,  at  the  inftigation  of  the  new  operators.  I 
lent  privately  for  one  or  two  of  the  molt  credit¬ 
able  of  them,  and  inquired  into  the  caufe  of  their 
difmifiion  ;  and  this  brought  on  an  opening  of 
the  whole  fcene  ;  and  gave  me  fufficient  founda¬ 
tion  for  forming  my  letter  of  the  iith  of  June. 
——Thus,  Sir,  having  made  you  mafter  of  this 
fubjedt,  in  as  fhort  a  detail  as  pofiible,  I  final  1 
clofe  it  with  this  remark;  that  the  lame  chain  of 
frauds  runs  through  the  whole  empire,  but  more 
particularly  in  chefe  provinces,  to  the  heavy  an¬ 
nual  lofs  of  the  crown  ;  a  circumftance  which 

may 
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may  in  a  future  favorable  conjuncture,  be  well 
worth  confederation  :  at  prefent  we  have  but  to 
afk  and  have  a  more  eafy  acquifmon  of  the  Sou- 
bahdary,  than  that  we  have  already  obtained  of 
the  Purgunnahs ,  but  the  times  are  not  yet  ripe 
for  fo  great  a  grafp,  nor  have  we  fufficient 
flrength  to  hold  it  5  though  it  is  certain,  were 
we  Soubahs  of  the  provinces,  the  emperor  would 
regularly  receive  more  than  double  the  revenues 
thefe  provinces  ever  produced  to  him  1  and  the 
Eaft-India  Company  become,  in  a  (horttime,  the 
rich  eft  body  of  fubjeels  in  the  world.— 

!  am. 

Sir,  &c. 


J.  Z.  Ho 

,  •  \ 


The  End  of  the  First  Part, 
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